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Fil-Am Oscar 

nominee picks RP 
designers’ creation 


= BUSINESS /B2-1 
Economic hits 

and misses of 

the past 20 years 


= LIFESTYLE/Cl 
Edades, father 

of Philippine modern 
art, remembered 


2 Fil-Ams win top int’ 
ie film 


By Ruben V. Nepales 
Los Angeles Correspondent 


‘SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA—TWO Fil- 
ipino-Americans have won the IFC/Acura Some- 
one to Watch Award in the 2006 Independent 
Spirit Awards for their fiim “Cavite.” 

lan Gamazon and Neill Dela Llana, who were 
both born in the Philippines and grew up in the 


United States, received a $25,000 grant with the 
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HERE'S A FIRST: 


Now you can view “Edsa 20: Isang Larawan,” 
the Inouiren documentary, again, or even 
download your own copy, free of charge. Just 
{og on to www.ing7.net. No subscription 

and no registration required. 


Beltran followers sneak 
past Camp Crame guards 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


‘SOME 0 SUPPORTERS 


of Anakpawis Rep. Crispin 


PA DIN? 


Beltran, who is being held 
in Camp Crame on 


iews | 


RN | 


website: www.ing7.net 


Rebels seek answers 
to generals’ poll links 


Say talks 
with GMA ' 
must deal | 
with fraud 


By Fe Zamora 


ANY TALKS BETWEEN 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and restive sol- 
diers on defusing the 
political crisis must in- 
clude the issue of the 
involvement of gener- 
als in probable fraud in 
the May 2004 election. 


A source close to a military 
group that had threatened to 
withdraw its support from Ms Ar- 
royo yesterday told the INQUIRER 
that this was the position the 
group had taken in response to 
Malacafiang’s statement that the 
President was “ready to hold a di- 
alogue” with different sectors of 
the Armed Forces. 

“The involvement ofthe military 
in election cheating should be on 
the agenda. Not just a few were ac- 
tually involved (in the cheating), 
practically the whole institution 
was,’ the source said, relaying the 
position of the group. 

The statement would suggest 
that as far as the group was con- 
cemed, the “Hello Garci” wiretap 
controversy remained a live issue 
that Ms Arroyo must fully resolve if 
she hoped to find political peace. 

‘The names of at least four top 
military officials were mentioned 
inthe alleged wiretapped conver- 
sations between Ms Arroyo and 
former Election Commissioner 
Virgilio Garcillano supposedly in- 
volving rigging the results of the 
2004 presidential election. 

The names of Army chief Lt. 
Gen, Hermogenes Esperon Jr, then 
chief of the Special Operations 
Command; Southcom chief Maj. 
Gen. Gabriel Habacon, then chief 
of the 1st Infantry Division, and 
then Southern Command chief Lt. 
Gen. Roy Kyamko (ret.) were men- 
tioned in the tapes. 

Esperon has been mentioned 
in military circles as a possible 

REBELS SEEK AS 


SUBIC RAPE CASE 
Don’t judge me too 


harshly, says victim 


By Pennie Azarcon-dela Cruz 


Pilipinas-International; 


By Amando Doronila 


WHEN PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo lifted Proclamation No. 
1017 putting the country in a state 
of national emergency, she 
claimed her declaration had left 
the nation “stronger for dealing 
quickly and decisively with this is- 


BANGKOK—WITH ONLY A SIN- 
gle rising star on the horizon, 
democracy in Southeast Asia is 
taking a beating as mass demon- 
strations seek to dislodge an elect 
ed but authoritarian leader in 
‘Thailand and the Philippines reels 
after a weeklong state of emer- 
gency over an alleged coup plot. 
‘Across the region, the health of 


She felt totally at home in the 
bar with other US servicemen on 
furlough froma joint RP-US coun- 
terterrorism exercise in the 
Philippines, 

She grew up in a naval facility 
in Zamboanga, where her family 
runs a canteen frequented by US 
servicemen. 

After finishing her Manage- 
ment Accounting course at the 
Ateneo de Davao and starting a 

DON'T JUDGE/A2I 


‘THE VISIT TO THE SUBIC BAY 
Freeport on Halloween night. was 
supposed to be a family out- 
ing—until it turned into a night- 
mare, 

Two elder brothers had dropped 
off 22-year-old Nicole—not her re- 
al name—ata bar. She was accom- 
panied by a sister, aged 12, and an 
‘American serviceman, a longtime 
family friend, 


sue” of armed challenge to topple stability once the shock effect of 
her administration. the emergency declaration wears 
This claim overstates the re- off. 

sults of the proclama- ‘There's no question 
tion in effect for a ANALYSIS Ms Arroyo acted deci- 
week, a week packed sively to ‘abort a plot 
with events that changed the po- involving the withdrawal by 
litical balance of power, promis- strategic military contingents of 
ing another round of political in- support for her administration. 


democracy ranges from fragile to 
abysmal, with one once unlikely 
exception. Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim nation and still re- 
covering from three decades of 
dictatorship, is making signifi 
cant progress toward rule of law, 
media freedom and transparency. 

“The problem in some cases is 
the abuse of weak democracies, 


the exploitation by leaders of 
those parts of the system which 
arent really democratic or 
strong,” says Robert Broadfoot of 
the Hong Kong-based Political 
and Economie Risk Consultancy. 
Although the tide against him 
appears to be rising, Prime Minis- 
ter Thaksin Shinawatra of Thai- 
land has managed to survive 
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WINNING BEAUTIES. The winners of the Binibining Pilipinas beauty pageant—{from left) Denille Lou Valmonte, Bb. 
‘Andrea Ramos, Bb. Pilipinas-Universe, and Ana Maris lgpit, Bb. 


lipinas-World—rejoice after Saturday 
night's coronation at the Araneta Center in Quezon City. (Story in Metro, Page A24.) 


‘The plot called for the defect- 
ing units to join the rally of politi- 
cal opponents of the regime on 
Feb. 24 at Edsa, celebrating the 
20th anniversary of the first Peo- 
ple Power Revolution in 1986. 
The units were to proclaim 
their withdrawal of support, serv- 
ing as the signal to spark wider 


mass street protests calling for his 
‘ouster on grounds of corruption, 
abuse of power and gutting 
democratic institutions. (See re- 
lated story in The World, Page 
A8) 

So far, the protests have been 
peaceful, compared with the mili- 
tary interventions and bloodshed 
that used to bedevil Thai politics. 


charges of rebellion, man- 
aged to sneak past heavily 
armed guards at the gates 


BELTRAN) A22 


TV docus 


prop. up 
Palace 
prop war 


By Christine O. Avendaño 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


OVER THE WEEKEND, FOLLOW- 
ing the lifting of the state of na- 
tional emergency, the govern- 
ment went on yet another offen- 
sive, this time to win the hearts 
and minds of the people. 

After showing on Friday a 
short documentary on the alleged 
conspiracy to bring down the ad- 
ministration, government TV sta- 
tions ran two other documen- 
taries about military coup plot- 
ters and communist “terrorists.” 

RPN-9 ran on Saturday “Art of 
Deception,” which looked into 
the communist movement in the 
country, and “Sa Kuko ng Coup 
d'Etat,” which was about the peo- 
ple behind the Oakwood mutiny 
in July 2003. 

‘The two documentaries were 
made last year by the National Al- 
liance for Democracy (NAD), ac- 
cording to Government Media 
Secretary Cerge Remonde. 

“Because of what happened re- 
cently, these documentaries are 
relevant in the present situation,” 
Remonde said. 

He said the government was in 
the midst of a propaganda wat, 
with its detractors relentlessly 
discrediting it. 

“No one can take away the 
right of the government to ensure 
it won't be drowned out in this 
propaganda war,” he said. 

Malacafiang released on Fri- 
day a 12.5-minute documentary 
titled “Paglaban sa Kataksilan: 
1017” that it produced to explain 
why President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had to declare a state of emergen- 
cy after foiling a coup attempt on 

Tv pocus an 


After lifting of 1017, war of attrition begins 


military defections and street in- 
surrections in which civilians were 
expected by the plotters to join in 
a reprise of People Power 1. 

In revoking 1017, the Presi- 
dent said “the most important 
achievement of 1017 is the pre- 
emptive action, to prevent an 

AFTER/AZ2 


RP Thailand crises set back democracy in Southeast Asia 


But its democracy is moving into 
uncharted political waters because 
opposition parties are vowing to 
boycott parliamentary elections 
that Thaksin has called for April 2. 
In the Philippines, fear is 
mounting that a campaign to 
destabilize President Macapagal- 
Arroyo is fraying the fabric of 
RR THAILAND/ A6 


UNDER ` 
ONE ROOF 
The P50-milion 
Cebu Daily News 
Building puts 
together the 
Ingumer's 
Visayas Bureau, 
CDNand 
Bandera in one 
Integrated 
newsroom, as 
wellas FEP 


Hilario Davide Jr. 
speaks during the 
buildings 
inauguration on 
Wednesday. 
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‘Corruption at root of RP problems’ 


Church leader says Pinoys should come up with new breed of leaders 


By Christian V. Esguerra > asks all “drivers of alists who will lead our country “Such strong institutions 

i t: piai ne family, with the values of honesty and could then work together to en- 

rj r school, business enterprises, gov- justice, truth and integrity, credi- hance the personal dignity of ev- 

THE CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP IS JUST THE “TIP nea tna gl e e eea IaAbtalal ab w O O 

of the iceberg,” according to the president of the .is Jaa „tors of society—what they could parency and stewardship,” he mote the common good of our 

Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines ` 3 do for the common good of the said. country," he said. "This happens, 

vey} i Rational community. According to Lagdameo, the however, only if the agents of 

(CBCP). b ad Y “In trying to answer this ques- country’s institutions would be change and the transmitters of 

‘The problem, said Jaro Arch- Lagdameo was trying to rally id tion, (the roadmap] strongly sig- strong if they were anchored values in our society are empow- 

bishop Angel Lagdameo in a the country behind a “new social gests that whatever answer we on “morals, ethics, social re- ered and invested with a deep 

lecture posted in his blogsite, order” in an apparent response > give must be fully consistent with sponsibility and good gover- sense of responsible citizen- 

“is a concatenation of corrup- to the seeming void created by $ 5 the vision and mission we should nance.” ship.” 

tion that goes down to the the arrival and departure of ae have for our country and the core 
barangay level, up and down politicians, all of whom ap- 3 values that should underlie all as- 


and up, infeeling the whole peared to be eave by Wal ao mew ov om woe Militant studes disown 


cancer” This vision was contained in a p A crucial first step would be to 
Uk deprives the poor of perma- “national roadmap” focused on seriously affected the poor gather a “critical mass of like- fi ] d D fi 
nent shelter, health benefits, lb- "sowing the seeds of hope who were “oftentimes exploit- minded and good-willed nation- ormer leader Defensor 
erating education, dignified em- through moral values.” ed and treated like commodi- alists with a passion and obses- 
ployment and, above all, suffi: ‘The strategy was consistent ties.” sion for good governance and A MILITANT STUDENT GROUP we do not hesitate to erase him 
cient food,” he said. with the Janey CBCP pastoral “Graft and corruption have prophetic leadership’ from formerly headed by Presidential from our history books.” 
ent food,"hesald. aatsocial letter tut pointed to a erisis of been flagrant and endemic, which anew breed ofstatesper- Chief of Staff Michael Defensor | The NUSP also accused Defen- 
cante” Pilipinosshould combine moral values asthe center of the breeding poverty. Widespread sons” would be born, Lagdameo has disowned him, for defending sor of turning his back on the 
their efforts and come up with a problem in Philippine society to- poverty in turn breeds graft and said. Presidential Proclamation No. principles of freedom of expres- 
“new breed of leaders in our day. corruption,” he said. “This critical mass will be the 1017 and for advising media to sion and, worse, “even being par- 
country.” Lagdameo said such a crisis Lagdameo said the roadmap training ground of other nation- restrain itselfin its coverage. ty to silencing the students and 
In a statement, the National the people.” 
: se . . . Union of Students of the Philip- “Our message to Defensor: Shut 
Gonzalez ustifies continuin: media watch pines (NUSP) branded as “irre. up if you know no better than to 
sponsible, if not downright despi- ‘defend! Arroyo's repressive Procla- 
y cable” statements made by Defen- mation 1017 and to continue being 
JUŠTICESECRETARYRAULGON- said in a phone interview. wanttonamethemyet”hesaid, lifted, sedition charges were filed sor that media must practice self- a lackey of this already desperate 
zalez yesterday cited the Revised Gonzalez made the remarks After President Macapagal-Ar- against Tribune publisher and edi- restraint in the coverage of politi- Tegime,” the NUSP said. 
Penal Code in justifying the con- when asked why the government royo imposed emergency rule tor in chief Ninez Cacho-Olivares cal events and developments The NUSP is a national alliance 
Penal Code ee ar en un. was still monitoring che moves of through PP 1017 on Feb. 24, police and owo ofthe paper'scolumnists. Defensor was NUSP president of student councils and govem- 
framed media personalities even media practitioners now that PP raided the offices of The Daily Tri- Gonzalez also said the footage of in 1988-89. ments with 650 members nation- 
after Presidential Proclamation 1017 had been lifted bune, a broadsheet which had ABS-CBN's coverage of the Feb. 26 “That someone who was once wide. It was established in 1957 
ee tyr Weh placed the coun. Hessel prociioners were been critical ofheradminisration, standoff at Marine headquarters inthe national president of our or- and has since been ar the van: 
Nyunderastate cf national emer found commiting the volaions, The military also deployed Fort Bonifaco wasbeing reviewed. ganization could urter such sare. guard of students’ struggle for 
gehcy, had been lifted. then they would be held liable. troops to secure television sta- The six-hour standoff began af- ments dismays and infuriates us. their rights and welfare in solidar- 
“Under the Revised Penal Code, The Revised Penal Gode lists tions ABS-CBN and GMA-7. ter junior Marine officers led by We wonder how he could still ity with the people's struggle for 
even if there is no Proclamation criminal acts and their corre- Philippine National Police Direc- Medal of Valor awardee Col. Ariel bea to look at himselfin the mir- genuine freedom and democracy. 
1017, there is a law on inciting to sponding penalties. tor General Arturo Lomibao liter Querubin protested the relief of ror,” the NUSP statement said. During the Marcos regime, the 
naeia w on rebel. Gonzalez refused to identify the warmed media tofollowgovemment Marine commandant Maj. Gen, Te said that Defensor had failed NUSP was banned along with oth- 
lion, there is a law on sedition, seven print and broadcast media standards in reporting thenews, Renato Miranda. to live up to NUSP tradition. “We er anti-Marcos organizations. 
there is a law on libel," Gonzalez, personalities being watched. "dont After the state of emergency was Leila B. Salaverria unequivocally disown him and Alcuin Papa 
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LP board meet 
to decide fate 
of Atienza et al. 


By TJ Burgonio 


‘TOP OFFICIALS OF THE SPLINTERED LIBER- 
al Party are set to meet today to decide the fate 
of Manila Mayor Lito Atienza and other party 
members who elected a new set of LP officers 
last Thursday, a move branded as “illegal” by 
party president Sen. Franklin Drilon. 

The LP national board, composed of the 
party's top seven officers, will tackle the ac- 
tion “to be taken against the usurpers,” for- 
mer Education Undersecretary Jose Luis Gas- 
con said yesterday. 

“We have to deal with what they did last 
‘Thursday in a firm manner,” Gascon, a mem- 
ber of the LP National Executive Committee 
(NECO), who questioned and then walked 
out of Thursday's proceedings, said in a 
phone interview. 

While Sen. Manuel Roxas II had argued 
that members of Atienza’s breakaway group 
should be deemed to have resigned, the party 
had yet to decide whether to expel them or 
keep their positions vacant, Gascon said. 

“These are still the subject of discussions,” he 
said, stressing the party had to establish 
whether its members “deliberately” took part in 
the election or were duped into participating. 

The LP national board is composed of 
‘Atienza as chair; Senate Majority Leader 
Francis Pangilinan, vice chair; Senate Presi- 
dent Drilon, president; Rep. Nereus Acosta, 
executive vice president; Rep. Benigno 
‘Aquino TII, secretary general; Rep. Rafael 
Nantes, treasurer; Roxas, vice president for 


advocacies, and Rep. Junnie Cua, vice presi- 
dent for external affairs. 

Gascon said he assumed the party secretari- 
at had invited Atienza and his ally Cua to the 
meeting, but doubted they would show up. 
‘Without them, the five members of the board 
would still constitute a quorum, he said, 

‘The scheduled meeting comes three days 
after Drilon, through legal counsel Alberto 
‘Agra, petitioned the Commission on Elections 
to nullify the election results and bar Atienza 
and his allies from misrepresenting them- 
selves as the party'snew officers. 

In the elections, Drilon was ousted as party 
president and replaced by Atienza. Presiden- 
tial Chief of Staff Michael Defensor and three 
other Cabinet members were elected to other 
top positions. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
made an appearance after the election, 

‘Atienza was presiding over a party confer- 
ence on decentralization at the Manila Hotel 
last Thursday when he called for an election 
of new LP officers. 

Drilon was quick to brand it as illegal, say- 
ing the mayor had no authority to convene 
the NECO and that only 32 out of 103 NECO 
members took part in the election, 

‘Some irate LP officials charged that Mala- 
cafiang’s interference in the party's affairs 
was part of a grand design to destroy the par- 
ty system through a “divide and rule tactic” 
and establish a one-party state. 

“We are confident our position will be af- 
firmed by the Comelec. All laws and jurispru- 
dence are in our favor," Gascon said. 


Erap won’t be ready 
to testify, says lawyer 


By Nelson F Flores 


FORMER SEN. RENE SAGUISAG HAS TOLD 
the Sandiganbayan that former President 
Joseph Estrada would not be able to testify in 
his plunder trial on March 15 because of a 
Jack of preparation, 

In an urgent manifestation filed before the 
antigraft court's Special Division on Thursday, 
Saguisag said: “We cannot in all probability 
be ready on March 15 for reasons beyond our 
control.” 

He said that Estrada's recent eye operation 
resulted in “the loss of a week of prepara- 
tion.” 

Saguisag also said that since members of 
Estrada’s legal defense team were “lawyer- 
ing” for other clients, they needed more time 
to prepare for the case. 

Estrada’s lawyers have been complaining 
about the time they spent traveling to and 
from the former President's detention estate 


‘Comfort 
women’ 
measure 
sought 


CITY OF SAN FER- 
NANDO—At least 72 
out of a total of 722 
Japanese legislators 
have signed a petition 
for a bill obliging 
their government to 
issue formal apolo- 
gies and compensa- 
tion to victims of sex- 
ual violence by 
Japanese soldiers sta- 
tioned in Asia, includ- 
ing the Philippines, 
during World War TI. 
Ichiro Hirata, 
spokesperson of the 
Tokyo-based Santama 
Peace Cycle Network, 
on Saturday told the 
Inguiner he shared the 
“good news" with 62 
surviving victims of 
mass rape in Baran- 
gay Mapanique in 
Candaba, Pampanga. 
The | week-long 
“Peace Cycle 2006" 
made its first 
stopover in Ma- 
panique on Thursday. 
Hirata said Diet 
member Shokichi Ki- 
na of Okinawa initi- 
ated the petition that 
seeks to gather 400 
more signatures. 
Hirata, 56, braves 
natura) elements and 
physical stress to reach 
‘out tothe victims of war, 
Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


MAKATI 


ORTIGAS 


in Tanay, Rizal. They have sought the court's 
permission to move Estrada to his residence 
in San Juan. 

Estrada, meanwhile, said he was not a 
threat to national security but only to the ad- 
ministration of Ms Arroyo because "I am still 
the legitimate president.” 

“Bakit ako o kami magiging threat sa (How 
could 1 be a threat to) national security?” the 
68-year-old Estrada said, 

He said at least 80 percent of the people 
want Ms Arroyo out, adding that his personal 
liberty was no longer important to him. 

“Ang mahalaga ay ang kalayaan ng bansa sa 
kahirapan, katiwalian at ang kalayaan ng mama- 
mayan na maghanap ng katotohanan na pilit bin- 
ubusalan sa pamamagitan ng railroading ng im- 
peachment complaint at paglalabas ng (What's 
important is that the country is free from poverty 
and coruption, that people have the freedom to 
‘now the truth which is muzzled by) Executive 
Orders 464 at 1017,” Estrada said. 


TOMAS MORATO SHAW 
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New US envoy sworn in, arriving soon 


NEW US AMBASSADOR TO THE 
Philippines Kristie Kenney took her oath 
on Monday (Washington time) and will 
be arriving in Manila within the month, 
according to US Assistant Secretary of 
State Christopher Hill who recently 
wound upa three-day visit here. 

The first woman American am- 
bassador to the country assumes 
the post that has been vacant the 
last 10 months after her predeces- 
sor Francis Ricciardone was reas- 
signed to the Middle East. During 
that period, Charge d'Affaires Paul 


Jones was the top US diplomat in 
Manila 

“In the next few weeks we will 
be welcoming a new ambassador 
here, Kristie Kenney, so we're look- 
ing forward to having Kristie here 
and I know she’s looking forward 
to getting here,” Hill told reporters 
at his pre-departure briefing last 
week. 

Kenney’s nomination was con- 
firmed by the US Senate on Feb. 17. 

A career foreign service officer, she 
recently completed an assignment as 


served at outposts in Geneva, Ar- 
positions at the state department and 


Washington, 

During her Jan. 31 confirmation 
hearing before the Senate Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, Kenney 
said the US and the Philippines had 


ple ties and shared common goals of 
enhancing security and increasing 
prosperity. Volt Contreras 
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į that’s refreshing 


to behold, 
soft to touch 


“My skin appeared dry before. But after having 
Collagen Infusion Mask treatments, my skin 
immediately felt refreshed and became much 
softer and smoother, like satin.” 


- Cristina Gonzalez-Romualdez 


Collagen Infusion Mask has multi-effect rich re- 
hydrating properties. 100% pure and natural collagen 
conditions, moisturizes and repairs so your skin can 
restore its smoothness. Try Collagen Infusion Mask 
on your skin and embrace bare, silken-softness. Call 
the Facial Care Centre professionals now. 


US ambassador to Ecuador. She has’ 
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as the best air-conditioning system is 
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air conditioners. And no one deserves this more than yourself. So go ahead, 


Indulge yourself. The Carrier Xpression is truly your own just reward. , 
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abducted 
in Aurora 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—A NONGOVERN- 
ment organization worker and radio anchor 
abducted by armed men in Baler, Aurora, on 
Friday night has remained missing, his col- 
leagues said. 

‘The search for Joey Estriber, 35, program of- 
ficer of the Catholic Church-backed Bataris, 
has turned up negative, according to Josefina 
Marino, a fellow program officer of the victim. 

‘According to police, witnesses reported 
seeing Estriber cry out for help as he was 
thrown into a heavily tinted maroon Besta 
van without license plates by four men at 

around 7 p.m. near Baler’s electric coopera- 5 
tive office, "s a = ee =i ot 

‘The police and military have put up check- o 2 
points along the Pantabangan- Canili highway GREAT FACE & SKIN, BODY WHITENING 
ina bid to find Estriber. = P <4 

“Troops from the Army’s 48th Infantry Bat- Free from all Body hair & Blemishes! 


talion were suspected to have taken Estriber j oo r AREN = 
after the victim stopped four soldiers from at- ty GREAT CASH SAVINGS FOR MARCHI! 


cere caer BOY TT TREM TENIS 
: 5 TREAT 


Ina text message to the INQUIRER that day, 

Estriber identified two of those who barged ON SKIN, FACE & BODY TREATMENTS”, FIRST 25 SLOTS- 
feo the fortit a5 AE, Domo Molina and a CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT O9 noon Ma perm arr orl 2 
Sergeant Sanchez. 

Lt. Col. Joselito Kakilala, 48th IB comman- 
der, denied his men had a role in the abduc- 
tion. ¥ 

Estriber, as secretary general of the Multi- ë a 
Sectoral Action Group of Aurora, led the MES} a 
group's campaign against large-scale mining 


and illegal logging. i ğ j HOWE [NI 
He was also the anchor of the radio pro- f7- fe 


gram Pag-usapan Natin over d2JO in Baler. 3 5 % wi SEN ELM, > 

‘Two messages from Estriber’s cell phone D DIAMOND ULIRAPELL HOT MASQUE BODY FORMER 
were received half an hour after he was kid- For beautiful, smooth For firming and inch loss. Lose 1,000 calories 
napped saying, “Huwag kayong mag-alala, ok white skin. while you relax 

lang ako (Don't worry, Im all righ,” and | sMESOTHERAPY *AQUANID sNUTRACELL-FACE "BOTOX «RESTYLANI WART REMOVAL 
“Nagtátago ako (Pm in hiding)." The recipi- sPERLANE "LASER ACNE TREATMENT "PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL “FACIAL SKIN WHITENING 
ents of the messages, however, doubted they = 7 oe cE 
came from Estriber. 


=BODY4AMETRICS* 


THE ULTIMATE CORE FAT BURNING PROGRAMME FOR MEN & WOMEN! 


py a 
~ NO JOINING FEES! GREDIT.CARD 
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Recent incidents suggest the Bataris forma- 
tion center may have been making enemies. A 
Bataris building was bumed down in Decem- 
ber and two of its staff members were nearly 
abducted in the same month. In February, a 
military officer said on the radio that members 
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Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 

SM NORTH Miteh 929-5429 
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of nongovernment organizations like Bataris 
were in the military's “order of battle.” 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk; AFP 
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Feel as a guest, as we fly you to Abu Dhabi and other exotic 
destinations around the world. 


Tous, travel is not purely about the destination, it's also about the journey. We are Etihad Airways, the National Airline 


aly 
of the United Arab Emirates. With us, you'll experience unparalleled hospitality that makes you feel like ET HoA yi = 


more than just another passenger. We're here to make sure that you're In for a unique and memorable trip ahead. AIRWAY 
Call us at tel. no. 8858433 to 35 and 8493913 for fax. www.etihadairways.com 


COMPETITIVE INTELLIGENCE 
& BUSINESS WARGAMING 


“Building Cl Capa 


ities for Business Advantage” 


March 16 & 17, 2006 (Thursday & Friday) Peninsula Hotel, Makati City, Philippines 8 


In this age of the knowledge economy, companies who are able to capture and process 
information about the competitive environment efficiently -~ and ahead of its rivals ~ are 
reaping the best rewards for their organizations. Around 90% of top global companies now 
have a Cl unit or system within their organization that increases their ability to better 
anticipate, understand, and prepare for competition. The focus of the program is on how to 
have an organized once system and counter- intelligence strategies that can help you 
make the right decisions against competi 


Make accurate and effective decisions by attending this executive program designed to: 
OUTWIT, OUTMANEUVER, and OUTPERFORM the competion using superior Inteligence processes 
ERHANGE business nteligonce management skile 
IDENTICY & REDUCE rake m decisor-making processes 
IMPROVE svtogl planning ond decision-making capability 
CONVERT iniormaten ino business nteligence 
RIGREASE awareneas of airategie moves nin your industry 

{2 DREE en ear varning system to alert you of developing threats or opportunities 
What does the training cover? 
p rat AO einion of Compete inteligence 
P I Value of Compete Ineligence 
+ Mmaigence ve Market Research 
+ Basie CI Framework and Methodology 
: Teci Cyce 
$ The CI Key Success Factors 


Who Should Attend: 


1+ DECISION-MAKERS tasked with the crafting. implementation. & monitoring of dynamic business strategies 
| Entrepreneurs and other professionals seeking to understand and take advantage of changing market and 
competitive forces that alfect business proftablity and survival 


+ Key Inteligence Topics (KIT) 

* Building an internal Practice 

~ Case Studies: CI in the USA, Europe, & Asia 

= CI Project Management 

* Ethies and Legal Considerations 

~ The Society of Competitive Intelligence & Professionals 


COURSE LEADER: Jose Adolfo "Jam" Mariquit 


Jam, the Managing Director of ExplorAsia, is a much-sought-after speaker on competitiveness and strategy. He has been 
teaching Competitive Inteligence since 1998 and has regularly conducted workshops in Singapore. China, Malaysia, 
Hongkong, Indonesia, and now in the Philippines. 


trainer of Harvard University’s Program on Negotiation, and is a member of the Society of Competitive Inteligence 
Professionals (SCIP) for which he served as Hong Kong chapter coordinator. He finished his Bachelor of Science 
Gegree from the Philippine Miltary Academy and served as a Philippines Air Force officer and fighter pilot prior to his 
professional career in business. 

Jam was involved in the fled of inteligence for more than a decade both as a practitioner and a consultant and has been 
Working on projects in the region and in the U.S., helping companies with their business development and strategy needs 
In Asia, Among his clients are some of the top global firms. He is one of only two recognized CI trainers in Asia. 


| He obtained a Masters degree in Business Management Irom the Asian Institute of Management (AIM), is a certified 
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Rebels seek 
to generals’ poll links 


From page Al 
successor to Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga, who will reach mandatory 
retirement age of 56 on July 21. 

‘Another officer, Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani 
(fet), was cited in the tape as being on the 
“other side,” or on the side of late opposition 
presidential candidate Fernando Poe Jt. 

A military fact-finding body, headed by 
Vice Admiral Mateo Mayuga, was organized 
last year to look into the issue of military in- 
volvement in electoral fraud. ay 

Until today, the result of that investigation 
has not been made public despite calls from 
some senators for the release of the findings. 
Arestive society 

Despite the passage of eight month, Ms 
Arroyo has not given the publica full account- 
ing of her side in the controversy either...» 

‘According to the INQUIRER source; the group 
also wanted Ms Arroyo to address not just the 
restiveness in the military but “the restiveness 
of the country, the various sectors of society.” 

‘The source, who is a member of the mili- 
tary, asked not to be identified because of his 
sensitive role in any talks between Ms Arroyo 
and the military group. 


Bigger picture 

“The military is just a small picture, a reflec- 
tion ofthe bigger picture,” the source said. 

Ms Arroyo declared a state of national 
emergency on Feb. 24 in the face of threats by 
some officers of the Armed Forces to with- 
draw support from her. They included Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim, then chief of the elite First 
Scout Rangers Regiment (FSRR), and the 
Marines led by Col. Ariel Querubin, then com- 
mandant of the First Marine Brigade. 

Lim and Querubin tipped off Senga of their 
plans and Senga subsequently placed Lim un- 


answers 


è 


der custody. Querubin, who took part in 
Marines show of force in Fort Bonifacio a 
week ago, was later also stripped of his com;, 
mand. 

Coup rumors have hounded Ms Arroyo 
since the “Hello Garci” scandal broke in June, 
last year, even triggering an impeachment, 
case against her which her allies in Congress 
quickly killed. 

Politicized military 

‘At one point during the Marine standoff at, 
Bonifacio last week, a burly Marine stepped 
forward and declared, “The only thing we 
wantisa clean election. 

In its coded meaning, it embodied the 
grievances, the idealism and the adventurism. 
of a politicized military that has kept the „ 
Philippines on edge for the past 20 years. 

That standoff ended peacefully, and any 
plans for a coup have been blunted for the 
‘moment. But experts on the military say that 
nothing has changed in the dynamics of plot- 
ting coups and that the pattern of destabiliza- 
tion is sure to continue. 


Courting military loyalty 

Since the foiled coup that set the stage for 
the 1986 People Power uprising and led to the, 
ouster of Ferdinand Marcos, coup attempts 
and unsettling coup rumors have been part of 
‘what might be called the Philippine version of ; 
democracy. 

Ms Arroyo has struggled to hold the loyalty 
ofthe generals, giving eight of them a chance 
tobe chief of staff in the past five years. 

A culture of leniency—in which some coup 
participants have been punished only with a 
set of push-ups—also helps to ensure that the 
ranks of the military are permeated with 
politicized officers. With a report from the 
New York Times News Service 


RP Thailand crises set back 
democracy in Southeast Asia 


From page Al 


democracy as she cracks down on 
opponents suspected of plotting 
to overthrow her administration. 


(annua. VIDEOKE MUCROPHONE 


“GA TOTOO LANG, 


XTREME MAGIC SING 
ANG GUSTO KO!” _. 


- MANNY PACQUIAO SE «<=: 


PEGPLE’ 
CHAMPI 


SUPER 


Ol 


Ambassador 
Appliances, Inc. 


Ds 


‘SOUND DIMENSION 


OW 


azn Fiesta 


Mail More 


eian TMa More 


sommes REMBRANDT 
me 


Miet Dept Store 


(> Appliance 
Center 


3 Keo 
ee ® Magic ® @ Optimum Trader fs By 


Appliance Center 
METRO MANILA DEALERS 


| 242-1570" Joma Ap 
(901 Rehan 733 


vv 03-1024 JMD Electronics 730-3880- Joy's lactranes 734-9904- Just 73-1819 MAC Audioi 


Alabang Marketing 5394653 
PROVINCIAL DEALERS 


Fasano: aja tectonics (UTAV ets BANGUED Mika's Superstore BATAAN Ocarpo's Moga Stare Balanga (047) 2372083, Desiupnan - BICOL, Mutibrand 1054) 473-7282 - BOHOL 
eres cay Mel 090)411 2860 CAVITE. Divina Enterpiae (0468002300. CEBUA. Slonga 022 2525378, M. Miranda 032) 202-3019- DAVAO Funronis (082)227 615: LOCOS NORTE 
Aioslon Wading (077) 770-3410- LA UNION BHF Corp National Bazaar Video Ciy -LAOAG Famy Trade House Now india Dept. Stor (077)7720870,077) 7720478 Aled Marhaiing (77) 

‘Croc Cay Granen 561-4320. Kava Baran 
TD4)222-4444. (047)223-3000 1047)222 
rely (015)808-2049" 5. COTABATO D' Sunia 
os) 6004072 Koronadal (0831229 3044" TUGUEGARAO Now Tuguegarao Bombay Barsas (78) 44-206, (78) 040-7259- VIGAN Familiy Trada Hovee deo Cy + 


70.3267, LAGUNA MSC Data Exchange 10401 562-7172 * LEYTE RL Appilaneo (063) 321-26397442 Sogod Stench 302-3029, Bayo Bronch 863-1 
rman 8000710. Masse Giy branen 381-3001 LUCENA Recio 10421373-7777 -Norra Marketing (12)7 10-4837 QLONGAPO Ocampo's Olongapo. I 

| 2840- PANDASINAN Ricafort Trading (075)5227112: PAMPANGA Downtown 1015)000-0225 Ocanpe's Emporium 1015)080084 Ocampo' 
Record Baronet 
ZAMBALES Cennpo' Suble(047) 232-2730 


excwusivety orsrmaureo ov: 


DadeoCry 


| DcAMRO'S} 
ADDESSA BHFSCORPORATION EMCOR Miiwankerms NANEN 


METR NOMBO A Coctronis F3 860- Amstrong Elctonies 733-2849 Dog's Electonics 732-2305 Delta Appliances 532-4063 - Gometiio 314-8873 

(72+ Mitonnion Electronics 334-8508- OK Bernie 733- 
tanoch Electronics 7941021 WA tt Marhoting 736-4274- Worldwide Audio & Video 24-440: Zoe Enterpriea 734-0731 MALATE MARATLIPARANAQUELPASIG 
IMUNTINLUPA..Solooge 4004462: nage Video 8251015 Shon Audie & Video lit 527-111- Phaeatzon Audio Systems 819-7372- QRS Trading 776-2528- U R Hovsehot Shop 687-0400- 


MANUFACTURED 1N KOREA SY 


THE ASTRA GROUP, ING, Fei 72iAeig, 7259009, 76:2043, r25 2440” oes T 


ORIGINAL ! 
THE ORIGINAL 


Ms Arroyo declared a state of 
emergency last week to quash the 
alleged plot, and charges have 
been filed against more than a 


dozen suspects. The emergency, 
which allowed arrests without 
warrants and intervention of the 
military, was lifted on Friday. 


Ironically, Ms Arroyo is facing 
the same array of “people power” 
and political opposition that oust- 
ed dictator Ferdinand Marcos 20 


fE 


MSARROYO 


onauoN 


years ago and Joseph Estrada five 


years ago. 
‘Some gains 


Since the end of the Cold War, 
representative government has 
made some impressive gains in 
Asia, most notably Taiwan and 
South Korea. Thailand and the 
Philippines would have counted 
too, but given their latest set- 
backs, the region has fallen on the 
global democracy charts. 
Southeast Asia includes two of 


the world’s 


five communist 


states, Vietnam:and Laos; one of 


its longest-running military dicta- 


THAKSIN 


torships, Burma (Myanmar); and 


two countries where a single par- 
ty has held power for decades, 
Singapore and Malaysia. Cambo- 
dia, still recovering from the 
genocidal Khmer Rouge era, has 
a democracy of sorts, but it's frag- 


ile and messy. 
landslide. 
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Thailand's media, once among 
Asia's freest, have been severely 
curbed under Thaksin, who won 
the last elections in 2005 by a 
In the Philippines, 
more journalists have been killed 
since 2000 than in any other 
country, including Iraq, a report 
by the US-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists said last year. 


Analysts cite a number of rea- 
sons for democracy’s rocky road, 
including corruption, 
massive vote-buying and patron- 
age systems built on powerful 
leaders rather than ideals. 
“Cursed is this Kingdom and its 
people who pretend to be naive 
and think that elections in this 
country are or ever could be free 
and fair,” The Nation, a Thai En- 
newspaper, 


Rather than Western demo- 
cratic models, some Southeast 
Asian leaders have looked to Chi- 
na and Singapore, which put ec 
nomic advancement ahead of civ- 


The US focus on fighting ter- 
rorism, rather than vigorously 
promoting human rights and 
transparent governance, may al- 
so have slowed progress. 


“If (Southeast Asian leaders) 
are cornered and questioned they 
say, Ye who live in glass houses 
can't throw stones. You're doing 
the same things you allege we're 
doing and criticizing us for it. Get 
off our backs.’ So it isn't helping 
the US position,” says James 
Klein, who heads the Thailand 
and Laos offices of the Asia Foun- 
dation, a nonprofit organization 
that fosters reform. 


Surprise performer 

‘The surprise performer is In- 
donesia. The nation of 210 mil- 
lion shook off 32 years of military 
dictatorship in 1998 and has 
steadily built up its democratic 
structures while weathering the 
devastating 2004 tsunami and a 
series of terrorist attacks by Mus- 
lim militants. 

As for Thailand, not everyone 
is pessimistic about its long-term 
prospects 

While describing some of its 
democratic procedures as “the- 
atrical ceremony,” Klein says: “Ls 
think we are moving slowly for 
ward. think Thaksin is a blip in, 
forward movement.” 

Heike Loschmann of the Hein-; 
rich Boll Foundation, a Germany 
group that promotes democracy? 
in the region, says the grass roots: 
are forging increasingly effective: 
ways to be heard. : 

“People are enduring and prag-+ 
matic in their fight,” he said, “But” 
there continues to be institutional, 
failure to implement what is on 
paper” AP 
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RP, Russia 


to ink pact 
on tourism EPSON 


EIGHT YEARS 
a tourism accord between the Phili 


Russia will be signed this month to boost amity 
= ow InK cos 
‘Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano and F] 


Minister Vladimir Stazhalkovsky of the Russia 
Federation's Federal Agency for Tourism are 
set to sign the bilateral agreement on March 
14at the Philippine Embassy in Moscow. 

‘The accord, initiated in 1998, seeks to sim- 

ify border control and customs measures 
and provide for the exchange of information, 
training of guides, organization of tours and 
the establishment of tourism in both 
countries, among other things. 

Tn a statement, Durano noted that Russia 
was fast becoming a major source of tourists 
for the Philippines, with the number of Rus- 
sian visitors growing 108 percent between 
2004 and 2005. 

“Russia is on its way to becoming one of the 
Philippines’ top source markets,” Durano said. 

‘The Philippines hosted 334 Russian tourists 
in Cebu, Bohol and Boracay in January 

The World Tourism Organization h 
Russian travelers tenth on the list of top sps 

‘According to a Department of Tourism 
statement, the DOT has been working with 
the Departinent of Foreign Affairs on a visa 
upon-arrival scheme for Russian tourists for 
the benefit of those coming from places in the 
Russian Federation where the Philippines 
does not have consular offices. 

‘The DOT has also been pushing for flights 
between the Philippines and Russia. 

Leila B. Salaverria | 
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idle when others' lives are at stake, no hating in 
heart, and reproving carefully—in a wor 
your neighbor as you love your God. The cc 
poral works of mercy in Matthew echo this code. 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


Any persons, companies, retailers or entities importing and/or dealing in diesel engines 
manufactured by Vikyno Company of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam are hereby notified 
as follows: 


Kubota Corporation (hereinafter, "Kubota") and Vikyno Company (hereinafter, “Vikyno"), 
which companies have no capital affiliation whatsoever, entered into a Technical Assistance 
‘Agreement relating to horizontal-type water-cooled diesel engines, (more appropriately 
described as RK Series) on December 21, 1998; and thereafter, Vikyno manufactured diesel 
engines (hereinafter, "Vikyno Engines") under license from Kubota. However, owing to the 
termination of the said Technical Assistance Agreement on June 2, 2005, Vikyno Engines 
manufactured after the termination date of the Agreement are no longer produced under 
license from Kubota, and therefore are not permitted to bear the legend "manufactured 
under license of Kubota”. 


Although the external appearance (including paint colour) of the Vikyno Engines (marketed 
as RV Series) is extremely similar to that of engines manufactured as RK Series by Kubota at 
P.T. Kubota Indonesia (a joint-venture company hereinafter, "PTKI"), it goes without saying 
that they are not PTKI-made engines. Moreover, those that are manufactured by Vikyno from 
now on, are neither manufactured under license from Kubota, nor do they use Kubota 
made or Kubota supplied parts and components. Kubota no longer provides technical 
assistance in areas of production control, materials control, quality control, etc. and 
therefore can no longer vouch for the quality and performance of Vikyno produced engines 
(marketed and sold under trademark of either Vikyno RV Series or Kuvico KV Series) since 
the termination of Technical Assistance Agreement. Accordingly, Kubota and KUBOTA 
AGRO-INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY PHILIPPINES, INC (also a Kubota joint-venture company 
hereinafter, “KAMPI") do notiwill not provide any warranty or after-sales service 
whatsoever in respect of Vikyno Engines. 


Kubota is the registered owner of many "KUBOTA" trademarks in the PHILIPPINES for its 
products and any use of such trademarks by parties other than Kubota or its licensee 
constitutes a breach of trademark laws. Accordingly, any use of the "KUBOTA" marks on an 
engine other than those manufactured by Kubota or PTKI, or any display of a "KUBOTA" mark 
‘on sales promotional items such as catalogues, etc. for such engine constitutes unlawful use 
of the trademark, and is therefore an infringement of the trademark rights owned by Kubota. 


Please be forewarned that, for the above reasons, Kubota is prepared to take any necessary 
legal measures, including injunctive action to suspend import/sale, in respect of any engines 
unlawfully displaying the legend “manufactured under license of Kubota" or any engines 
infringing the "KUBOTA" trademarks. So please take care not to sell or display (or distribute 
catalogues of) any engines other than Kubota-made or PTKI-made ones which legally 
and rightfully carry the Kubota name. 


Dated: 6th February 2006 
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Protesters vow 
to oust Thaksin 


BANGKOK—OPPONENTS OF THAI PRIME MINISTER THAKSIN, 
Shinawatra vowed Sunday not to end their protests until he re-' 
signs, as police warned of possible violence at demonstrations ex-' 
pected to draw tens of thousands of people. 


“We will camp there until we get the answer 
from Thaksin,” Suriyasai Katasila, spokesperson 
for the antiThaksin People’s’ Alliance for 
Democracy, told AFR 

“If the police don't allow us to stay at the 
venue, we have the right to disobey their or- 
ders," he warmed. 

‘Tens of thousands of people were expected to 
join the protest from 4 p.m., with 5,000 police 
‘on hand and another 5,000 on alert. 

Political tensions ran high in Bangkok this 
weekend as Thaksin and his rivals staged duel- 
ing mass rallies just two days apart in the same 
‘Sanam Luang field near the royal palace. 

Organizers of the rally Sunday said they 
planned to march from Sanam Luang to 
Democracy Monument about one kilometer 
away, where Suriyasai said they would camp for 
days if necessary until Thaksin steps down. 


“The chance of violence is highly likely and 
we would prefer for people to stay at home,” 
said national police spokesperson Ajirawid Sub- 
ambhesaj. Police estimated some 50,000 peo- 
ple would attend the rally b 

“It is very difficult to prevent violence at a 
protest where a huge number of people is gath- 
ered, especially when they move from one place , 
to another,” he said. 

Thaksin drew some 150,000 people late Fri- 
day as he kicked off his campaign for snap elec- 
tions on April 2, and on Saturday he called for 
national unity and urged all protesters to re- 
main peaceful. 

“Thaksin, who faces allegations of corruption 
and abuse of power, told his rally that he would , 
refuse to take office if he takes less than half the 
vote, and vowed constitutional changes and‘ 
new elections in about one year if he wins. AFP 
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FBI OFFICIALS collect evidence at the site of Thursday's bomb explosion outside the US 
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Consulate in Karachi, Pakistan March 5. An American diplomat and three others were killed. 4? 


Al-Qaida’s Zawahri calls 
for strikes against West 


DUBAI—AL-QAIDAS DEPUTY 
leader Ayman al-Zawahri called on 
Muslims to attack the West in an 
audio tape posted on the Intemet 
on Saturday, urging similar strikes 
as those against New York, London 
and Madrid in recent years. 

Ina video of his remarks aired 
by Al Jazeera television, Zawahri 
also urged the Islamist militant 
group Hamas not to recognize 
peace deals signed by the Pales- 
tinian Authority with Israel. 

He also called on Muslims to 
boycott countries where satirical 
cartoons of the Prophet Muham- 
mad had been published, includ- 
ing Denmark, Norway, France 
and Germany, and said that Mus- 
lims should prevent the West 
from “stealing Muslims’ cil.” 

“(Muslims have to) inflict 
losses on the crusader West, es- 
pecially to its economic infras- 
tructure with strikes that would 
make it bleed for years,” said Za- 
wahri, an Egyptian. 

“The strikes on New York, 
Washington, Madrid and Lon- 
don are the best examples,” he 
said, 

“We have to prevent the cru- 


China to ‘uncompromisingly’ ' 


sader West from stealing the 
Muslims’ oil which is being 
drained in the biggest robbery in 
history,” he added. It was not 
clear if the tape was made before 
the failed al-Qaida attack last 
‘month on a major Saudi oil facil- 
ity, 

“Reaching power is not a goal 
by itself... and no Palestinian has 
the right to give away a grain of 
the soil,” said Zawahri in com- 
ments directed at Hamas. “The, 
secularists in the Palestinian Au- 
thority have sold out Palestine; 
for crumbs.” 

“Giving them legitimacy is} 
against Islam.” 

Zawahri called on Muslims to, 
give financial support to Islamic 
fighters, saying they were on thei 
“front line” in defending Islam. 

‘The audio track of the video) 
aired partially by the satellite 
television channel was posted} 
earlier on a website used by Is- 
lamist groups. 

‘Commenting on Zawahri’s re-! 
marks, Hamas official Osama} 
Hamdan said the group had no} 
intention of recognizing the 
deals. Reuters, 


{ 


oppose Taiwan independence 


BEWING—CHINA WILL “UNCOM- 
promisingly” oppose any moves to- 
wards independence in Taiwan, Pre- 
mier Wen Jiabao told parliament on 
Sunday, amid heightened tensions 
between Beijing and Taipei. 

“We will uncompromisingly 
oppose secessionist activities 
aimed at Taiwan independence,” 
Wen told the opening day of the 
National People's Congress annu- 
al session. 

China views Taiwan as part of 
its territory to be regained by 
force if necessary. China and Tai- 
wan split in 1949 after the Na- 
tionalist forces lost a civil war to 
the communists and fled to the is- 
land. 

‘Tensions spiked last week after 
‘Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian 


formally scrapped an advisory 
council and guidelines set up to; 
look at eventual reunification} 
with the mainland, H 

The council was considered’ 
largely symbolic and had been 
dormant since 2000 but Chen's 
decision infuriated Beijing, which 
accused Chen of pushing the re- 
gion towards disaster. 

"Everyone wants cross-strait 
relations to be peaceful and sta- 
ble, and develop to the mutual 
benefit of both sides,” Wen said, 

“Anyone who tries to reverse 
this major trond will most certain- 
ly fail. It is the common wish of all 
Chinese people to sce the ultimate 
realization of the great cause of 
national reunification, a process 
that no one can stop.” AFP 
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MOSCOW—ISLAMIST MILITANT GROUP 
Hamas rejected Russian appeals for it to rec- 
ognize Israel or disband its armed wing, se- 
nior leaders of the group said on Saturday. 

"The Moscow visit is the first to a major foreign 
power by leaders of Hamas, who are forming a 
new Palestinian government following a land- 
slide win in the Jan. 25 parliamentary elections. 

Hamas is hoping to gain a measure of inter- 
national standing from the three days of talks, 
‘opposed by Israel and the United States. 

The Hamas charter calls for the destruction 
of the Jewish state. Both the United States and 
the European Union have branded Hamas a 
terrorist organization. But it is popular among 
Palestinians for charitable works and has a rep- 
tation for freedom from corruption. 

Hamas deputy political leader Moussa Abu 
Marzouk told Reuters in an interview that recog- 
nizing Israel would negate all Palestinian rights, 

“It means a negation of the Palestinian people 
and their rights and their property, of Jerusalem 
and the holy sites, as well as negation of their 
right of retum. Therefore the recognition of Is- 
reel is not on the agenda,” Abu Marzouk said. 

“We believe that Israel has no right to ex- 
ist”, he added later in remarks to an Arab au- 
dience. “Hamas will never take such a step.” 

On Friday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov told a Hamas delegation it must recog- 
nize Israel's right to exist and abide by interim 
peace deals, echoing demands made by the 
US, the European Union and United Nations, 

Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal said Saturday 
he had rejected a bid from Lavrov for Hamas to 
disband its armed wing and integrate the gunmen 
into the general Pales- 
tinian police force. 

“We have made 
clear to the officials in 
Russia that the armed 
wing (of Hamas) will 
have no role in the in- 
ternal situation, and 
will resist the occupa: 
tion and defend the 
whole land”, Meshal 
said. 

‘Abu Marzouk, who 
is part of the Hamas 
delegation in Moscow, 
blasted previous Pales- 
tinian accords with Is- 
rael and said they did 
not define the Jewish 
state's borders. 

“| gave the Russian 
officials a white sheet 
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Hamas rejects recognition 
of Israel despite pressure 


and I asked them to draw me a map of the Israel 
they want me to recognize and nobody was able 
todraw the map,” he said. 

“Therefore how would you want me to rec- 
ognize something that is so dangerous to the 
future of the Palestinian people.” 

Hamas is in the middle of forming a gov- 
ernment and expects to name a cabinet with- 
in weeks. 

Israel says it will not negotiate with a gov- 
ernment led by Hamas, which has carried out 
nearly 60 suicide bombings against Israelis 
since a Palestinian uprising erupted in 2000. 
Hamas has said talks with Israel would be a 
waste of time. Reuters 
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Nearly 50 
killed in 
Pakistan 
clashes 
MIRANSHAH, 
Pakistan—Nearly 50 


people were killed in 
fierce fighting which 


erupt 


ted between 


pro-Taliban Islamist 
militants and Pak? 
istani security forces 
ina tribal region near 
the Afghan border on 
Saturday, the mili- 
tary said. 


The 


je fighting broke 


out when militants 


seize 


d one govern- 


ment building and 


town 
Wazi 
The 


attacked others in 


nshah, the main ; 


in the North 
iristan region, 
violence spread 


to the nearby town 
of Mir Ali, officials 


said. 


“According to our 
reports 25 militants 


were 
shah 
Ali,” 


killed in Miran- 
and 21 in Mir 
said military 


spokesperson Major 


Gen, 
tan, 


Shaukat Sul- 


He said three sol- 


diers 


were killed and 


10 wounded in the 


viole: 


nce which 


erupted as US Presi- 


dent 


George W. Bush 


was visiting Pakistan 


for ti 
dent 
rafo 
roris 


alks with Presi- 
Pervez Mushar- 
n the war on ter- 
m. 


The violence un- 


derli 
lems 


ined the prob- 
Musharraf 


faces in the semi-au- 


tono 
tive, 
tribal 

Pas 
both 


mous, conserva- 
ethnic Pashtun 
area. 

shtuns inhabit 
sides of the bor- 


der with Afghanistan 


and 
suppi 


many _ people 
ort the Taliban, 


most of whose lead- 


ers a 


ind rank-and-file 


are Pashtun. Reuters 
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MESSAGE OF THANKS | : 


The family would like to express 
gratitude to the PNP Police Regional Office 3 
recruits for their blood donations for my wite’s 
heart surgery in January 2006. 


We would especially like to thank Ret. 
Gen. Rosalio Magsino, Police Chief Supt. 
Gen. Alejandro C. Lapinid, Police Supt. Col. 
Rosucto Ricaforte and Deputy Group 
Director Maj. Rommel Batanga, without 
whose help this would not have been possible. 
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TheNNORLD .. 
EU rejects Iranian proposal on nuclear crisis 


\VIENNA—DURING CRISIS TALKS WITH EU 
powers over its nuclear activities, Iran offered 
a two-year moratorium on industrial-scale nu- 
clear fuel enrichment while continuing its nu- 
clear research, diplomats said. 

But EU diplomats rejected the offer saying 
it would not allay concerns that Tehran se- 
cretly wants to build atomic bombs. 

‘One European diplomat familiar with the 
talks said the EU had demanded up to a 10- 
year moratorium, which Iran rejected. 

“Larijani’s offer was no basis for a compro- 
mise,” one diplomat said, referring to the 
chief Iranian negotiator, Ali Larijani. “The of- 
fer made no sense tous.” 

The failure of Friday's Vienna encounter 
between Iran and foreign ministers and diplo- 
mats from Germany, France and Britain paves 
the way for possible UN Security Council ac- 
tion against Iran after the UN nuclear watch- 
dog, the TAEA, meets next week. 

EU leaders said Larijani offered nothing 
that could underpin a solution to the crisis, 
but that he displayed a more conciliatory, con- 
structive tone than the defiance of the past. 

Larijani, in an interview with Austrian 
newspaper Kurier due to be published on 
‘Sunday, brushed aside the failure of the talks 
with the Europeans, and indicated that ulti- 
mately what mattered was how the United 
States negotiated with Iran. 

He also criticized Washington, saying it 
had shown double standards by signing trade 
deals with nuclear power India in recent days, 
while refusing to treat with Iran. 


“One land builds atomic bombs and the USA 
signs contracts with it, and the other wants nu- 
clear energy for peaceful purposes. Anarchy 
reigns in international law,” Larijani said. 

In their talks, EU3 diplomats said Larijani of- 
fered the two-year moratorium on efforts to es- 
tablish commercal-scale production of enriched 
uranium, the fuel for civilian nuclear power reac- 
tors or, if purified to a high level, weapons. 

He further said Iran would again permit 
short-notice inspections by the International 
‘Atomic Energy Agency that it barred in retalia~ 
tion for a Feb. 4 vote of the IAEAs governing 
board to report Tehran to the Security Council. 

‘An Iranian diplomat close to the talks said 
there was “a high possibility to reach an agree- 
ment with the EU3” based on Larijan overture, 
three days before the TAEA board convenes in a 
likely precursor to Security Council involvement. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, speak- 
ing on a trp to Pakistan, said that even ifthe [AEA 
reported Iran to the Security Council, sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic were unlikely to be 
the first step in dealing with the crisis. 

In their talks, EU diplomats noted that Iran 
planned to start installing 3,000 centrifuges 
later this year. 

About 1,500 centrifuges running optimally 
and non-stop for a year could yield enough 
highly enriched uranium for an atomic bomb, 
nuclear scientists say. 

“Their insistence on R&D seems to encom- 
pass the 3,000 centrifuges. So this was no ba- 
sis for compromise as far as we could see,” 
said one EU3 diplomat. Reuters 


Oscars organizers urged 
to disqualify ‘Paradise Now’ 


HOLLYWOOD—SOME 36,000 PEOPLE HAVE 
petitioned Oscars organizers to urgently dis- 
qualify the Palestinian entry for Sunday's 
‘Academy Awards, “Paradise Now,” claiming it 
glorifies suicide bombers. 

‘An Arab-American peace activist delivered 
the petition to the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences late Friday, 48 hours before 
the show at which Hany Abu-Assad's film could 
win the Oscar for best foreign language film. 

“Giving an Oscar nomination to this film 
glorifies inexcusable actions,” said peace ac- 
tivist Nonie Darwish. “It may even encourage 
future homicide bombings.” 

‘The movie, one of five contenders for the 
foreign film Oscar, tells the story of two child- 
hood friends who volunteer for a double sui- 
cide bombing in Tel-Aviv and tries to examine 
their motivations. 

“Paradise Now,” which won the Golden 
Globe award for best foreign-language film in 
January, does not deserve its Oscar nomina- 
tion because it legitimizes suicide bombings, 
Darwish maintained. 

Oscars officials confirmed they had received 
the petition but said the film would not be with- 
drawn from consideration at Hollywood's 
biggest night, weighted this year with a battery 
of serious politically themed movies. 

The petition drive was organized by Yossi 
Zur, whose 16-year-old son, Asaf, died in a 
suicide bus bombing in Israel on March 5, 
2003, exactiy three years ahead of Sunday's 
78th Academy Awards show. 

Darwish said she did not oppose movie-go- 
ers seeing the film or the director's right to 
make it, but insisted that awarding the movie 
an Oscar would send the wrong message to 
the volatile and strife-torn Middle East. 

“Ie will say that here is two guys who did 
terrorism ... and the movie won an Academy 
Award,” Darwish said. 

“Paradise Now's" Jan. 31 nomination for best 
foreign film immediately sparked protests both 


SCENIC artist Rick Roberts paints giant 
Oscar statues on the red carpet outside the 
Kodak Theater during preparations for the 
78th Annual Academy Awards in Los 
Angeles, March 4. ” 


in Israel and in the United States, drawing fire 
also for the Academy's decision to tag the 
movie's origin as “Palestine.” 

Reports have said that the Israeli govern- 
ment quietly lobbied the Academy to have it 
represent the Palestinian Authority, but Oscar 
officials denied coming under any pressure 
from either Israel or any Jewish group. 

However, the Academy did mull whether to 
recategorize the disputed movie as coming 
from the “Palestinian Territories" or some oth- 
ertag. AFP 


Tom Cruise, Nicole Kidman 
earn pre-Oscars ‘dishonors’ 


LOS ANGELES—SUPERSTAR TOM CRUISE, 
his fiancee Katie Holmes and his ex-wife 
Nicole Kidman won dishonor Saturday at the 
annual Golden Razzie awards, an Oscars 
spoof held a day ahead of the big awards. 

‘Tom Cruise and his pregnant paramour 
scooped the lowest award in the Razzies 
newest category, Most Tiresome Tabloid Tar- 
gets of 2005, but they had to share their 
shame with Oprah Winfrey's couch, the Eiffel 
‘Tower and “Tom's Baby.” 

Cruise, 43, famously announced he was in 
love with Holmes by jumping on talk show 
queen Winfrey's sofa during a broadcast last 
year, Cruise then proposed to Holmes, 26, 
atop Paris’ Eiffel Tower in June and an- 
nounced they were expecting in October, all 
amid a massive glare of tabloid publicity. 

Razzie founder John Wilson said the for- 
merly ultra-private Cruise deserved the 
award because he made a spectacle of himself 
when he decided to “suddenly propose in 
front of reporters on the Eiffel Tower and 
jump up and down like the monkey in “Curi- 
‘ous George” on Oprah Winfrey's couch.” 

Cruise's Oscar-winning ex, Kidman, shared 
the Razzie award for the worst screen couple of 
2005 with Will Ferrell for their movie version of 
the 1960s television show “Bewitched.” 

“Top Gun” and “Mission Impossible” star 
Cruise, separated from Kidman, 38, in 2001 
after 10 years of marriage, later divorced her 
and began dating Holmes after at least one 
other high-profile romance in April last year. 

In the most tiresome celebrity category, 
Cruise and Holmes beat “The Simp- 


sons"—singing sisters Ashlee, Jessica and Jes 
sica’s estranged husband Nick Lachey; new 
mom Britney Spears; and hotel heiress Paris 
Hilton in the category. 

The couple dubbed “TomKat” reigned ove! 
ayear marked by astring of tired remakes ant 
movie sequels led by the comedy adventure 
“Son of the Mask,” which went to Saturday's 
show armed with eight nominations 

The gross out romantic comedy “Dirty 
Love,” written by and starting former Playboy 
Playmate Jenny McCarthy, took home the 
most gold spray-painted statuettes with three 
at the 26th annual Razzie Awards held in Hol 
lywood. j 

The blonde bombshell McCarthy won for 
worst actress and worst screenplay, while her 
former husband, John Asher, took home worst 
director dishonors at the mock movie awards. 

US comic actor Rob Schneider was dis 
graced with the award for the worst perfor 
mance by an actor last year for his slapstick 
feature “Deuce Bigalow: European Gigolo. 
while heart-throb Hayden Christensen won 
worst supporting actor for his role in "Star 
Wars Episode Ill: The Revenge of the Sith.” 

Hilton won for worst supporting actress for 
her role in the camp horror flick “House vt 
Wax,” while “Son of the Mask,” an ill-thougi 
sequel to Jim Cartey's 1994 hit minus the star, 
was chosen worst remake or sequel, 

But none of the shamed stars took the leu! 
from last year’s winner Halle Berry and showed! 
up at the ceremony to collect their gold sprav 
painted plastic raspberries, which organizers 
say are worth as much as $4.97. AFP 
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Killing Rizal again 


Ie DEFENDING ITS INVASION OF PRESS FREEDOM, 


the Arroyo administration is battling the legacy of 

Jose Rizal and our other founding fathers. It is for this 
reason why we urge the Supreme Court, not only to con- 
tinue with the oral arguments and the deliberations on 
the constitutionality of Proclamation 1017, but to decide, 


We do not know if President Macapagal-Arroyo and her 
closest advisers realize it, but in sending policemen to 
The Daily Tribune newsroom, deploying troops to keep 
watch over TV networks, and warning journalists who 
may prove critical of the administration, they are tram- 
pling on the memory of Rizal and other anti-colonial 


dom and shaped our nation. 


democrats who fought for our liberties. 


‘As constitutionalist Joaquin Bernas, S.J. writes in his 
much-consulted casebook: Freedom of expression “was 
one of the burning issues during the Filipino campaign 
against Spain, first, in the writings of the Filipino propa- 
gandists, and, finally, in the armed revolt against the 


mother country.” 


Thät “whereas” clause in Proclamation 1017, which ac- 
cuses the media of recklessly magnifying the claims of al- 
legedh conspirators against the State, threatens to undo 
Rizal's work, and those of the other democrats who have 
followed him. It threatens to turn criticism reflected in me- 
dia into proof of sedition. It threatens to turn the necessar- 
ily adversarial nature of media, with their constitutionally 
defined role, into evidence of rebellion. It threatens to turn 
media’s very openness and accessibility to everyone in the 
public square with an opinion or a grievance into a public 


challenge against the government. 


‘The Supreme Court must remind the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, gently but confidently and firmly, not to kill Rizal 


all over again. 


We trust that the high court will reject the “new argu- 
ment” offered by Presidential Legal Counsel Ed Nachura; 
to wit, that the cases against Proclamation 1017 must be 
dismissed because they have become moot and academic 


with the lifting of the state of national emergency. 


As the high court has proven before, the mere lifting of 
a controversial act cannot by itself bar the Supreme Court 


from passing judgment on it. 


Even more important, we trust that the justices realize 
that any so-called chilling effect, which is what the media 
fear most, cannot be so easily switched off, and that their 
role as judges may be precisely to raise the temperature of 


the body politic. 


The post-1017 pronouncements of the justice secretary 
himself, that at least seven more journalists are under 
close government watch because of possibly seditious 
commentary or reportage, prove that the chilling effect is 


acontinuing concern. 


For this and similar reasons, the high court must accept 
the responsibility to render judgment on the issue. 

We also trust that while the Supreme Court is no trier 
of facts, it is not blind to reality. The circumstances be- 
hind the implementation of Proclamation 1017 offer 
clear evidence of grave abuse of discretion: the arrest of 
Edsa marchers on Feb., 24, ostensibly on the strength of 
a presidential document the arresting officers had not 
even seen; the decision of the police to send government 
agents into the newsroom, something Palace officials 
did not know about but defended after the fact; and so 


on. 


The Arroyo administration hides behind the fiction of 
political questions, but its understanding is based on 
pre-1987 jurisprudence. Under the 1987 Constitution, 
the political question has been redefined, and the 
Supreme Court has been empowered with the duty “to 
determine whether or not there has been a grave abuse 
of discretion amounting to lack or excess of jurisdiction 
on the part of any branch or instrumentality of the Gov- 


ernment.” 


For this and similar reasons, the high court must judge 
Proclamation 1017 as unconstitutional, and its perni- 
cious effects on the practice of journalism and the exer- 


cise of the freedom of expression unconscionable. 


The Supreme Court must come to the defense of the 
State, by proclaiming yet again that free speech and a free 


press form part of the arsenal of democracy. 


` 


unequivocally, against it. The justices of the high court 


EDITORIAL 


are now engaged in a dialogue with 
the heroes who fought for our free- 


TOMORROW, THE SUPREME COURT WILL 
hear oral arguments on a number of petitions 
to declare unconstitutional Proclamation 
1017, which declared “a state of national 
emergency.” 1017 is so transparently unconsti- 
tutional, an abuse of authority, the tribunal is 
widely expected to strike it down. Which is the 
reason, according to observers, that the Presi- 
dent quickly lifted it—to make the case in the 
high court moot and academic and, therefore, 
prevent the justices from issuing a decision, 
thus saving her from the humiliation of being 
rebuffed by the tribunal. (Another theory is 
that she was given a hint by US Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
Christopher Hill, who visited her recently, that 
the United States does not look kindly on 
Proclamation 1017.) 

The justices—most of whom are appointees 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo—may do just 
that: declare the case "moot and academic” 
(the proclamation being questioned by the pe- 
titioners have already been lifted) and dismiss 
it. That would be a cop-out. Peoplé would sus- 
pect that the Supreme Court dodged the is- 
sue—as itis wont to do in difficult cases—so as 
not to embarrass the President. 

People would think that the justices did iton 
their own, out of gratitude to the President, or 
under pressure from Malacafiang. Which 
would be very bad for the image of the high 
court, which is supposed to be an independent 
body. 

T agree with those who believe that the 
Supreme Court should still decide on the issue, 
even if 1017 has already been lifted. The Court 
should not run away from its responsibility. It 
should guide the government and the people 
on what is the right thing to do should the 
same situation arise again in the future. 

‘Without the Court's pronouncements, what 
is to prevent this administration from impos- 
ing again a similar proclamation? Already, the 


RAUL GONZALEZ SAYS THAT EVEN AFTER 
1017 is lifted, media will still have to comply 
with certain guidelines concerning coverage. 
What arrant nonsense. Someone should re- 
mind him that the origin of our current mes 
that his boss couldn't follow a few simple 
guidelines concerning elections. 

What are those guidelines? First, do not lie. 
If you say you're not going to run, whether on 
the grave of Jose Rizal or not, you do not run. 
Second, do not cheat. You do not raid the pub- 
lic treasury, particularly in the form of funds 
for fertilizer and funds from Pagcor and the 
PCSO, which are meant to alleviate the plight 
of farmers and poor folk, to line the highways 
with billboards displaying your grinning face 
and proclaiming the things you've done for 
farmers and poor folk. Third, do not steal. You 
do not talk to the most corrupt Comelec official 
ever to walk on two legs and demand to win 
over the most popular candidate by a million 
votes, And go on to pass that off as an impro- 
priety or oversight. 

‘These are the simplest guidelines in the 
world, Hell, a cretin would understand them. 

GMA herself said before she lifted the op- 
pression, also called 1017, that it would de- 
pend on whether she was satisfied that the mil- 
itary and police had the country under control. 
What arrant nonsense too. The country does 
not exist at her sufferance, she exists at the 
country’s sufferance. And “sufferance” cap- 
tures the feeling completely. 

Iflifting 1017 had truly depended on her be- 
ing satisfied that the military and police had 
things under control, she would never have 
lifted 1017. It is not merely that she will never 
be satisfied until she rules absolutely and per- 
manentiy. Ir is also that her military and police 
will never have this country under control. 
‘This country has shown repeatedly it does not 
like oppression, also called martial law. In fact, 
this country has repeatedly shown it does not 
like tyrants, also called dictators. 

When GMA lifted 1017 last Friday, I had a 
feeling of déjà vu. Her aura on TV was the 
same one Marcos exuded in the past. Then, ev 
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Department of Justice has warned media that 
1017 would be reimposed if they “don't be- 
have” (translation: don't criticize the govern- 
ment or else ...). In short, the threats and ha- 
rassment spawned by 1017 are still there and, 
in fact, being brandished by the police and the 
DOJ. 

"A lot of important issues will be left hang- 
ing—the legality of warrantless arrests, the 
raid on The Daily Tribune, the attempt to ar- 
rest party-list representatives—if the court 
does not rule on them,” Senate President 
Franklin Drilon said. 

Ibarra Gutierrez III of the Institute of Hu- 
man Rights said that “even if...the proclama- 
tion has already been lifted, we would like to 
insist that the Supreme Court make a ruling to 
prevent (future abuse by the government).” 

Indeed, there are precedents wherein the 
tribunal still ruled on important issues even 
when the cases had become moot and academ- 
ic—to prevent a repeat of the same situation in 
the future. 

We are confident that the Supreme Court 
will not shirk its duty and responsibility. 

Right now, even when 1017 has already 
been lifted, the threats and harassment to 
media and journalists continue. The police 
guards at The Daily Tribune have been 
pulled out, but inciting to sedition charges 
have been filed against its publisher and 
two of its columnists. The DOJ warned that 
the administration will not hesitate to reim- 


Guidelines 


THERE’S 
THE RuB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


ery time Marcos agreed to liberalize or lift an 
oppressive law, he actually expected the public 
to be thankful. It was as if he was doing the 
country a favor, deigning to heed public clam- 
or. Well, Iam not thankful. The fact that GMA 
declared de facto martial law, however tem- 
porarily in the guise of emergency rule; the 
fact that she still means to effect it in the form 
of “guidelines” to media; and the fact that the 
prospect of martial law continues to dangle 
over our heads (Marcos suspended the privi- 
lege of the writ of habeas corpus after the 1971 
bombing of Plaza Miranda as a trial balloon— 
itbecame the prelude to full-blown martial law 
a year later); these are oppressions by, in and 
of themselves. 

GMA did not lift 1017 out of the goodness of 
her heart, she lifted it out of the fury in the citi- 
zens’ minds. While at this, Iam deeply glad this 
country did not give in to more indifference 
and apathy but fought back from the start. Me- 

in particular, have to be commended here. 
‘They stood their ground. 

‘The lifting of 1017 is not something to be 
thankful for, the declaration of 1017 is some- 
thing to be furious about. 1 remember one 
phrase from Cory’ time when she was fighting 
the very real coups that came her way: "des 
fending democracy by the ways of democracy.” 
‘That is an awe-inspiring line, and one that 
shows up the folly of GMA' tack, if not indeed 
the blight of her existence. There is no other 
way to defend democracy except by the ways 
of democracy. You cannot defend democracy 
by the ways of dictatorship. You can only de- 
fend dictatorship by the ways of dictatorship. 

That was how Cory stopped the coups, by 


pose 1017 if media “do not behave” (trans- 
lation: stop airing criticisms and negative 
news against the government or else...). 

‘The police (which know next to nothing 
about the business of journalism) even 
have the temerity to announce that they 
will issue “guidelines” to media. And when 
asked how they can formulate the guide- 
lines when they know nothing about media 
work, the police replied that the rules 
would be similar to those of the Journal- 
ists’ Code of Ethics, and the guidelines is- 
sued by the Philippine Press Institute (PPI) 

he Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster sa 

inas (KBP). But if the media already 
have these guidelines, what's the use of is- 
suing similar ones? 

INCIDENTAL INTELLIGENCE: The Philip- 
pine oil industry is talking about an undersec- 
retary purportedly behind the idea of creating 
a “super body" with an arrogant sounding 
name that would practically control one of the 
most strategic industries in the country. This 
shadow agency would have been headed by a 
“presidential assistant” (the undersecretary 
was hoping to be the one appointed by Mala- 
cafiang to that position) who could order 
around existing line agencies, attached bu- 
reaus and government-owned and -controlled 
corporations (GOCCs). In effect, another layer 
in the government's bloated bureaucracy. For- 
tunately, this idea was shelved after strong ob- 
jections from stakeholders, economists and 
legislators. 

"The talk is that this “upstart” continues to 
Jockey for position and usurp his boss’ authori- 
ty: Recently, he was seen on television making 
sweeping pronouncements, forcing his boss to 
correct the misimpression that he had made. 
‘This undersecretary is also a known hothead; 
he crossed swords with his superior in the oth- 
er agency he served a few years back. 


defending democracy by the ways of democra- 
cy. By meeting the threat against democracy 
not by denying democracy but by affirming 
democracy. Contrary to rumor, democracy is 
not the weakest system in the world and dicta- 
torship the strongest one. It's the other way 
around. Democracy is the strongest system in 
the world and dictatorship the weakest one. 
That is so because of one thing: Democracy has 
the mandate of the people, it has the support of 
the people, and in the end it can count on the 
people to defend it. Dictatorship has the re- 
solve only of a junta, it has the support only of 
the greedy and the sycophantic, and in the end 
it can only count on guns and bullets to prop it 
up. 

‘The part about the people being counted 
upon to defend democracy when it is threat 
ened is particularly telling, The people did 
rise to defend the Cory administration, what- 
ever its faults and infirmities, when military 
mutineers rose to topple it. Media came to- 
gether and published a pooled editorial in 
1989 condemning the December coup. Civil 
society, the Church, the business community, 
ordinary folk vowed to people-power all over 
again to protect the gains of Edsa. As threats 
g0, you cannot find a greater threat to gov- 
ernment than the coups Cory faced. She 
stopped them by trusting the people to stop 
them. The coups did stop after 1989, totally, 
absolutely, and for a while at least until GMA 
stoked their fires all over again, seemingly 
permanently. 

‘That is the only way to stop a coup. Or at 
least that is the only way to stop a coup and 
save democracy. You declare martial law to 
stop a coup—or a “withdrawal of support,” as 
Generoso Senga continues to call Danilo Lim's 
action—you are saying you distrust the people, 
you are saying they will never lift a finger to 
defend you. You obliterate the rights of the 
people to stop a coup, you are not protecting 
the people from their enemies, you are protect- 
ing yourself from the people. 

in this country, patriotism is not the Inst 
refuge of scoundrels, Dictatorship is, 
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“[A] declaration of a state of rebellion [or emer- 
gency] is an utter superfluity . ... This Court finds 
that such a declaration is devoid of any legal signif- 
icance, For all legal intents, the declaration is 
deemed not written.” —Sanlakas v Executive Sec- 
retary (2004) 


BUT WHAT HAVE THE MINIONS OF PRESIDENT 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, by authority of President Ar- 
royo, been perpetrating? 

Proclamation No. 1017 is not the first time that 
President Arroyo has toyed with the most benign 
of the commander-in-chief powers. We know that 
as commander in chief, the President has the 
power to impose martial law or suspend the privi- 
lege of the writ of habeas corpus. These two pow- 
ers have serious implications on human rights. 

‘The third commander-in-chief power, howev- 
er, is more easily resorted to, and resort to it is 
generally beyond the power of review by the 
Supreme Court. The Constitution simply says: 
when it becomes necessary, she may call on the 
‘Armed Forces to prevent or suppress lawless vio- 
lence or rebellion. The Court recognizes that she 
is the best judge of whether it has become neces- 
sary. 
She resorted to it in 2001 and again in 2003, 
and now once again by Proclamation 1017. Let us 
review the first two events. 

‘On May 1, 2001, President Arroyo, faced by an 
“angry and violent mob armed with explosives, 
firearms, bladed weapons, clubs, stones and oth- 
er deadly weapons” attempting to break into 
Malacafiang, issued Proclamation No. 38 declar- 
ing that there was a “state of rebellion” in the Na- 
tional Capital Region. She thereafter issued Gen- 
eral Order No. 1 directing the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and the Philippine National Police to 
suppress the rebellion. Warrantless arrests of sev- 
eral alleged leaders followed. 

Petitions were brought before the Supreme 
Court challenging the validity of the proclama- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


fee OPINION .......... 
Playing games with the Court 


SOUNDING 
BoarD 


Fr. Joaquin G. 
Bernas, SJ. 


tion and of the warrantless arrests. But before the 
Court could decide on the case, President Arroyo 
lifted the declaration of the state of rebellion. 
Hence, the issue of the validity of the proclama- 
tion became “moot” and the Court did not touch 
it. Ms Arroyo, therefore, was able to sidestep the 
challenge to her proclamation. As to arrests, the 
Supreme Court said they could only be carried 
‘out in accordance with the Rules of Court. 

It happened again in 2003. In the wake of the 
Oakwood incident, President Arroyo issued on 
July 27, 2003 Proclamation No. 427 declaring a 
State of rebellion and calling out the Armed 
Forces to suppress it. Petitions were filed chal- 
lenging the validity of the proclamation. But 
again before the Court could resolve the peti- 
tions, President Arroyo lifted the proclamation of 
astate of rebellion. 

This time, however, in spite of the fact that the 
issue of the validity of the proclamation had be- 
‘come “moot,” the Court insisted on making some 
clarificatory pronouncements. The Court said: 

“To prevent similar questions from reemerg- 
ing, we seize this opportunity to finally lay to rest 
the validity of the declaration of a state of rebel- 
lion in the exercise of the President’ calling out 
power, the mootness of the petitions notwith- 
standing. 

*.... [In] calling out the armed forces, a decla- 
ration ofa state of rebellion is an utter superfluity. 
‘At most, it only gives notice to the nation that 
such a state exists and that the armed forces may 
be called to prevent or suppress it... This Court 


finds that such a declaration is devoid of any legal 
significance. For all legal intents, the declaration 
is deemed not written. 

“Should there be any ‘confusion’ generated by 
the issuance of Proclamation No. 427 and Gener- 
al Order No. 4, we clarify that .... the mere decla- 
ration of a state of rebellion cannot diminish or 
violate constitutionally protected rights. Indeed, 
if a state of martial law does not suspend the op- 
eration of the Constitution or automatically sus- 
pend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, 
then it is with more reason that a simple declara- 
tion of a state of rebellion could not bring about 
these conditions... 

“For the same reasons, apprehensions that the 
military and police authorities may resort to war- 
rantless arrests are likewise unfounded. In Lac- 
son vs. Perez, supra, majority of the Court held 
that ‘ijn quelling or suppressing the rebellion, 
the authorities may only resort to warrantless ar- 
rests of persons suspected of rebellion, as provid- 
ed under Section 5, Rule 113 of the Rules of 
Court, if the circumstances so warrant. The war- 
rantless arrest feared by petitioners is, thus, not 
based on the declaration ofa state of rebellion.” In 
other words, a person may be subjected to a war- 
rantless arrest for the crime of rebellion whether 
or not the President has declared a state of rebel- 
lion, so long as the requisites for a valid warrant- 
less arrest are present.” 

These two decisions clarify the meaning and 
the legal consequences of a declaration of a “state 
of rebellion.” Such declaration adds no new pow- 
ers. Our President, zealous guardian that she is of 
the “rule of lav,” accepts that clarification. But, 
desiring to assume powers which a declaration of 
a state of rebellion does not give, she avoided 
declaring a “state of rebellion.” Instead, she pro- 
claimed “a state of national emergency” to let her 
minions go their merry way. Beautifull 

‘Who was it who said that a thom by any other 
name is just as sharp? 


Diminishing and diminished icons 


TO JOIN OR NOT TO JOIN. THE ANTI-GMA RAL- 
lies, that is. Judging from what Manila media 
feed the rest of the country, that dilemma seems 
to reflect the polarization of a nation in crisis. If 
one is not with the street raliers, then he or she is 
pro-GMA. But in between the two opposing sides 
supposedly lie the “silent majority” and the 
“fence-sitters.” 

Indeed, the question must be asked why, until 
now, no bandwagon capable of moving heaven 
and earth is building up to unseat Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. We may, however, be getting nearer 
and nearer to the answer. 

‘Amid all the din calling for the President's res- 
ignation, there is one central principle in our 
body politic—and this now appears to be the de- 
cisive factor—that is being overlooked: not every- 
thing that takes place in Manila is equally shared 
by the rest of the country. No rallies with the mag- 
nitude of those erupting in Manila are taking 
place in most of our cities, notwithstanding the 
voices of dissent that can also be heard there. 
What explains the seeming “fence-sitting”? 

T think that the Filipino’s political maturity is 
coming of age. I think the so-called silent majori- 
ty is not pro-GMA; neither is it fence-sitting. 1 
think the silent majority is in fact making a state- 
ment. 

With all the muckraking in the past eight 
months, I think many are convinced that GMA is 
not necessarily the “best president” for us at this 
time; but they also see that neither could be those 
who are calling for her resignation. 

‘And I do not think people will march in protest 
only when the “right leader” comes. Theirs, I 
think, is not silence. Even now, I think they are al- 
ready making a loud statement—they are, in fact, 
rejecting the present field of alternative personal- 
ities. 

Tt has been said that the Filipino knows exactly 


‘THE PRESIDENTIAL PUPPET SHOW BEGAN AS 
a seminar and ended up with a mock coronation. 
It was supposedly a gathering to discuss some- 
thing—or matters—important enough to merit a 
clarificatory memo from the Department of Inte- 
rior and Local Government. Though an unofficial 
activity (because it is party-sponsored), govem- 
ment officials belonging to the Liberal Party were 
welcome to attend, at public expense. Ques- 
tioned on his memo, Undersecretary Marius Cor- 
pus replied, “So what? There's nothing wrong 
with that.” After all, as an old-time Liberal rebel 
once putit, “What are we in power for?” What are 
the modern-day Liberal rebel puppets in power 
for, indeed? 

‘The somos crowd, it seems, thought that after 
all the effort made to hold a seminar, something 
spicier was in order. And so on Wednesday, they 
proceeded to send a text. Oddly enough, some- 
one forwarded it to me, although Fm not an LP 
member. It read, "Bcoz Mar Roxas has no balls, it 
is time to consider new LP leaders tomorrow: 
Mike Defensor, LP pres; Miles Roces, exec VP; Kim 
Atienza, VP NCR; Jon Malaya, VP Sectors; Dan 
Suarez, tres treasurer]; Eli Quinto, secretary 
general. Sulong pagbabago, sulong Liberal. Pls. 
pass—Kathy S., Kalipi.” (There was, apparently, 
something somewhat reckless about it. Jon 
Malaya, for one, said he had nothing to do with it, 
and wasn’t even one of those elected.) The result: 
last Thursday's boring seminar in the Manila Ho- 
tel became a spontaneous puppet rebellion, 

Proclaimed by a seminar that went nuts were: 
Lito Atienza as party president; Michael Defensor, 
chair; Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya, vice 
chair; chief presidential legal counsel Eduardo 
Nachura, secretary general; Ambassador to 
Greece Rigoberto Tiglao, deputy secretary gener- 
al. How low can you hang? Never low enough. 
Ask Miles Roces. So young and yet so ... full of 


ulong Liberal!” the puppet parade 
proclaimed; it would declare a new set of leader- 
ship in order, Cong Dadong’s massive portrait 
seemed to smile, Those of Quirino and Roxas 
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along the outmoded bipolarity model, for there 
are many more colors (read: voices) in between 
the black and the white, aside from the gray. This 
is a world of plurality. And people know that. 

TÉ GMA appears to be the quintessential purvey- 
or of transactional politics, people have not forgot- 
ten that the Hyatt 10 initially ried to rescue them- 
selves from ignominy by negotiating with Vice 


what he or she does not like. If only because of 
that, I think that GMA has much to thank all her 
detractors. They are only proving to be her best 
promoters. One only has to see, as the INQUIRER 
editorial said it aptly the week just passed, Imee 
Marcos or Cory Aquino effectively defang a po- 
tential People Power by rushing to an explosive 
situation, thus triggering a retreat of warm bod- 
ies from their dreamed-up popular uprising. 

1 have never seen a more inane scene: Cory 
Aquino in the same cause with Imee Marcos, 
dashing to the aid of Col. Ariel Querubin, one of 
those who had plotted against her while she was 
still President of the Republic; and mumbling 
along the way (as I heard her say it) that she was 
going to Fort Bonifacio “to pray.” What did she 
pray for? Before she could make up an alibi, Gau- 
dencio Cardinal Rosales rebuffed her by saying 
that there are many places, outside Fort Bonifa- 
cio, where she can pray. Aray! 

Sadly, the icon of People Power seems to have 
Jost her appeal, the Nobel Peace Prize nominee is 
now a pathetic, diminishing icon—seemingly 
adept at dishonesty which is a mark of traditional 
and transactional politicians. And the people see 
this. 

Hyatt 10's constant trailing of her is another of 
her banes. How can people believe in a group 
named after a posh hotel only the elite can af- 
ford? The Black and White Movement never 
caught fire. In truth, society does not operate 


Atienza’s rump 
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looked rather grim; the smaller portraits of other 
past Liberal worthies were on the other side of the 
big tarpaulin, overshadowed, and mercifully so; 
it would all have been an embarrassment to them 
had they been alive. 

But politics is not about the past; it is about the 
present. And the present is about making a pre- 
Sent out of the party itself. To the President. 

‘Thus the President appeared, to receive the 
adoration of the massed marionettes, and to give 
her blessings to the scrotum of leadership. “Kaya 
tuloy-tuloy ang ating partnership, ang ating mak- 
abuluhang alyansa na kinabubuti ng buong bansa 
at sambayanang Pilipino. Muli, mga Liberal, 
maraming salamat sa inyong suporta,” she said. 
Atienza is the Liberal wing beneath my wings, she 
announced. More than that, he is officially the 
Palace's supporter. A genuine jockstrap of a state- 
ment. 

Poor Chito Gascon, too hairy to qualify as one 
of the smooth round spheres of power, appeared 
rather scandalized by all the testicular adoration 
and he stalked out. The discussion continued on 
an anatomical level in the media. “A rump ses- 
sion! Protested Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, Neric Acosta, Butch Abad and even Mar 
Roxas, whom Pia Hontiveros twitted on TV for be- 
ing uncharacteristically passionate about the 
whole thing. They thundered and shrilled about 
Atienza'’s rump: it was all merely a lot of hot ait, 
they said. 

Even if they said Atienza’s rump only passed 
gas, who, Secretary Defensor asked, is now cov- 
ered in a fine brown mist? Can he, or Miles Roces, 
or any of the others who starred in the march of 
the marionettes, help it if their partymates re- 


President Noli de Castro for positions in his “fu- 
ture” Cabinet, even before they announced their 
breakaway from GMA. And the people saw that. 
Dinky Soliman did not need to shed copious tears. 

‘Neither will there be sympathies for the “aging 
but fighting” Tito Guingona. Ask the people of 
northern Mindanao, where the Guingonas are 
currently running a family dynasty in a place they 
have long abandoned for glitzy Manila. If there is 
talk that GMA cheated her way to the presidency, 
there is as much talk of the Guingonas having 
bought their way to their current elective posi- 
tions. Even before son TG set his sights on the sec- 
ond congressional district of Bukidnon (where he 
had never lived in his entire life), there was talk 
in that province that he was sponsoring projects 
and making donations using the resources of a 
national office. 

I do not say the rumors are true. I am saying 
that suspected cheaters cannot themselves lead a 
movement organized to oust a sitting President, 
because the latter is suspected of cheating. 

Now it can be told. The Estradas had PS million 
in cold cash to give to “charity” That is transac- 
tional politics for you, in a political economy of 
diminished icons. 

We just blew the opportunity for another Peo- 
ple Power. GMA is now laughing her way to 
2010. 


‘Comments to monta@cu-edo.edu.ph 


duced Senate President Drilon to blubbering on 
TV? Such is democracy, the well-practiced line 
‘went; can they help it if there was a spontaneous 
manifestation of party democracy? After all, last 
‘Thursday's spontaneity was the best kind: well- 
organized. 

Like LP candidate Serging Osmefia crying 
“We wuz robbed!” to the press following his 
loss to Marcos in the 1969 elections, the targets 
of the puppet attack could only speak of the 
rules, the party constitution, decency, tradi- 
tion. Things the puppet faithful can't eat, much 
less swallow. 

‘The President's contribution to the Liberals 
are, after all, significant: she did not run for the 
Senate, the vice presidency, or the presidency un- 
der it, despite her father's life-long membership 
in the party, precisely because she did not want to 
ruin the Liberal name with her record of govem- 
ment disservice; on that count, she’s been the 
soul of consideration. She has cultivated the Lib- 
eral Party, it's true, but prefers to more fully care 
for her own pet party, Kampi, the boa constrictor 
in waiting, eager to swallow up the political ana- 
conda known as the Lakas-CMD. The President is 
a pragmatist; the outflanked, outfoxed Liberals 
ambushed by the puppet attack, are mere senti- 
mentalists. 

In politics, it is as in war: fortune favors the 
bold—and the bald; though not bald as in Butch 
Abad, but bald, as in bald-faced lie: for even if 
puppetry can engineer a party coup, such a coup, 
because of the identity of the puppet-master, can 
never be considered anything more than a propa- 
ganda performance. Still, the bold, if not the 
beautiful, for now, are victorious. 

‘Tomorrow, in Club Filipino, Senate President 
Drilon, Cory Aquino, Jovito Salonga, Mar Roxas, 
Kiko Pangilinan and others will reassert the | iden- 
tity of what they insist is the true Liberal Party, the 
kind that doesn't require strings. Of one thing, 
though, l'm sure: there won't be a tacky Hawaiian 
shirt among them. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon.ph/blog 


A better countr 
a better world 


“I have tried to be objective; I cannot claim to be de- , 
tached."—C. Wright Mills 


IN 1983, SOMEBODY ENGRAVED THESE WORDS ON A 14” 
216" piece of wood and hung ton the wall behind my office 
es 

‘Who putit there, I can no longer remember but the words 
no doubt have influenced my life through Mr. & Ms., the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer and Pinoy Times, My retirement” + 
from the writing pro- 
fession notwith- 
standing, I com- 
mend media's priet- 

stand against 
Brodamation 1017. Eugenia Duran-Apostol 

My own career in 
jouralism—where I tried hard to be objective—cannot be 
separated from the crusade of the Filipino people against 
Marcos’ martial law or President Estrada's shenanigans. 

In 2002, when it seemed that Edsa I and If had not 
swered our prayers for a better life in a better country, I 
stigated” an Education Revolution through the Foundation 
for Worldwide People Power (FWWPP). We started by asking 
people not to go to Edsa anymore if they wanted genuine so- 
cial change. Instead, we encouraged them to take a really 
close look at public schools and find out how they could help 
improve the schools and the quality of teaching in their re- 
spective barangays. 

From the start, we already knew that organizing commu: + 
nity action for public schools was a daunting task, but we got 
some help. My dear friend, the late Sen. Raul Roco, told us 
about Republic Act 8525 (Adopt-A-School Law of 1998). “Do7, ‘{ 
you realize,” he said, “that there is actually a law that gives a” 
150-percent tax incentive to private sector assistance to pub- 
lic education?” Wouldn't that motivate local entrepreneurs a. 
little bit more to extend a helping hand to the public schools ‘= 
right in the communities where they do business? Indeed, it 31 
could. by 

Today, after three years of implementation in different., 
parts of the country, the Education Revolution is poised to,, „, 
become a genuine national movement of school communi- ' 
ties, For 2006, we will be fielding community development '? 
coordinators who are specially trained to set up Education. 
Working Groups—essentially education stakehold- 
ers—tasked with drafting and implementing school im- 
provement plans. 

In line with this, we are introducing the concept of perfor- 
mance-based private sector support, which veers away fromJ 
simple doles (just to help sustain public schools) to assis- 
tance for a reasonable but significant overall improvement. 
in learning outcomes in the public school. y 

‘And that's not all. Teachers are the heart of the Education 
Revolution. Their ability to inspire excellence in their stu-, `y, 
dents directly rests on how well they see themselves as cata- ,., 
Iysts for social transformation. The Mentoring the Mentors’ y' 
Program of Education Revolution 2006 scales up its activi-; ” 
ties to reach as far as our dream will let us. : 

Here's how Dr. Eden Omboy, the recently retired Butuan: 
City Schools division superintendent describes her Mentor- y 
ing the Mentors experience: a 

“The Education Revolution via the Mentoring the Mentors’ ` 
Program came to DepEd Butuan City Division quietly, with- 
out fanfare, but the results were nothing less than a revoluy. r 
tion from within! Little did 1 know it would change my life. 
and those of other participants. 

“Thad been a Department of Education superintendent for 
13 years and had been contemplating retirement at age 63. sa) 
in recent years, the financial responsibility and extraneous ;;” 
functions of the job had isolated me from where the real ac- 
tion was in delivering education—the classroom! 

“I had been trained as a teacher, not as a financial manag- `} 
er and, on those rare occasions when I was able to sit in the 
classroom, I saw the many challenges that a teacher faces ev- 
ery day given the realities in her midst: very large class size, 
overloaded curriculum, inadequate facilities, poor pay, fami- ` 
ly problems, and the teacher herself, ill-equipped to use ' 
teaching strategies that could ease her burden. What was re- 
ally alarming was the prevailing cynicism—that hard work 
does not pay. 

“Isat for four days in the Mentoring the Mentors training 
in Butuan and every day, during reflection and prayer, 1 real- 
ized that the real People Power must start from within our- 
selves; that we can only change people and realities if the 
change starts with us. 

“To effect a real education revolution, there must be a sin- 
cere, actual ‘Kambio sa Pananaw” from the ‘akin’ (mine) men- 
tality to ‘atin’ (ours) mentality. The collective progress must: 
start from honest, collaborative hard work from each of us. 

“retired on Nov. 15, 2005. Since then, I have volunteered 
to join the Mentoring the Mentors team in Mindanao. We 
conducted trainings in Butuan City for DepEd Caraga; in 
Gingoog City DepEd Division under superintendent Myrna 
Mootoomull; in Iligan City under superintendent Lourdes 
Tulod; in Bukidnon with superintendent Gloria Benigno; in 
‘Agusan del Sur with superintendent Beatriz Omay; in Suri- 
gao del Sur with superintendent Fe Valeroso; in Bislig City 
‘with superintendent Lucy Castro; and in Surigao City with 
superintendent Leticia Naig. 

"The results of these training sessions were very inspiring. 
Participants would report to us changes in their outlook. 
“Parang magaan na ang pakiramdam ko, Ma'am. Sabi ng 
mga teachers sa school, palagi na akong naka-smile. 

“They would report changes in their school as well. 
‘Ma'am, pinalitan ko ‘yung nilagay ko sa door ng office. 
(Ma'am, I've changed the sign outside my office door). Now 
it says, ‘Please come in anytime.’ Another told us: ‘Ma'am, “t 
may bago na kaming pergola. Painted yellow para cheerful!” 

“Yet another said, Ma'am, hindi na ako nagagalit pag , 
nakaupo ang teacher, at ang mga bata ay maingay dahil sa | 
kanilang group work. Ito yung academic noise na itinuro sa: È 
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COMMENTARY 


‘amin ni Dr. Eve Mejillano, Sinunod ko rin ang suggestion ni. 

Dr. Eve na baguhin ang seating arrangement ng mga bata na;+ 
hindi sila nakaharap sa likod ng kanilang classmates. Ngay- 
‘on, sa bagong seating arrangement, eyeball to eyeball na sila! * 
‘Masaya at gising ang mga bata ngayon (I don't get annoyed- `> 
anymore when the kids get noisy due to their group work.. 3 
“This must be the ‘academic noise’ that Dr, Evelyn Mejillano:,. ; 
[Mentoring the Mentors national coordinator] talked to us 
about. I followed Dr. Eve's suggestion to change the seating, 
arrangement so the children face one another, eyeball-t 
eyeball They're more alert and they seem like theyre enjoy 

ing themselves in lass).” z 

“These give us a beautiful start of the changes to come.) 
in our public education system. Dr. Sol R Matugas, the dy- '. 
namic regional director of DepEd Region VIII, has sent me 
this message for reflection: ‘The real world is not outside’ 
but within ourselves, The real possessions are not those, n 
we hold in our hands but those that we give with our, ,, 
hearts!” 

‘The FWWPP has sown the seed for a real education revo-* -? 
lution from within! Dr. Eden's words are pure adrenalin for+ 
us here at FWWPP; they inspire us to do berter and keep the . 1) 
fire of People Power burning brightly. C. Wright Mills was, }., 
right: we really should look at the world objectively, but we' , 
affirm our own humanity by doing our part to make this! {7 
world better. i 

(You may send e-mail to the author at execdir@fwwpp.org.) «1È 
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Drug problem much bigger 
than it is made to appear 


‘THE “TIANGGE” IN PASIG SOLD MARIJUANA 
and shabu to the very rich all the way down to 
the very poor. After peddling drugs on the 
streets, the drug lords and their middlemen 
are now into a more sophisticated prac- 
tice—letting their “clients” come to them in- 
stead; they're putting up shops! 

In Cebu, you find establishments where you 
can insert your arm into a hole and; for an 
mum charge of P30, ask for a shot, and a hi 
den person injects the merchandise into your 
‘arm. Very quick and impersonal service—you 
only see a hole and the person delivering the 
drug only sees an arm, 

While these marketing tools speak of new 
trends in the sale of illicit drugs, the old meth- 
ods of distributing dangerous drugs are still 
the most used. 

In some police precincts in Metro Manila 
and in other parts of the country, the police 
round up the drug pushers and confiscate their 
shabu, only to turn it over to “friendly” push- 
ers. 

Tn public and private schools, drug pushers 
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go for students and 

supply them 

with free sam- 

ples ofshabuun- LETTERS 
til the “targets” = 
become addicted p 
to the prohibited 
substance. Only then 
wouid pushers demand payment for their 
“goods.” With the need for money to buy illicit 
drugs, addicted students start selling to fellow 
students. The marketing network grows by 
leaps and bounds as new recruits become 
pushers. 

A narration of the ways of drug pushing 
would be interesting but it wouldn't be able to 
show the enormity of the drug problemourna- 
tion faces. 

A 1999 survey of the Dangerous Drugs 
Board (DDB) revealed that the Philippines had 
3.4 million addicts—1.8 million regular and 
1.6 million occasional users. But the number of 
prevalent users was estimated at 9 million. 

In June 2005, the DDB presented new fig- 
ures: 6.7 million addicts; no specifics were giv- 
en on the number of regular and occasional 
users. However, the number of prevalent users 
jumped to 11 million, 

More troubling were the findings of a 2001 
Social Weather Stations survey. Commissioned 
by the National Drug Enforcement and Preven- 
tion Center, they are reportedly being kept se- 
cret and have yet to see the light of day. That 
survey indicated 9.3 million maximum addicts 
and 2.2 million minimum. Under the “maxi- 
mum" category are those who “partially admit- 
ted" to taking drugs; under “minimum” are 
those who “completely admitted” to taking 
drugs, Whatever, the survey showed that ad- 
dicts are usually in a state of denial and tend to 
deny taking drugs or admit a drug intake less 
than their actual, 

A physician has to look into the vital signs of 
a patient and arrives at a diagnosis through a 
battery of tests. In the war on illegal drugs, 
knowledge of both the supply side and de- 
mand side is required. And the public must be 
‘kept informed of the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth all the time! 

—MIGUEL PEREZ-RUBIO, 
ambassador (ret), 

7 San Geronimo, 

Magallanes Village, Makati City 


‘Pinoy’ commentary 
on sports events 


‘THERE ARE TWO THINGS THAT CAN TRULY 
spoil the telecast of a great sports event: very 
many commercials and very silly commentary. 
My friends and I endured these again in the re- 
cent satellite showing of the Vilotia-Aguirre ti- 
tle fight and the NBA All-Star Game. The ad- 
vertising assault, we can live with (thank heav- 
ens for the TV remote control!); the flimsy Fil- 
ipino commentary, we can't, 

Everyone knows that the vastly superior 
American commentary was available, but So- 
lar Sports chose to go "Pinoy" as it did in the 
Pacquiao-Morales rematch. Pm not normally 
pro-American, butin cases like these, when the 
events are held in their turf, 'em Yanks are ar- 
guably the best. And sports fans, wherever 
they are in the world, deserve nothing less. 

Of course, Solar Sports will say it did so to 
afford us locals a “distinctive Filipino flavor 
and perspective.” Fine, but as in the Viloria- 
Aguirre setto, any Pinoy commentary tends to 
be more bland and biased than brilliant and 
balanced. (And who can ever forget that mysti- 
fying line uttered by the blow-by-blow an- 
nouncer: “Ang mga tama ni Aguirre ay hindi na 
luma-landing!") 

‘The original telecast NBA All-Star Game 
would have been an aural pleasure with Marv 
Albert and Doug Collins calling the shots. Alas, 
the Pinoy anchor there in Houston was almost 
always a pass late in describing the action, 
while his companion kept bombarding us with 
distracting statistics ad nauseum in his 
squeaky voice. And quite obviously, they didn't 
get cues from the American TV director so they 
(and us poor viewers) got lost when the cover- 
age suddenly shifted to an off-court interview 
ora taped video. 

But, hey, the Taglish commentary must 
count for major points, right? Come on, in 
broadcasting, it’s what you say—and not how 
you say it—that really matters. The problem 
with sports television in this country is that 
anyone with enough name-dropping talent 
and facial thickness can be a “sportscaster,” 
even if he or she is without any skill or savvy. 
There are those who are better read than 
heard, there are those who can only talk well 
with their fists, and there are those who ought 
to be covering only the Palarong Pambansa, 

We hope that in the next satellite feed of a 
great sports event on American soil, Solar 
Sports (or whichever the local outfit may be) 
would at the very least give local viewers a 
choice of commentary: “Filipinized” on free TV 
and American on cable. Thät way, we don’t have 
to use the remote control's mute function, as we 
often did in those two sports events, 

—GINO 0, GUERRERO, 
goguerrero3@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news 
‘and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily In- 
quirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or 
e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete address 
and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
‘address for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter unless such. 
information is supplied, 
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Lomibao: Bishops not on arrest list 


DAGUPAN CITY—DIRECTOR GENERAL ARTURO ee did rs Jes ee pareha maii apostate on bisit borne of i pes por identifying himasa member 
5 A ing. “This is one matter that he from a source close to Malacafiang. exposés last year. His witnesses hada planned junta in case Ms Arroy 

Lomibao has denied reports that Lingayen-Dagupan does know” the bishop told re- On Sunday he said a Manila-based linked members of President Maca- was unseated. 

Archbishop Oscar Cruz and three other Catholic bish- porters. i es joer called him to get his reac- pagal-Arroyo's family to jueteng, an “I's a recycled accusation,” Da 

ee pera Cruz earlier said he and three tion about a government intelli- illegal numbers game, and election minguez said in a phone intervie 
ops who are critical of the Arroyo administration, other bishops in Luzon had been gence report on his impending ar- fraud. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Nort 
have been included in Malacafiang’s “order of battle.” on the listof people tobe arrested rest. In Pampanga, retired Lt. Gen. ern Luzon Bureau, and Tonett 
i me mathe andap "T ahonid know Tam aho "7 piden of conniving with “The reporter saw the report, Romeo Dominguez denied a TV re- Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Des 

f: k ri Wey bys A do sp fe cata ow, Lam also groups plotting to overthrow the He called up and asked me about 

ing),” Lomibao said here on Sat- close ai g. Arroyo administration. it,” Cruz said. 

But Cruz said He said he first received the in- He said Malacafiang could be hot la 
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The discovery begins. 


The Malayan High School of Science formally opens its doors to every child’s imagination. 


With its advanced curriculum, state-of-the-art facilities and wi-fi campus, the Malayan 
High School of Science promises to be the new home to a new breed of learners, 
determined to succeed in today’s hi-tech world. The Malayan High School of Science. 


Finally, a different school of science for the new century. 


NOW ACCEPTING APPLICANTS ny f 9 di 
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2006-2007! MALAYAN HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 


For admission inquiries, please contact: 

Tel: 562-9231, 562-9381, 562-9329, 
562-8516, 301-0268, 301-0269 

Email: hs.admissions@malayanscience.net.ph 


Website: http://www.malayanscience.net.ph Mandarin will be offered as an optional subject. 
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NPA AMBUSH AFTERMATH 


480 soldiers to be retraine 


By Felipe V. Celino 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


JÅMINDAN, CAPIZ—ABOUT 480 SOL- 
dibrs of the Army's 47th Infantry Battal- 
ioñ will be retrained here almost three 
months after a New People’s Army 
(NPA) ambush in Iloilo that resulted in 
thgdeath of nine of their comrades. 

‘Lt. Col. Mariano Antonio Perez, the 
néwly replaced battalion comman- 
deg said the retraining at the 3rd m- 
fantry Division headquarters based in 
Camp Peralta in Jaena Norte in April 
aindi May was part of the Army's ef- 
fortsto enhance the soldiers’ capabili- 
tips. 2 


tite trainees will be replaced by 


members of Task Force Panay, a 
ter-service anti-insurgency unit oper- 
ating on Panay Island, 

Perez, who led the 47th IB for a 
year and two months, will be reas- 
signed to the Army's national-head- 
quarters in Camp Aguinaldo. He was 
replaced by Lt. Col, Earl Baliao, a for- 
mer division comptroller, in a simple 
turnover rite on Feb. 15, 

In December last year, soldiers re- 
turning to their camp were ambushed 
as they were passing through a nar- 
row road in Sitio Simadbad, Baran- 
gay Mambiranan in Calinog, Iloilo. 

‘A truck leading the military con- 
voy and with 32 soldiers on board 
ran over a land mine planted by the 
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rebels. After the explosion, the guer- 
rillas appeared and started shooting 
at the soldiers. 

Killed were Staff Sergeants Alexan- 
der Luis, Mildguidez Montemayor, 
Paterno Villorente and Ronnel Panes; 
Privates First Class Rosebelt Nool, 
Rodelio Pacia, James Bryan Angeles 
and Dave Villamor; and Corporal 
Marlo Petalio. 

‘Twenty other 
wounded. 

Despite the casualties, Perez belit- 
tled the NPA attack. 

“It was a mere show of force. They 
wanted to project that they are still 
strong. Actually, they are not,” he 


soldiers were 
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BALIKATAN 

An American soldier assists a Filipino troop in 

alive field battery fire during the just 

concluded joint US-RP military exercise in 

Fort Magsaysay, Palayan City. 
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Cracks in mining area 


COTABATO 
GITY—Land cracks 
have been discovered 
in Tampakan, South 
Cotabato where a min- 
ing company operates, 
the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau in 
Central Mindanao said. 
Jose Madrona, MGB 
director, sald the 
‘cracks were not caused by the operations of 
Sagittarius Mines Inc. but were “old ones as evi- 
enced by the existence of old slumps.” Madrona 
said the bureau had sent a team to check on land 
‘cracks reportedly found in Bagumbayan, Sultan 
Kudarat, The MGB has been monitoring areas 
where possible landslides could occur following 
the St. Bernard mudslide tragedy in Southern 
Leyte two weeks ago. 

Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Radioman posts bail 

BUTUAN CITY—Police arrested a radio broad- 
caster facing a P20-million libel suit filed by 
Mayor Democrito Plaza while hosting his pro- 
gram on Friday morning. Quintin Dangga Jr., 
station manager of Radio Mindanao Network 
here, later posted bail. Last year, Plaza sued 
Dangga after the broadcaster publicized findings 
of the Commission on Audit of discrepancies in 
the city government's expenditures involving the 
procurement of a P5Q-milion traffic light sys- 
tem, purchase of jeeps and supposed excesses 
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during the city's centennial celebration. Plaza 
has denied any wrongdoing. 
Franklin Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Cop dies in robbery 
COTABATO CITY—A policeman was killed on 
March 1 when he tried to grab the firearm of one 
of seven men who were divesting bus passengers 
oftheir money and other valuables in Pikit, North 
Cotabato. Insp. Pikit police chief Andaman Dicay 
identifies the lawman as PO1 Rey Achilar ofthe 
President Roxas town police, also in North Cota- 
bato. Dicay said Achilar was shot by another rob- 
ber during the holdup of passengers of a Cotaba- 
to City-bound Weena Bus in Barangay Nalapaan, 
‘The robbers fled on foot. 

Jeoffrey Maitem, PD! Mindanao Bureau 


Low birth registration 


COTABATO CITY—The 
percentage of live birth 
registration remains 
Jow in the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Min- 
danao, officials of the 
National Statistics Of- 
fice said. NSO-ARMM 
diractor Commando 
Pilimpinas blamed 
"some" Islamic prac- 
tices and lack of education as hindrances to the 
smooth implementation of the government's civil 
repistry program in the region. He said the NSO 
has embarked on a massive information cam- 
paign and a "moblle registration" system in the 
remote villages of Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, 
Sulu and Tawi-Tawi. He said ARMM Gov. Zaldy 
Ampatuan has pledged P3 million for the project. 
Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Tower parts stolen 
BACOLOD CITY—About 210 pieces of tower 
parts worth about P100,000 wore found stolen 
Tuesday by unidentitied thieves from five trans- 
mission towers of the National Transmission 
Corp. In Barangay Vista Alegre here. Transco-Ne- 
aros manager Zosimo Briones warned that it 
Such thefts were not stopped, the towers might 
fall because of weakened supports, which would 
‘cause blackout In northern Negros Occidental. He 
called the attention of all barangay chairs In the 
areas where Transco transmission lines traverse 
tobe vigilant, Senior Supt, Pedro Merced, provin- 
cial police director, sald he assured Briones that 
he would daploy poles in the area. 

Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Village chair shot dead 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—An unidentified 
‘gunman shot dead a barangay captain in San 
Pablo City on Saturday. Polico sald Adonis 
Pecayo, village chair of Barangay San Vicente, 
was about to leave a drugstore along Flores St, 
in Barangay Poblacion at around 7:45 p.m. 
when tha suspect shot him at close range. He 
was declared dead on arrival at the San Pablo 
District Hospital 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Standoff in Tanauan ends in violence 


By Marlon Ramos in Lipa City found a dynamite 600 were members of the Crowd Dis- in the area. control of the building. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau stick with a blasting cap at the persal Management (CDM) unit from Hesaid the Task Force Tanauande- Calabarzon police director Chief 
men’s toilet. the Calabarzon. cided to retain about 600 policemen Supt. Prospero Noble led the police 
TANAUAN CITY—THE ALMOST Aquino, who was declared Thirty private security guards to guard the City Hall premises from contingent that stormed the City 
dnemonth standoff at the rightful winner in the 2004 elec- were also sent to maintain security protesters who might try to regain Hall, 
Tanauan City Hall saw a violent tions by the Commission on Elec- 
end on Friday as about 1,000 po- tions, arrived at the mayor's office 
licemen dispersed supporters of ataround 10:30 a.m. = 
defeated Mayor Alfredo Corona She appealed for calm amid f E EE o 
Who had barricaded the building the tension at City Hall. “Let us all East meets West with GLOB Ly 
since Feb. 7. forget the political bickering and k l 2 
‘More than 100 supporters of instead work together toward the amt y Vacation 
Corona, including two Catholic development of Tanauan,” she r 
priests, were injured when police- told a crowd of about 500 follow- Giobus Jamily provides a variety of travel sewiccs to suit every individual 
men armed with guns and trun- ers who greeted her, 
men armed wi The wi ahe wold do to COSMOS: are 
premises at around 4a.m. bring back normal operations at ‘Moonesh Tans» Ean, USA & Cuende Brennan Vacations™ SUPER BRAND 
The injured were brought to City Hall, she said: “We would first + THE SPLENDORS OF ITALY « SPAIN, PORTUGAL & MOROCCO + CENTRAL 
the Daniel Mercado Medical Cen- clean City Hall of the garbage that MEEST - COSMOPOLITAN EUROPE + THE BEST OF EUROPE » WESTERN For as low as SUPER BRAND 
ter. he [protesters] left 1wilalsoissue WONDERS NAGARAFALLS& WASHINGTOND.C-GOLDENWeST ADVENTURE USS 205 per day PLATINUM 2004 
POA rara TAS > THE CANADIAN ROCKIES « EASTERN U.S & GRAND CANADA VACATION MEASAN pee n 
Negotiators salary of the employees.” www cosmostours com au sat enbeopiates D Sau: SUPER BRAND 
UST 8 Ciada k 
Councilor Armin Roxas said It was the first time that fy 5 aniran asiaa to GOLD 2003 
parish priest Diosdado Collado Aquino set foot at the seat of the GLOBU: ET SUPER BRAND 
and his assistant, Fr. Chris de city government after the Com- Matmesash Tona Emope, USA & Canada GOLD 2002 
Guzman, were negotiating with elec’s Second Division issued a + ESSENTIAL EUROPE » THE POPULAR + THE BEST OF ITALY & FRANCE + Dy. ALON t 
Corona when the police officers resolution on Dec. 22, 2005, SPECTACULAR SPAIN - BEST OF AUSTRIA & SWITZERLAND » CALIFORNIA PAVALOI SUPER BRAND 
entered the mayor’ office. EAO CLASSICS + MAJESTIC ROCKIES plus VICTORIA « PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURE ee GOLD 2001.: 
During the scuffle, Roxas said mayoral elections. + GREAT CANADIAN RAIL JOURNEY * SOUTH AMERICAN SAMPLER awa : 
the priests were clubbed in the we globus comau H 
paka Arrested is US$ 193 per day SUPER BRAND 3 
A few minutes earlier, a bomb Abu said two supporters of (tastes Pian cpdrme mere“ nA xi 
exploded at the back of the build- Corona Ta been arrested and @ BritRail B ScandinavianRait RA SES SUP! 
ing, prompting the police to clear would be charged with disobedi- n 3 3 x a LI 
the area, said city police chief, ence and disrespect to police au- + nauis and reservations pose oat the baron travel corporation GOI 
Supt. Manuel Abu. thorities. Main Ofca: Cylnd 10 Tower 2 Apolo on Nath Cae Daka Conio St Saad Vlog, Makai 
'No one was hurt in the explo- The protesters also destroyed MM |W. No. 617-4926 + Fox 819-2973 Ema ft@borohrevelcom ph» Cebu Branch: Suto | Cebu 
sion. A ASTA SA C011 Complex Cobu Ciy Tel No, 245-5378 / 255-6095 « Fax: 254-5244 Eoil: be-ouboun@pacticn vst e 108308 
‘Abu said the dispersal opera- CBN. Corona's supporters have ac- 
tion was not illegal. “We just im- cused the media of being biased 


plemented the order of the Com- against the former mayor 
elec and the (Department of the Trucks, buses and fire trucks Can you take your nurse wherever you g 


See ne (pee Government) were placed as roadblocks in | just to check on your BLOOD PRESSURE? © 


Which installed (Sonia) Torres- three major entry points to the 
‘Aquino as the duly elected mayor City Hall. you can check your blood pressure 
of Tanauan,” he told the Ingumer, Corona moved to the church, 


i he 
Abu said members of the Air together with his supporters. with MEDITEC Brora. anytime, anywhere. It's like ROLLER? 
bd 


Force’s Explosives Ordnance Divi- Abu said that of the 963 police- PRESSURE " 


eons having a nurse at your side 
sion based in Fernando Air Base men deployed in the area, almost all the time 


Negros governor orders 
relocation of families 
in disaster-prone areas 


DUMAGUETE CITY—NEGROS tional Irrigation Administration, Tecan Be coor aa O E OE i 
Oriental Gov. George Arnaiz has to review and validate studies of paton oad Mont 7 40 memory Funcuon - Compact Deaan a oa 
directed municipal mayors and flash flood-prone areas in the se touch stannaton ee ee 
ip ye pi 

barangay leaders in the province province. Py aao A H 
to relocate families living in dis- Landslides brought about by {eMomoros) 
aster-prone areas in their locali- incessant rains occurred in the 
ties to prevent fatalities incase of town of Tayasan last month and 
natural calamity. destroyed three hectares of agri- 

In a meeting of the Provincial cultural land. No one was report- 
Disaster Coordinating Council on ed hurt as the area was far from tree mts puso om 
Friday, Arnaiz also directed all lo- residences. fb 7254.77 Be e: 
cal government units in the The landslide was the second x ‘ out oe 
province to submit disaster-pre- to be reported in the village in al- 
paredness plans for review by the most 20 years. 
PDCC. Other disaster-prone areas in 

‘The meeting was called in the the province are in the southern 
aftermath of the killer landslides towns of Negros Oriental. 
in Barangay Guinsaugon, St. Siaton and other southern 
Bernard town in Southern Leyte towns were cut off from the rest 
that buried more than 900 per- of the province for three days 
sons. some two years ago when the Sia- 

H ton River overflowed and eroded 
Financial help the foundation of the bridge lead- 

‘The provincial governmenthas ing to the town. 
appropriated P500,000 to help In Sta. Catalina town, several 
the victims of the tragedy. people occupying the riverbank 

Arnaiz requested the Depart- were killed by landslides in the 
ment of Environment and Natu- pastseveral years. Alex V Pal, 
ral Resources, as well as the Na- PDI Visayas Bureau 


Sorsogon gov starts 
Cha-cha ball rolling 


SORSOGON CITY—GOV. RAUL Rep. Jose Solis said he would 
Lee has initiated a drive which help the governor in his efforts, 
aims to inform the public about saying the proposed Charter 
the pros and cons of proposed change was crucial to the future 
changes in the Constitution, es- of the country. 
pecially on the issue of shiftingto In a speech before the First Bi- 
a parliamentary form of govern- col Vice Mayors League Regional 
ment. Convention, Solis said it was the 

Tn asking the Sangguniang Pan- duty of every elective official to 
lalawigan for funding, Lee said it explain to their constituents the 
was the duty ofthe govemnmentto advantages and disadvantages of 
let the people know and under- the changes being proposed. i A 
stand the repercussions of the Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI Southern v 
change. Luzon Bureau 

Lee said P1.2 mil- 
lion would be spent Degn 
for the production of 10,000 Di ith E VOUT SOARES 
leaflets and el enses. 
r ate Call Center Agents g e 
facts about the is- 
sues, and for the for- i 
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Discovery of rare flower opens 
tourism opportunity for Iriga 


IRIGA CITY—AFTER OFFICIAL College who first validated the construction of a road to the member of the team of moun- 
tonfirmation of the discovery existence of the new Rafflesia lage upin Asog and thatfacilities taineers who climbed Asog on 
Gf a new species of Rafflesia, a species, said the certificate was for the public viewing of the Raf. Feb. 9, which the city govem- 
Cire flower that smells like rot- given during a meeting Tuesday flesia were on the drawing ment sponsored to promote bio- 
ting flesh when in bloom here, at the National Museum's office board. diversity as part of the Tinagba 
the city government is cashing in Manila. Alfelor-Gazmen said the festivities. 
in on the opportunity to sell its __Alfelor-Gazmen said she called plants’ habitat had been se- _ Since 1989, fourspecies of Raf- 
place to visitors through a tour for a meeting of village officials cured with a perimeter fence. flesia have so far been found in 
Pf the plants’ habitat in Mt. and the City Development Coun- The city will proceed with the the Philippines and 16 more 
Asog. ilonthesame day toorientthem construction of a viewing deck species were discovered in the 
Mayor Madeleine Alfelor-Gaz- ofthe city government's immedi- and a bridge above the area, forests of Indonesia and 
men said the city had already re- ate measure to preserve the Raf- she said. Malaysia. 
ceived a certification the new flesia’s habitat. The mayor said the new Alfelor-Gazmen said the 
species, named Raflesia iri ‘Aside from the important species was discovered by a city government and the 
gaense, from -Dr Domingo contribution to the biodiversity mountaineer on Feb. 10 during CSSAC were campaigning for 
Mhadulld, plant specialist and cu- of the world, Raflesia irigaense the Tinagba Festival, which cele- the declaration of Asog as a 
tator of the National Museum.  willendure as our icon tolurelo- brated Iriga’s founding anniver- protected area to preserve bio- 
“s Gertrude Girlie Jaucian- cal and foreign tourists,” the sary. diversity in the area. Juan Es- 
Adan, a researcher from the Ca- mayor said. ‘The flowering plantwas found candor Jr., PDI Southern Lu- 
marines Sur State Agricultural ‘She said she had ordered the by Dominic Bagacina, 26, a zon Bureau 


Pangasinan towns gear up for summer festivals srmson won sisrarteaprirans 


Bangkakawan, a traditional thanksgiving celebration among the 
By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes For the first time, a “cookfest” had been “presold,” for $100 people have mastered the art of tribes who live along the watershed of Tigua River and Tiguasalog in 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau will be held, using such “exotic” each, mostly to balikbayan. mango production and market- San Fernando, Bukidnon. 
$ ingredients as frogs, crickets, “We are not promoting any ing. 
DAGUPAN CITY—TOWNS AND grasshoppers, monitor rds products of the town, we only “Many residents are hired by ¢ p De 
cities in Pangasinan have start- and field mice, Mayor Ferdinand want merrymaking and eam at orchard owners from other Lumad join. Kaamulan 
èd preparations to showcase Calimlim said. thesame tine, The funds hat we provinces ro ake care of their or 
the, culture and products On April 29, Alcala, another willraise will be deposited witha chards. Mangoes produced from fe : ‘ 
through various festivals this fourth-class municipality, will try local foundation and will be used other provinces are traded in San estiva in Mal ay! al ay 
bummer to perkup local tourism to unseat Dagupan by holding its for health, education and livelt- Carlos, either for export or for lo- 
and trade. own longest bangus (milkfish) hood projects," the mayorsaid. cal consumption,” Resuello said. i 
Gov. Victor Agbayani said the and barbecue grills. Dagupan will be conducting The city is also known for its TuE Sak ep ROADS _ Most ofthe rituals were related 
festivals were expected to bring But Mayor Manuel Collado the annual Bangus Festival to bamboo craft. = tothe capi grounds for to the “Tampuda Ho Balagun” or 
its tourists and highlight the rich said the event would also try to promote the city’s bangus grow- “We have 2,000 km of rivers ey ere n lie ela tribal peace pact; “Bangkaka- 
culture of Pangasinan. raise funds from residents now ing industry. and creeks whose banks are Opened Feb. 12 and will end on wan,’a thanksgiving celebration; 
On April 3-19, Mapandan, a living abroad for various town San Carlos City will have its planted to bamboo. Many resi- de ee ‘Kagbasukan,” which encom- 
fourth-class municipality (annual projects. Mango and Bamboo Festival to dents depend on the bamboo ns Tene derived from passes all lumad activities in the 
income: P13 million-P21 million) — “We will lay a 3-km grill that promote its main produce. dustryforlivelihood,"hesaid. 2 Bukidnon term meaning gath- field; and the way of life of the in- 
in central Pangasinan, will stage will passthrough five villagesand Mayor Julian Resuello said The festivals will be capped by foun fal harve be ee - ee a digenous peoples A 
the Pandan ‘estival” that wil will grill 20,000 pieces of bangus that while other provinces might the annual Pista y Dayat (Sea Fes- (mance by BORD e oorae Provincial tourism officer Elsie 
feature traditional practices in and 4,000 kilograms of pork bar- have surpassed the city’s mango tival) in the capital town of Lin. 7 jentified by the Department of Gail Cudal-Ocaya said the new at- 
courtship, wedding, pregnancy, becue,” he said. harvest, San Carlos is still known gayen from the last week of April [a edema a acca includ ie To Ne 
childbirth and house building. He said 975 three-meter grills to be “mango country” whose until the first week of May. Lee ee te kre te mineges RoC EStIA ae 
infoilo. ing local are works mostly depict 
On Saturday morning until the environment and the indige- 
noontime, a street dancing com- nous peoples’ lives. 
petition was held, but only seven “There is a need to promote 
of the 20 municipalities joined our own artists who are already 
because of the high cost of travelling to many countries in 
mounting a performance. the world showcasing their tal- 
Prizes for winners range from ents as well as bringing the 
PS0,000 to P150,000. The Bukidnon culture to many dif- 
amounts, however, are not ferent nationalities," Ocaya 
enough to cover expenses for cos- said. 
tumes, props and provisions for “That is why we have also a 
the participants who arrived here concert where we are featuring 
two days earlier for rehearsals. the Waway Saway for the people 
‘This year’s winner wasthecon- to really appreciate our own and 
tingent from Malibog town very unique culture.” Grace Can- 
where the Higaonon tribe come tal-Albasin, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


2,500 kg of stinking fish 
ruin festival in Pampanga 


By Tonette Orejas “The fish were sealed and that 
PDI Central Luzon Desk might have caused the foul 
smell,” she said. 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—BIG- Emee Tan, a fisheries techni- 
gest sizzling sisig plate, largest cian, said the 2.5-ton cargo, kept 
egg pan, longest longganiza and in refrigerated vans that came 
giant Christmas lanterns are from Pulilan, Bulacan, was deliv- 
some of the record-setting feats ered at 2 a.m. on Friday. 

in Pampanga. The cargo was taken to Canda- 

But the list came with an em- ba, Pampanga, where the fish 
barrassing mark on Saturday were scaled and gutted, loaded in 
when at least 2,500 kilograms of trucks and repacked in 1-kg bags. 
stinking fish ruined the bid of These were delivered just before 
aquaculture farmers to set a the grilling began on Saturday. 
record for the longest line of The fish cost P135,000, Tan 
grilled tilapia here. said. 

At the Philippine Constabulary While Ongtangco and BFAR 
segment ofthe 1.7-km aluminum technicians noted that the fish 
grill, housewives and students were not rotten, meaning the flesh 
participating in the festival com- was still firm and edible, revelers 
plained of the stench as soon as hardly touched the servings. 
the fish, packed in plastic bags, At 2 p.m. when almost every- 
were handed to them. body had left, Philippine National 

“They smell bad,” the women Red Cross medics reported no in- 
said as photographers took shots _cidents of food poisoning. 
of what was supposed to be the Reporters tried to get the side 
concluding event ofthe Third Na- of PTI through its officer Mon 
tional Tilapia Congress. Herrera. The Inquinen tried call- 

Receiving similar complaints, ing Herrera several times but his 
provincial agriculturist Mario mobile phone was off. 
Mangiliman advised the organiz- He did not reply to text mes- 
ers, the Philippine Tilapia Inc. sages. Neither Herrera nor Jet 
(PTD and the Alternative Com- Ramos, a member of the secre- 
munications, to stop the distribu- tariat, returned the INQUIRER’s call 
tion of the fish 30 minutes after at past 3 p.m, to explain the inci- 
the event opened at noon. dent, 

— “Bilasa na (They're not fresh),”  Ongtangco said the incident 
hetold reporters. “What weresup- did not spoil the holding of the 
Introducing a new breed of luxury SUVs, Pick-Ups and AlkTerrein vehicles that reshapes ] posed to be grilled were live fish.” congress, which, she added, was 
Manglimansaidtheprovincal attended by some 1,000 rilapia 

ee a ie i a r P itol hosted the event and hac rowers from several regions. 
the concept of luxury driving in a new light—design that is functional combined with pane Te ao wid the purchase great paons pcnre MEN 
or handling of the fish that would as venue for the congress and the 
Nexus be used in the event, grilling fest because the province 
AUTOMOTIVE The stench waed trough the was the top performer in lap 

i P p y rounds and the balcony in the ix years, Pam- 
price you can afford, Come and visit our showrooms and gear up for the next big thing. | Affordable Luxury oon et pki ad Eae pee ae eee = 
fices. Tarlac produced a total of 66,262 

Remedios Ongtangco, Central metric tons in 2004. 

Fraveholy Areonbied and Ditsnted by Anto Prominence Gorparation 2304 Pesong Tamo Extension, Makani Cey Tel: BBB:8560. BBGGG51 -Fac G8GBBBA | Luzon director of the Bureau of That output, according to Ong- 
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WINNING filmmakers Neill Dela Llana and lan Gamazon pose in the 


backstage press room with their trophies. 


Don’t judge me too harshly, says victim 


From page Al 
nursing course, Nicole had decided to help 
outin the canteen. 

“Tm used to socializing with Americans so I 
felt safe and comfortable with them,” the 
daughter of a naval officer and a Philippine 
Navy employee yesterday told the Inquirer. 

Before the night was over on Nov. 1 last year, 
however, Nicole would accuse US Marines of 
dragging her into a rented van and raping her. 

‘Although four servicemen have been 
charged with gang rape and are now in the 
‘custody of the US Embassy, Nicole's story has 
been met with general skepticism. 

‘Speculation is rife that she is a “good time 
girl” out to bleed the Americans for what some 
detractors described as “consensual sex.” 

‘Worse, when the case was pushed into the 
back burner by more urgent news headlines, 
radio commentators and columnists went to 
town with stories that Nicole and her family 
had been paid off to settle the case. 


Not a sex worker 

Tr became just too much for Nicole, who final- 
Jy spoke to media “to correct impressions that l'm 
a sex worker who isin it for the money” 

‘She vehemently denied the claims. “I am 
going to pursue the case until che guilty par- 
thes are convicted,” she vowed. 

Tt was a decision she had made immediate- 
lyafter the rape. 

“I just wanted to teach them a lesson,” she 
said, speaking in Filipino and English. “Not all 
‘women they meet are fair game.” 

Te was only later that she realized how the 
case could hurt her and her family, “especially 
my mother,” she said, her voice breaking. 

Since the Nov. 1 incident, she has been 
staying in Manila. She sorely misses her fami- 
ly of 11 siblings. “This is the first and longest 
time I've been away from them,” she said. 

But she has accepted that she might even- 
tually have to relocate to Manila, where her 
relative anonymity has preserved her privacy. 

In Zamboanga, where her family is quite 
prominent, people know about her case and talk 
about her. Some of her former classmates at the 
‘Ateneo have been interviewed on local radio. 


Not after money 

“1 feel I can no longer walk the streets in 
Zamboanga,” she said. She feels embar- 
assed. Some friends pity her. “Other people 
look at me differently—like they think 'm on- 
lyafter money,” she said. 

What really hurt, she recounted, was the la- 
bel “prostitute” that an American had thrown at 
her on national television during a women's ral- 
ly atthe US Embassy to support her. "Tm the vic- 
tim here. Why are they blaming me?” 
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From page AI 


award handed outon Saturday. 
Top honors went to "Broke- 

back Mountain” for Best Pic- 

ture and Ang Lee for Best 


rector. 


Presented by Film Indepen- 
dent, the awards have become an 
annual tradition on the eve of the 
Oscars (scheduled to begin at 
9:30 a.m. today, Manila time). 

In keeping with its aim of 
honoring films and filmmakers 
who champion artistic indepen- 
dence and challenge the status 
quo, the Independent Spirit 
Awards is a relaxed, informal 
event held at a beachside tent in 


‘Santa Monica. 


“Cavite,” a film shot for 10 
days in the Philippine province, 
tells the story of Adam, played 
by Gamazon, who goes home 
for his father’s funeral. A phone 
call at the airport upon his ar- 
rival, telling Adam that his fam- 


RUSEN NEPALES 


Online blogs about the case are as judg- 
mental. “Even if she comes from a good fami- 
ly and graduated from a good school, she cer- 
tainly lost her common sense when she 
stepped out with the six US Marines in that 
bar,” read a typical comment. 

“That is so unfair,” said Dr. June Pagaduan- 
Lopez, a psychiatry professor at the University 
of the Philippines College of Medicine and 
board member of the Sexual Violence Research 
Initiatives of the World Health Organization. 

“Why are we putting rape victims on trial here? 
‘Why are we asking only about their background? 
Why are we not looking at the record and back- 
ground of the rapists as well?” she asked. 


Misconceptions 

Lopez, who has studied 112 rape cases at the 
Philippine General Hospital, said the Subic rape 
case again highlighted the common misconcep- 
tions that the public has about rape. 

“Foremost of these misconceptions is that 
rape could actually be consensual sex if the 
woman has no injuries,” she said. “But in 75 
percent of rape cases, there are little or no 
signs of physical injuries.” 

"Another myth is that rape only happens to 
loose women, Lopez said. 

“Rape happens across classes and ages.” 
‘This misconception often worsens the stigma 
attached to rape survivors, she said, adding: 

“That's why most survivors relocate after 
the rape.” 

‘Again, contrary to popular perception, rapes 
are committed under circumstances where most 
‘women would feel safe. 

‘Women are often raped at home, during 
dates, in places they would normally feel 
comfortable in,” Lopez said. 


‘Traumatic memory 

‘There is also the misconception that the 
women's testimony must be “consistent.” 

“There is such a thing as traumatic memory 
which is not a chronological nor logical re- 
call,” said Lopez 

Fortunately, aside from counseling, there are 
‘ways to help rape victims cope, said Lopez. 

‘Together with the Women’s Legal Bureau, 
the Philippine Judicial Academy and the PGH 
Women's Desk, Lopez is conducting a sensiti- 
zation program for Regional Trial Court 
judges and personnel, and police officers. 

“First, it is important to reassure survivors 
about their physical health. That's why rapes 
are classified as an emergency and survivors 
are given top priority so they can be screened 
immediately for injuries, possible infections 
and sexually transmitted diseases.” 

Next, she added: “It is important to instill 
in the woman's mind that it was not her fault. 
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2 Fil-Ams win top int'l award for indie film 


ily has been kidnapped, forces 
him to obey the anonymous 
caller's orders. 


fourth feature film. The grant is 
considerably more than their en- 
tire budget for “Cavite.” 


through the back alleys and 
dusty villages in this crisply 
edited suspense story. The rÈ 
sourceful filmmakers also mañ- 
age to keep what could easily 
have been a gimmick—a script 
in which 90 percent of the diat 
logue is phone conversa. 
tions—fresh and compelling to 
theend.” st 
The film has won acclaim at 
several US and international fis 
festivals. 4 
Dela Llana remarked that they 
would celebrate their victory 
“It was just the two of us,” with “a couple of drinks, do a lin 
Dela Llana explained. “Camera tle wining and dining.” 
(pointing at himself) and cast 
(pointing at Tan). Both wrote Key awards 2 
and directed the movie, with The other key awards went ta 
Dominique Gonzalez credited Felicity Huffman (Best Actress fog 
asthe other actor. “Transamerica"), Philip Seymour 
Gamazon added: “But we had Huffman (Best Actor, “Capote"), 
the help of our location scout.” Matt Dillon (Best Supporting Ac- 
Gamazon, whose trip to Cavite tor, “Crash”) and Amy Adams 
was his first since he and hisfami- (Best Supporting Actress, Junek; 
ly left for the US, said, “Every: ug”). 
thing about the Philippines was ‘The other winners: 2 
interesting to me since 1 hadn't Best screenplay: Dan Futtel- 
been there since I was nine. I man, “Capote.” 7 
loved it. We're both very inspired Best first feature: “Crash,” Pau 
to make more films there.” Haggis. 4 
The kidnapping thriller will be Best first screenplay: Duncant 
shown in the Philippines by Uni- Tucker, “Transamerica.” a 
tel Pictures in June or July. Unitel John Cassavetes award (for thg 
Pictures also bought the world- Best Feature made for undẹr 
wide rights to the film except in $500,000): “Conventioneers.” s, 
North America. Best cinematography: Robet 
Elswit, “Good Night, and Good 
Luck” a 
Best foreign film: “Paradise 
Now.” a 
Best documentary: “Enron 
The Smartest Guys in the Room; 
AMC/American Express pro- 
ducers award: Caroline Baron, 
“Capote” and Caroline Baron; 
“Monsoon Wedding.” ie 
Truer than fiction award: 14) 
Olds and Garrett Scott, “Occupgy 
tion: Dreamland.” oi 


No clue 

“Thad no clue that we were go- 
ing to win,” Dela Llana told the În- 
(uinen. “Honestly, we didn’t want 
to expect anything. It’s an honor 
to be recognized at this level.” 

The two filmmakers won over 
Robinson Devor and Jay Duplass, 
for “Police Beat” and “The Puffy 
Chair," respectively. 

Filipino-American director 
David Maquiling was a nominee 
for the same award in 1992 for 
his film, “Too Much Sleep.” 

‘Asked what they would do 
with their $25,000 grant, Dela 
Llana replied, “We'll pay the bills 
and, hopefully, get another pro- 
ject off the ground.” 

The two thirtysomething Fil- 
ipino-Americans have been fi- 
nancing their feature films using 
credit cards. “Cavite” is their 


Relatives’ places 

In an earlier interview with the 
‘Inquirer, Gamazon said the film's 
location was chosen because 
“Neill's relatives live in Cavite. 
That made everything easier for 
us to shoot there.” 

The winners, who have been 
friends since high school, 
laughed when asked about their 
work. 


Most survivors think that they brought about 
the rape because of something they did or did 
not do. They know that they would get 
blamed for it. In fact, women are more con- 
cemed about what their families or 
boyfriends or husbands would say so most of 
them would rather not report the rape itself.” 


Justice must be served 

Helping rape victims recover also requires 
that justice is served, Lopez said. But care 
must be taken so that the process is not irau- 
matic, she said. In most cases, the victims feel 
they're on trial themselves. 

Nicole said she was ready for all that. “Iam 
only fighting for my dignity and that of my 
family,” she said. “I just hope people would 
support me in this struggle. Please don't judge 
me too harshly. I'm only seeking justice.” 


Hardscrabble filmmaking 

A portion of a review of 
“Cavite” by the Los Angeles 
‘Times’ Kevin Crust echoed what 
most critics in the US loved about 
the film: 

“Gamazon and Dela Liana use 
the hardscrabble guerrilla film- 
making to their advantage in 
carving out a smart film that ex- 
plores Adam's hard-boiled cul- 
tural rebirth as he journeys 
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Feb, 24, the 20th anniversary of 
Edsa 1. 

‘The documentary, whose pro- 
duction was recommended by the 
National Security Council, dis- 
closed the alleged conspiracy 
among elements of the Right, Left 
and the opposition to oust Ms Ar- 
royo. 

Remonde said the documen- 
tary was a “small effort to make 
people understand what's going 
on.” 


Clear and present 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
Jez said the showing of the docu- 
mentary was meant “to prove to 
the world that the threat was 
clear and present.” 

“Tt was one way of showing to 
the people that (the declaration 
of a state of emergency) was real- 
ly demanded by the event,” Gon- 
zalez said. 

Because the documentary was 
based on captured documents 
from people linked to the alleged 
conspiracy, it would be absorbed 
more “by the senses,” the justice 
secretary said. 

Gonzalez acknowledged that 


because of the way the opposition 
had played up things and made 
negative statements about 
Proclamation No. 1017, “people 
tend to misinterpret govem- 
ment’s action. 

He cited the “misunderstand- 
ing” that happened when police 
swooped on the hospital where 
Estrada was confined in the early 
hours of Feb. 24. 

Gonzalez. said people thought 
the police were out to take Estra- 
da but the purpose really was to 
secure the area, 

Since the airing of “Paglaban sa 
Kataksilan: 1017" on government 
television stations, demand for it 
among local government off 
cials, businessmen and other sec- 
tors like schools was up, accord- 
ing to Remonde. 


CD copies 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, 
in his “View from the Palace” col- 
umn yesterday, said compact disc 
copies of the documentary were 
available upon request. 

“For the computer-savvy, you 
may wish to check out 
www.gow.ph,” Bunye said. 

Asked how long the documen- 
tary would be shown on govern- 
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ment television, Remonde said 
“as long as necessary.” 

A military spokesperson said 
placing the country under a state 
ofemergency remained an option 
for the government. 

“The tension has been greatly 
lessened. But if the recruitment 
(to unseat Ms Arroyo) remains, 
we are ready for any contingen- 
cy," said the military spokesper- 
son, Col. Tristan Kison. 

Kison said the conspiracy to 
unseat Ms Arroyo involved the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines (CPP), the Magdalo rebels 
and a third group that included 
businessmen, politicians and oth- 
er rogue soldiers. The Magdalo 
group staged a mutiny in 2003, 

“These three groups are talk- 
ing to each other," he said. 


‘Para sa Bayan’ 

He identified the third group 
as “Para sa Bayan.” 

“In the diagram provided by 
our intelligence unit, three 
groups are initiating the (moves) 
to bring down the Arroyo govern- 
ment—the CPR the Magdalo.and 
Para sa Bayan,” he said. 

Marine Col. Ariel Querubin 
and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim were 
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TV docus prop up Palace propaganda war 


members of “Para sa Bayan,” ac- 
cording to Kison, quoting intelli- 
gence reports, * 

He mentioned at least four oth- 
er civil society groups belonging 
to Para sa Bayan. 

“There are also business 
groups and politicians who have 
joined this group,” Kison said. 


Encircle Malacafiang 

‘The campaign to overthrow the 
Arroyo regime calls for massive 
protests to start in February and 
culminate in an “encircling” of 
Malacafiang in the first week of 
May, according to a briefing paper 
of the police and military on the 
electronic documents seized from 
a captured Magdalo soldier two 
weeks ago. 

The protest actions would be 
carried out in coordination with 
military strikes by rogue soldiers 
who, in turn, would coordinate 
their moves with a communist 
rebel group. 

Should the alliance succeed, 
they would set up a transition 
government composed of repre- 
sentatives of the civilian and mili- 
tary sectors opposed to the Ar- 
royo regime, the paper said, 

‘The documents, which includ- 


ed points of agreement by the 
forces of the extreme Left and ex- 
treme Right and a transcript of 
the minutes of one of their meet- 
ings, indicated that while the 
threat to the Arroyo administra- 
tion had abated, it was far from 
‘over, according to the briefing pa- 
per. 

‘The military, however, believed 
the alliance would break up as 
soon as it had achieved its goal of 
unseating Ms Arroyo. 

“They are talking despite differ- 
ences in ideology under this al- 
liance because they have a common 
‘enemy. But once they achieved their 
goal, their next problem is that they 
themselves will be fighting each 
other,” Kison said. 


No alliance 

Self-exiled communist leader 
Jose Ma. Sison, however, has 
branded as lies the government 
claim that the CPP had forged an 
alliance with the Magdalo group 
of disgruntled soldiers to topple 
the Arroyo administration. 

In a statement e-mailed from 
Utrecht, the Netherlands, where 
he has been based as a political 
refugee, Sison said the claim was 
a “futile attempt to discredit the 


Beltran followers sneak past Camp Crame guards 
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of the Philippine National Police 
headquarters and even released a 
dove symbolizing their desire to 
see the party-list leader out of de- 
tention. 

The activists were eventually 
barred from entering the PNP Gen- 
eral Hospital, where Beltran was 
staying, but their “intrusion” 
caught’ the police by surprise, 
prompting authorities to abruptly 
bar motorists and pedestrians from 
entering the camp at around noon, 

‘This was the third time in two 
weeks that the police had to shut 
the gates of the PNP camp in Que- 
zon City. 

Beltran and five leftist lawmak- 
ers were charged last week with 
rebellion in connection with an al- 
leged attempt to unseat President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

He was arrested while leaving 
his farm in Bulacan province on 
Feb. 25. His colleagues—Bayan 
Muna Representatives Satur 
‘Ocampo, Teodoro Casifio and Joel 
Virador, Gabriela Rep. Liza Maza 
and Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mari- 
ano—managed to elude arrest. 
They surfaced a day later at the 
House of Representatives, 

‘The five lawmakers are now in 
the custody of Speaker Jose de 
Venecia. 

Supporters of Beltran, who has 
been staying in the hospital after 
his blood pressure shot up last 
week, were not immediately 
spotted by camp guards because 
they wore plain clothes. They ar- 
rived in two vehicles. 

Once inside the facility, the ac- 
tivists, who included students from 
the University of the Philippines 
and members of Anakpawis and 
Beltran's congressional staff, put 
‘on red shirts marked "Free Ka Bel.” 


Standoff 
“We were walking toward the 


(hospital) when the police 
stopped us,” said Lisa Ito, Bel- 


r 


aicrinaak Chats it as 
HARVEY Rafael and Joanna Paula Virador, children of Bayan Muna 
Rep. Joel Virador, carry a cake for their father’s birthday into the 
Batasan complex, Virador and four other party-list lawmakers, who 
have been charged with rebellion, are in House custody. RAFFY LERMA 


tran's media officer. 

“There was a standoff. We ex- 
plained that we were bringing pa- 
pers for Ka Bel. But they won't al- 
low us in. No one was hurt. We 
dispersed peacefully at around 
12:30 p.m,” she said. 

They passed on the docu- 
ments, such as the order of bus 
ness in Congress, minutes of pre- 
vious hearings and labor statis- 
tics, to Beltran’s daughter Olivia. 

A police officer said the ac- 
tivists were not allowed to enter 
the hospital as it was past visiting 
hours. Only family members 
could visit, he said. 

When the gates were closed, 
even reporters and camp employ- 
ees were not allowed in. For 
about 20 minutes, no one was al- 
so allowed to leave. 

“They might still have compan- 
ions out there,” said a camp offi- 
cer as people started queuing out- 
side the Santolan gate. 

Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao, 
PNP spokesperson, said tight se- 
curity measures were immediate- 
ly put in place after the activists 
were seen outside the hospital. 

Crispin Beltran has supporters 


reported [to have planned] to 
bail him out of police custody,” 
Pagdilao said. 


Virador’s birthday 

Supporters and well-wishers 
were also barred from entering 
the House of Representatives, 
preventing them from singing 
“Happy Birthday” to Virador, who 
turned 39 yesterday. 

Although invited to his 4 p.m. 
party, reporters and opposition 
lawmakers were locked out of the 
premises. 

Besides media people, Vi- 
rador’s guest list included former 
Vice President Teofisto Guingona, 
Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla and 
House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero. 

Saying they had a short list of 
people who would be allowed to 
enter, policemen in charge of 
House security stopped the In- 
quier and other members of the 
House Press Corps who usually 
went to the House press office on 
Sunday to file their stories. 

With the restrictions, Virador 
took consolation in his family and 
staff members, and the four other 


MEMBERS of the Anakpawis party-list group and students of the 
University of the Philippines release a white dove to dramatize their 
demand for the release of Rep. Crispin Beltran from detention in 


Camp Crame. 


party-list lawmakers— Ocampo, 
Casiño, Mariano and Maza. 

All five are restricted to the 
Batasan complex in Quezon City 
following the decision of Speaker 
De Venecia and the House ple- 
nary to place them under House 
custody to protect them from 
warrantless arrest. 

“This is so sad,” said Virador in 
a phone interview. He said he, too, 
was surprised by the action of the 
guards at the Batasan’s main gate. 

At the last minute, he decided to 
move his party from the garden 
fronting the House minority’ of- 
fice to somewhere near the main 
gate, “so that we can give food to 
those outside through the steel 
bars of the gate.” 

When the number of 
well-wishers from Bayan Muna 
and other militant organizations 
swelled to about 100 past 4 p.m., 
police reluctantly allowed the 
crews of ABS-CBN and GMA 7 to 
come in and to take footage. 

‘Administration Rep. Douglas 
Cagas dropped by. 

Still, Virador wished that the 
Filipino nation would continue to 
stand up for what is right and just 
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and humane.” 

“My birthday wish: 1 hope that 
Filipinos will have a prosperous, 
peaceful life,” said Virador, who ex- 
pressed gratitude that his spouse 
Imelda and children—Joanna 
Paula, 16, and Harvey Rafael, 
14—were beside him. 


‘Pansit, kilawin’ 

He pointed out that Imelda 
prepared a simple menu—cake, 
pansit, caldereta, kilawin and 
fruit juice. 

The birthday celebrator would 
have wished for some beer or 
wine totoast, but he knew that al- 
coholic beverages were disal- 
lowed on the premises. 

De Venecia repeatedly denied 
Jast week that he was willing to give 
up custody of the five lawmakers. 

“I even extended (twice) the 
protective custody over the five 
lawmakers as part of our sympa- 
thy and commiseration with 
them,” said De Venecia, who 
worked feverishly to prevent po- 
licemen from arresting the mili- 
tant lawmakers while the state of 
national emergency was in effect. 
The presidential proclamation 


After lifting of 1017, war of attrition begins 
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armed attack against the govern- 
ment.” Other than preemptive ac- 
tion, the President will be hard 

any other achieve- 


The plot uncovered by the gov- 
ernment marked the escalation 
by the regime opponents (de- 
scribed by the government as a 
“tactical alliance” of the extreme 
Left, military adventurers and op- 
position politicians) of their cam- 
paign to oust the President to the 
point of using the coup d'etat op- 
tion. They played their last card. 

‘The abortion of the plot of Feb, 
24 crushed that option. Procla- 
mation No. 1017 also marked the 
escalation of the government's re- 
sponse to the challenges mount- 
ed by its opponents since July last 
year—starting with Cabinet de- 
fections, calls for street action 
and another people power, 


Underestimating GMA 
‘The Feb. 24 plot was the first 
serious plot, with military partici- 


pation, staged since the Oakwood 
military mutiny in 2003. In re- 
sponse to this escalation, the ad- 
ministration played its own card 
of last resort—exercise of emer- 
gency powers. 

In declaring a state of national 
emergency, the administration 
sent the signal that it would no 
longer tolerate being a flogging 
beast and that the “state has the 
right to defend itself.” 

Tt appears that the regime op- 
ponents have overestimated their 
capacity to mount a successful 
campaign to topple Ms Arroyo, 
with military participation as the 
key element of success. They also 
underestimated the willingness 
of the regime to use emergency 
powers, 


Seizing the initiative 

When the President declared a 
state of emergency, she seized the 
Initiative and turned the tide 
against her opponents, The decla- 
ration was unexpected, It dis- 
armed her opponents, catching 
them and the public by surprise. 

‘The immediate effect was it 
brought an immediate cessation 


to street agitation following the 
arrest of some activists and the 
raids on some newspaper offices 
tagged by the administration as 
having published inflammatory 
stories fanning rebellion and in- 
surrection. 

Apart from the immediate re- 
sult of nipping the coup in the 
bud, the presidential action re- 
sulted in a number of political de- 
velopments: 


Showdown with media 

First, it provoked the first and 
most serious showdown between 
the Philippine press and the ad- 
ministration, 

Second, the proclamation di 
closed rifts inside the Armed 
Forces, highlighted by the loyalty 
crisis a week ago at Marine head- 
quarters in Fort Bonifacio, cloud- 
ing with uncertainty the loyalty 
of the military chain of command 
to the civil government, 

Third, the Bonifacio episode 
shattered certain assumptions. 
‘The episode in which Marine Col, 
Ariel Querubin led a move fora of 
Marine breakaway so that they 
could join the Feb, 24 rally to de- 


clare their withdrawal of support 
from the President was expected 
to spark a people power rising. 
‘The sudden relief of Marine com- 
mandant Maj. Gen. Renato Mi- 
randa had provoked Querubin's 
protest. 


Romantic assumptions 

Although the Bonifacio inci- 
dent revealed cracks in the chain 
of command, the proclamation of 
national emergency produced a 
‘more important revelation. 

The revelation is that, during 
the test of loyalty, when the Presi- 
dent crucially needed military 
support to defend her govern- 
ment, the military—albeit divid- 
‘ed—stood by her. 

Although the support of AFP 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Sen- 
ga was uncertain up to Feb. 23, 
when he was asked by Querubin 
and Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, com- 
mander of the First Scout Ranger 
Regiment, to back their with- 
drawal move, Senga later report- 
edly rejected the overtures, 

‘On the other hand, regime op- 
ponents pinned their hopes on 
their assumption that the chain of 


command would crack from the 
Lim and Querubin withdrawal 
move. It turned out that their ex- 
pectations and assumption that 
they could force a shift of military 
support to their side were highly 
inflated and overly romantic. 


Where goes civil society? 

Most disappointed were the 
civil society components in the 
plot, They pinned their hope of 
bringing down the President on 
the military shift, But the shift did 
not come, 

‘They and their soldier partners 
in conspiracy had played the 
coup card, It didn't work. They 
‘would have to revise their options 
after their street campaign for the 
President's resignation failed. 

Following the proclamation, 
the President regained the initi 
tive. 

The showdown between her 
and media was a revelation. 
Proclamation No. 1017 failed to 
cow the media despite the raids 
on the Daily Tribune and the de- 
ployment of police and soldiers at 
some TV stations and threats of 
closure of offending networks, 


anti-Arroyo military and police 
officers and personnel.” 

Sison, founding chair of the 
CPR said if there was indeed a 
five-point agreement between 
the CPP and the group of rebel 
soldiers, “the parties themselves 
should issue the full text and not 
the Arroyo regime. It could be en- 
lightening to the public and to all 
the military and police.” 

The supposed alliance be- 
tween communist insurgents and 


military rebels prompted Ms Ar- “ 


royo to declare a state of emer- 


gency on Feb. 24. It was lifted on ” 


Friday. 

Sison, now the chief political 
consultant of the communist-led 
National Democratic Front, 
warned that the reign of terror 
would continue despite Ms Ar- 
royo's lifting of the state of na- 
tional emergency. 

He said the Arroyo regime 
would continue to issue procla- 


mations, decrees and orders for ¥ 


the purpose of curtailing demo- 
cratierights to prolong its hold on 
power and to ram through the Ar- 
Toyo-De Venecia Charter change 
scheme. With a report from 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


was lifted on Friday. 


Big brother 

De Venecia lamented that al- 
though he did everything in his 
power to accommodate the re- 
quests of the lawmakers he was 
now being accused of abandon- 
ing them, 

‘As caretaker of the five law- 
makers, the Speaker likened his 
new role to “kuya,” the invisible 
“Big Brother” of the TV reality 
show “Pinoy Big Brother.” 

He said he had ensured the 
safety of the lawmakers by letting 
them use his office as temporary 
quarters. 

“I bring them food ... [I have] 
two bathrooms in [my] of 
fice—one for men and one for 
women—that are fairly modern 
and clean. So I'm like ‘Pinoy Big 
Brother’ taking care of five house- 
mates,” De Venecia said. 

“This is the first time that con- 
gressmen are in the protective 
custody of the Speaker,” he told 
reporters in San Fabian, Pangasi- 
nan, on Saturday. 

De Venecia said that if the court 
‘would issue warrants for the repre- 
sentatives’ arrest, he would tum 
them over to the police. 

By taking custody of the law- 
makers, the government showed 
the nation and the Filipino people 
that “no congressman is above 
the law,” he said. 

“That is why the preliminary 
investigation will continue and 
only the court will decide 
whether or not to issue warrants 
of arrest, If {the warrants are] 
sued, I have to turn them over 
De Venecia said. 

‘While representatives cannot be 
arrested while Congress is in ses- 
sion, this cannot be observed in the 
case of the five lawmakers because 
they are facing rebellion charges 
that carry a penalty of more than 
sixyears, hesaid, With a report 
from Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


When the President took on the 
media, the main target of her 
crackdown, she overplayed her 
hand. 


Now, war of attrition 

The crackdown forced media 
to close ranks to fight the attack 
on press freedom. 

Political forces which feared 
revocation of their liberties ral- 
lied behind the media. Their sup- 
port was not entirely because of 
their conviction and passion for 
civil liberties. Part of it was self- 
serving. 

Without a free media, they 
would have no platform to ex- 
press their opposition to the 
regime. They use media to shield 
themselves, more than media can 
use them to protect the freedom 
of the press, 

Even though 1017 has been. 
lifted, the war with the media 
continues. The administration is 
now focusing on specified action 
involving charges of inciting to 
sedition against journalists who 
continue to be critical, 

‘The war of attrition has just be- 
gun, 
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NBI says ‘Wowowee’ 
probe almost done 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


‘THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVES- 
tigation (NBI) will release either to- 
day or tomorrow the results of the 
probe it conducted into the 
“Wowowee” stampede at the 
PhilSports Arena that left 71 people 
dead on Feb. 4. 

“With the affidavits of 12 ABS-CBN 
officials and personalities, which were 
submitted on Friday night, we are 
now evaluating and wrapping up the 
investigation on the stampede,” NBI 
National Capital Region (NCR) chief 
Ruel Lasala said in an interview yes- 
terday. 


Not involved in preparations 

In their affidavits, “Wowowee” host 
Willie Revillame and ABS-CBN top of- 
ficial Charo Santos-Concio told the 
NBI that they were not involved in 
preparations for the game show's first 
anniversary celebration which led to a 
stampede. 

“Lam a mere talent of ABS-CBN and 
Tam not involved in the various logis- 
tics and preparation for the show,” Re- 
villame said in his affidavit 


He added that his sole function in 
the program was “mere hosting” and 
his involvement was limited to the cre- 
ative and aesthetic aspects of the 
show. 

‘The “Wowowee” host also con- 
firmed previous reports that he visited 
the PhilSports Arena days before the 
stampede, but he clarified that he 
“was not able to acquire the actual 
number of people who were assem- 
bling within the premises since the ar- 
eas (he) went to and visited were se- 
lect and limited.” 

Santos-Concio, on the other hand, 
said she was not involved “in any as- 
pect of the day-to-day operations of 
the many entertainment programs 
produced, procured or being prepared 
by the TV Production Department and 
the operation of subsidiaries that form 
part of the Entertainment Group.” 

Neither did she take part in the 
planning of “Wowowee's” first an- 
niversary show, her affidavit read. She 
added that she was only informed of 
the finalized general plans in a meet- 
ing. 

Lasala said that affidavits were also 
submitted to the bureau by ABS-CBN 


network security head Rene Luspo 
and the 13 Goldlink agency security 
guards deployed in the PhilSports Are- 


na. 


Crowd was unruly 

Luspo stated that despite doing ev- 
erything in his capacity to prevent the 
tragedy from occurring, he was unable 
to do so because of the unruly crowd 
and the lack of police assistance 

‘The security guards, on the other 
hand, said that they were forced to 
close the steel gate to the PhilSports 
Arena at 6:45 am. on Feb. 4 after 
“Wowowee” fans started jostling each 
other. 

Lasala said ABS-CBN cooperated 
fully in the bureau's investigation and 
submitted copies of “Wowowee” 
episodes from Jan. 30 to Feb, 3 and 
raw footages of the incident. 

“A few seconds of the raw footage 
revealed that the guards were not able 
tocontrol the mammoth crowd during 
the stampede,” he said. 

“The footage showed that there was 
a lack of crowd management and con- 
trol to prevent the tragedy from taking 
place,” the NBI official added. 


Police ready sketches of blast suspects 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE POLICE ARE PREPARING THE 
sketches of at least three suspects in 
the two minor explosions which 
rocked police offices in Pasig City on 
Friday morning. 

“Witnesses saw three men on mo- 
torcycles going around the area min- 
utes before the blasts. We are still wait- 
ing for the sketches (of the suspects),” 
Eastern Police District director Chief 
Supt. Charlemagne Alejandrino said 
yesterday. 

He said they were also still waiting 
for the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) Crime Laboratory to determine 
‘what kind of explosives were used. 


Minor incident 


PNP officials had dismissed the 
blasts, which happened minutes be- 


fore President Macapagal-Arroyo an- 
nounced the lifting of the state of 
emergency, as a minor incident. 

Still, the National Capital Region 
Police Office (NCRPO) yesterday re- 
minded the five police districts in the 
metropolis to be alert in securing po- 
lice offices not only because of the ex- 
plosions, but because of recent attacks 
on police detachments in the provinces 
by alleged New People's Army mem- 
bers. 


“Powerful firecrackers’ 

Police did not recover any parts of a 
typical bomb, like wiring, batteries or 
shrapnel, at the crime scene, leading 
some officials to believe that the explo- 
sives could have been “very powerful 
firecrackers.” 

NCRPO investigation chief Senior 
Supt. Felipe Rojas, meanwhile, said 


the explosives could not have been a 
pillbox, as earlier suspected. 

“The explosives used were a litde 
stronger than a pillbox,” Rojas said. 

Friday's blasts rocked the Payanig 
‘Compound, just beside the Metro Walk 
restaurant strip on Meralco Avenue. 

“The compound houses the offices of 
the Regional Special Action Unit, the 
District Mobile Group, the Special 
Weapons and Tactics and the Traffic 
Enforcement Group. The blasts did lit- 
de damage and injured no one. 

‘But save for saying the suspects ap- 
parently just wanted to scare people 
and not harm anyone, the police have 
yet to determine their motive. 

‘Theories like a possible land dis 
pute, a row between policemen or a: 

‘ot among teenagers have been put for- 
ward, but the police would not con- 
fim anything. 
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Sex boosters seized 
[AGENTS of the National Bureau of Investigation 
(NBI) seized last Friday several boxes of medica- 
tion that supposedly revved up one's sexlife Ina 
mail in Manila. “These sex enhancers are not reg- 
istered at the Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD) 
and could cause heart attacks and other compil- 
cations when taken,” NBI National Capital Region 
(NCR) chief Rue! Lasala sald. NBI NCR agents 
Seized at least three boxes containing P50,000 
worth of sex enhancers, slimming and anti-aller- 
gy capsules from three stalls at the Good Earth 
Plaza on Rizal Avenue, Manila. NBI NCR agent 
Rey Tabbu said sex enhancers such as Calis, 
Shuntong, Androsole. Choco Bal, Viager, Sex 
Drop, Black Leopard, Black Diety, india Spray and 
‘Sixty Minutes were confiscated from the stores ` 
during the operation. Tabbu said the store owners 
sold the products at P50 to P500 each. Charges: 
for violation of BAD laws and special laws on 
counterteit drugs wil be filed against store pro- 
prietors Amy Ong, Eric Chan, Nita Chan and Dara 
Ho, the NBI agent said. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 


False alarm in Makati 
RESIDENTS of Cabanillas Streetin Barangay La 
Paz, Makati City locked themselves in their hous- 
es for nearly an hour yesterday afternoon after 
Someone found a grenade in a nearby area. "We 
‘were ail afraid ... we panicked because we were 
afraid that it would explode," said Antonio Man- 
abat, 42, one of the residents. The grenade, how- 
ever, tumed out to be a dud. A resident had found 
the explosive on a vacant lot at the corner of 
Pablo Ocampo Extension and Cabanillas Street. 
After reporting itto the police, members ofthe 
Special Weapons and Tactics- Explosives Ord- 
nance Division went to the area. Police, however, 
Said the MK2 fragmentation grenade was in no 
danger ot exploding because ali the explosive 
Substances inside had been taken out. 

Tarra V. Quismundo 


Fire prevention seminars 
MARCH being Fire Prevention Month, firefighters 
in Manila have started conducting serninars and 
lectures on fire safety and prevention for students 
and residents. They have also given out reading 
materials that list fire safety tips. According to fire 
officials, electrical problems and unattended can- 
dies were the most common causes of fires in 
Meiro Manila. Others were open-fiame cooking. 


METROBRIEFS, 


heat combustion, bonfires and flammable liquids. 
The Manila government has meanwhile stepped 
up its inspection of business establishments, 
particularly old dormitories and boarding houses, 
which are considered “fire traps.” 

Tina G. Santos 


Quake indeed to blame 
EXPERTS yesterday confirmed that the collapse ofa 
wall around a construction site in Makati City last 
Friday was caused by a quake which shook Metro 
Mania anda heavy downpour two days earlier. 
When the wall beside the TRAG (The Residences at 
Greenbelt) project on Arnaiz Avenue (formerly 
Pasay Road) fell down, it took with it four electrical 
posts of the Manila Electric Co., causing a power 
outage In the area. Engr. Andres Casto, TRAG pro- 
ject manager, had said in a statement that the wal 
collapsed because of the 5.7 magnitude quake felt 
last Wednesday. The quake, he added, resulted ina 
leaking water pipe which softened the soll and made 
the wall collapse. His finding was confirmed by 
structural and geotechnical consultants ofthe TRAG 
project who inspected the area. The consultants, 
meanwhile, said thatthe collapse "did notin any 
way affect the structural integrity" of the 48-floor 
Laguna Tower, one of TRAG's three towers, which is 
near the site where the incident happened. 

Tarra V. Quismundo 


Torres; 72 

APOLONIA I. Torres died on March 4 at the age of 
72. She is survived by her children Emilson, Ed- 
vardo, Edna, Erico, Emma, Jose, Elenita and 
Frisca. Her body lies in their residence at 3238 
Malolos Street, Bo. Obrero in Tondo, Manila and 
will be transferred to Barangay Tengal, Lubang in 
Occidental Mindoro on March 8. Interment will be 
announced iater, 


Training seminars 

‘THE DE LA SALLE-Coliege of Saint Benilde, 
through the Schoo! of Deaf Education and Ap- 
plied Studies and the Post-secondary Education 
Network-International, will hold a learning ex- 
change visit from March 6-9. Experts from the 
New York-based National Technical Institute for 
the Deaf of the Rochester Institute of Technology 
will conducta series of training seminars for deaf 
students and their parents, counseling profes- 
sionals, and teachers working with the deat. Par- 
ticipation in the seminars is by invitation only. For 
inquiries, please call 526-7441 local 239 or e- 
mail zabalae@dis-csb.edu.ph. 
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TUP student dies of hazing injuries 
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By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE MAKATI POLICE HAVE TAKEN INTO 
custody a student of the Technological Uni- 
versity of the Philippines (TUP) for his possi- 
ble involvement in the death of another stu- 
dentallegedly due to hazing. 

Clark Anson Silverio, 18, a second year me- 
chanical engineering student of TUP Manila, 
was declared dead on arrival at the Manila 
Sanitarium Hospital in Pasay City last Friday 
afternoon. An initial police report said thathe 
had died ofhematoma and severe contusions, 
mostly on his thighs. 

Silverio had been brought to the hospital 
by four teenagers who said that they had 
found him unconscious, possibly drunk, and 
lying on the street. One of those who had tak- 
en him to the hospital, Edmar Gipan, another 
TUP student, was picked up by the police after 
Silverio died. 

Investigation showed that the two were 
among 20 teenagers who went to a ware- 
house on Guatemala Street in Barangay San 
Isidro, Makati on Friday morning. The ware- 
house caretaker, a certain Alma, told the po- 
lice that it was the fourth time in several 
weeks that a group of boys and girls had gone 
there to hold initiation rites. 

‘She told the police that she saw some mem- 
bers of the group, one of whom she identified 
as Gipan, carrying planks of wood. “After I fin- 
ished cleaning, I saw that a group of teens 
were (hitting) others. I heard (some people) 
shouting, groaning, screaming and crying,” 
‘Alma said in her statement to the police. 


LIA ANDREA Ramos shows the winning form 
that helped her land the Binibining Pilipinas- 
Universe 2006 title. JOUN FUNZNAN 


Beauty pageant 
winners picked 


By Armin Adina 


CROWD FAVORITES BAGGED THE THREE 
major titles at the 2006 Binibining Pilipinas 
pageant held last Saturday at the Araneta Col- 
iseum in Cubao, Quezon City. 

‘The spectators erupted in screams as De- 
nille Lou Valmonte, 24, received the Binibin- 
ing Pilipinas-International title from 2005 
Miss International Precious Lara Quigaman. 

‘Ana Maris Igpit, another crowd pleaser, 
was crowned Binibining Pilipinas-World by 
previous title holder, Carlene Aguilar. She was 
also proclaimed Best in Long Gown. 

‘The Binibining Pilipinas-Universe title, on 
the other hand, went to Lia Andrea Ramos 
The 25-year-old political science graduate of 
the University of the Philippines also bagged 
numerous awards—Miss Photogenic, Best in 
‘Swimsuit, Miss Philippine Airlines and Mane 
and Tail's Best Hair, 

First runner-up Rosalyn Santiago, 25, earli 
er entered the semis when she was pro: 
claimed Smart Texters Choice for garnering 
the most number of votes cast through text, 

Jeanne Bernadette Bello, 22, completed 
the lineup as second runner-up. Twenty-four 
hopefuls competed in this year’s competition. 
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in demolition of Express 
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WNC, Perpetual forge showdown for students cage title 


LEGAZPI CITY—WEST NEGROS COLLEGE 
brought down National University, 77-61, 
late Saturday to arrange a showdown with 
defending champion University of Perpetual 
Help Dalta System for the 60th National 
Students Basketball Championship at the 
Albay Astrodome here. 

The Altas took the other finals berth fol- 
lowing a 76-64 dumping of Angeles Univer- 


sity Founclation, 76-64, in a game marred by 
highly physical plays and a near walkout by 
the Great Danes, 

Employing the zone and shooting almost 
flawlessly, the WNC Mustangs, last year’s 
University Games champions, dominated 
the third quarter to build a 57-41 lead. 

Reed-thin Ely Olarte starred for the Mus- 
tangs in that decisive stretch, scoring 11 of 


Asistio rules 
Samsung grand 


his 20 points, 

When the Bulldogs double-teamedl 
Olarte, Vengie Vergara, who scored 18 of his 
20 points from the three-point range, and 
Sonny Abaring picked up the slack to pre- 
serve the win—and secure WNC's first finals 
appearance in eight years. 

‘The Mustangs actually had already beat- 
en the Altas in the eliminations, 68-62. 


“Maybe the boys wants to prove some- 
thing after winning the University Games 
fast year” said WNC coach Elvis Atinadlo, 

‘The Mustangs ruled the UniGames at the 
expense of St. Francis of Assisi College. 

‘AUF lost Allan Hicban, who was ban- 
ished from the court for attempting to 
punch Perpetual’s Darryl Mendoza with 
7-22 left in the second quarter: The referees’ 


decision, however, did not sit well with AUF 
manager Nida Sunga, who ordered her 
players to walk out: In the end, though, the 
team was persuaded to resume play. 
Meanwhile, Gov. Gonzalez, provincial 
board member Ralph Andes and Mayor 
Rosal sent messages of condolences to BAP 
secretary general Graham Lim, whose father 
died last Thursday after a lingering illness. 
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St. Francis 


in NCRAA 


finals by three 


LIPA CITY—TONLITS ASISTIO CLOSED OUT 
with an even-par 72 despite a bogey-bogey 
finish yesterday to rule the Samsung Amateur 
Golf Tour grand finals by three shots at the 
Summit Point Golf and Country Club here. 

A crucial two-shot swing on No. 7 was all Asis- 
tio needed to pull away from his Manila South- 
woods teammate Michael Bibat, who finished 
with a 75 after a birdie on the last hole. 

“T just played my game after that two-shot 
swing on No. 7,” said the 16-year-old Asistio, 
who followed up his birdie on the seventh with 
two more birdies on Nos. 10 and 14 to pull away 
by six strokes. 

Asistio, tied with Bibat and one-up on Boyet 
Saragoza at the start of the round, wound up 
with a 292 total. Bibat was second at 295. 


Boy Blue Ocampo, head of the organizing 
Professional Sports Management Group, award- 
ed the trophy and a top-of-the-line Samsung cell 
phone unit to Asistio during the awards rites 
Which coincided with the launch of the fifth 
Samsung Tour beginning next month 
Meanwhile, Rodel Mangulabnan rallied with a 
72 for a 149 and tumed back Shean Bedi (77- 
153) for the Class A crown in the men’s side of the 
‘event backed by Philippine Airlines as the official 
carrier, Tokyo Tokyo, KZG, Microtel, Coppertone 
Sport, Sunbolt, Rudy Project, C-Lium Fiber and 
‘Sports Plus. Media parters are Wave 89.1, Jam 
88.3, 89.9, 99.5 RT, 1035 K-Lite and Killer Bee. 
Bill Yoon cruised to victory in Class B with an 
81-157, while Emil Alviar Il romped away with 
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crown duel 


ORLANDO DAROYA 
delivered the winning 
basket and Arellano 
University capitalized 
on two tumovers by 
De La Salle-Dasmari- 
ñas in the endgame to 
pull off an 87-83 wri- 
‘umph in their Final 
Four showdown yes- 
terday in the 13th NCRAA men's basketball 
tourney at the Pasay Sports Complex. 

“The Flaming Arrows, who joined the league 
only last year, set up a best-ofthree title clash 
‘with the more experienced St. Francis of Assisi 
Doves starting today at the San Andres gym. 

St. Francis beat Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines twice in to reach the finals, The 


GAMES TODAY 
(San Andres gym) 
10am—PMIvs PUP 
(women) 
11:30a,m—Olvarez 
vs Arellano (boys) 

1 pm—Arallano vs 
St.Francis (men) 


the Class C crown with an 83 for 163, Raul Ila- 
gan topped Class D with 177. 

Beverly Mendoza of St. Paul Pasig carded a 77 
and 149 to beat Crystal Superal (78-151) by two 
strokes in the ladies’ Class A. Marian Woo shot an 


Doves crushed the Maroons, 91-74, last Friday 

and then repeated with a 75-62 win yesterday. 
Twill be the Doves’ 11th finals appearance un- 

der coach Gabby Velasco, who boasts of six titles. 


Saragoza, the halfway leader in this event 
sponsored by Samsung and featured the cham- 
pionship division winners of the various legs, 
never recovered from a disastrous start and skied 


toa 79 and 300 for third place. 


Erwin Vinluan also limped with an 80 to finish 
fourth with 306, while Jong Laput wound up 


witha 309 aftera 76. 


82 and a 170 to hold off Lyn Mangulabnan for 
the Class B title, while Elizabeth Salazar made 
100 for a 194 and won by four over Jocelyn 
Catan (98-198) in Class C. 


JODY Coseteng (inset) finishes with a flourish at the Subic raceway. 


Coseteng clinches 
8th touring car plum 


SUBIC—SAN MIGUEL-ERG Al- 
cotonic driver Jody Coseteng came 
up with his best performance this 
season to clinch the overall crown of 
the Philippine Touring Car Champi- 
onship 2005 yesterday at the Subic 
International Raceway here. 

Coseteng topped the moming 
race over Louis Ramirez of Petron 
Ultron-SRA before switching places 
with Ramirez in the 13-ap after- 
noon race to top the series duly 
sanctioned by the Automobile Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines (AAP). 

It was the eighth touring car title 
for Coseteng since making a circuit 
racing comeback in 1998. He fin- 


ished with 279 points. 

“Td like to thank the whole team, 
they did a great job throughout the 
season,” he said. 

Kookie Ramirez of Petron Ultron- 
SRA and Carlos Anton of MP Turbo 
provided the day's most dramatic 
moment when they figured in a col- 
Iision, forcing clerk-of-course Rolen 
Paulino to restart the race, 

Kookie Ramirez finished overall 
runner-up with 206 points. 

Dennis Uy of Velocity Motors- 
Conocoracing Team and Philip Al- 
vendia of A3 Motorsports/Malayan 
‘Automasters Touring Car Team end- 
ed up third and fourth, respectively. 


Dableo, 8 others lead 
La Union Open chess 


Standings aner ha sith round 50 pis—M, 
Dato, IMR. Boo, PM O. Dileng, FMW. 
So, NM A Vasquz, NM R. Tenino, NM E- 
Senador, R. Legasp A. Braue 45 pis—M 
C. Ganra, IM B. Nador, NM RL Andador, N. 
Uara; 40—IM R. Bancod, FM J. Sales, FM A. 
acs, NM D. Lavo, NMR, Nota, NM M. Golei, 
NMR. Llavanes, NM M. Maga, NM N. Alsangoo, 
NAR Ampas, NM E. Agagon, E. Galus, J. Bao, 
R. Panopio, R. Gores, J. Mantupar, R. Lag- 
ran, A. Carns, Bao 


SAN FERNANDO CITY, LA UNION 
—Top seed GM-candidate Ronald 
Dableo defeated Rodolfo Panopio Jr. 
in 31 moves of an English Opening 
to keep a share of lead with eight 
others after the sixth round of the 
fifth La Union Open chess champi- 
onships at the Diego Silang Hall of 
Provincial Capito! building Sunday. 

Dableo, an Air Force enlisted per- 
sonnel under the wings of Col. Ale- 
Jandro Camagay, now has 5.0 poins 
‘on four wins and two draws. 

He shies top spa wih IM 


Richard Bitoon, Fide master Oliver 
Dimakiling, FM Wesley So, NM An- 
drew Vasquez, NM Rustom Tolenti- 
no, NM Emmanuel Senador, Rhobel 
Legaspi and Ali Branzuela in the 
event sponsored by the La Union 
provincial govemment headed by 
Gov. Victor E Ortega and San Feman- 
do Mayor Mary Jane C. Ortega and 
backed by Villa Estrella Resort Hotel. 

In other matches, Bitoon agreed 
toa 15-move draw with So; Dimak- 
iling also drew in 15 with Vasquez; 
‘Tolentino upset former RP Open 
champ NM Darwin Laylo; Senador 
crushed NM Michael Gotel; Legaspi 
beat Jerome Balico; and Branzuela 
nipped NM Mirabeau Maga. 

‘The top 13 players after the sev- 
en-round Swiss system eliminations 
will be joined in the knockout for- 
mat by seeded players GM Mark 
Paragua, GM Rugene Torre and de- 
fending champion GM Rogelio 
“Joey” Antonio Jt, The champion's 
purses PAO) 


“THE 2006 TOUR PILIPINAS TAKES ON A MORE 
nationalistic image following the adoption of the 
theme “Padyak Pinoy’ for the April 20-30 race. 
“Because the Tour is undoubtedly a Philippine 
tradition for more than half a century, we at Dos-1 
feel Padyak Pinoy’ as theme would make it even 
more Filipino,” said Dos-1 president Gary Cayton. 
‘The bikathon carried the theme “Golden Tour” 
when the organizing Dynamics Outsource Solu- 
tions Inc.'s (Dos-1) held it last year: The fabled 
event celebrated its SOth anniversary in 2005. 
“The Tous, featuring 80 cyclists vying for more 
than P4 million in total prizes, will again have 10 


hole of Summit Point Golf and Country Club in Lipa City. 


UN RAPANAN 


2006 bikathon adopts 
‘Padyak Pinoy’ theme 


stages spread over 11 days this summer. To be su- 
pervised by the Philippine National Cycling Asso- 
ciation headed by former Eagle of the Mountain 
Paquito Rivas and sanctioned by the PhilCycling, 
the race will cover more than 1,700 kilometers in 
Luzon with stops in at least seven key cites. 

‘Tho Tours stages—Stage 1: Quezon Cly to Cabanatuan 
(Api 20%; stage 2: Cabanatuan-Olongapo (April 21; Stage 3: 
‘longapo-Dagupan (Apri 2}; Sage 4: Dagupan (Apri 
23); Staga 5: Vigan-Baguio (Apri 24); Stage 6: Baguio- Baguio 
(Port 26), Sage 7: Bagulo-Angeles Cly (Apr 27); lage 8: 
Tagaytay:Tagaytay (Api 28: Stag 9: Tagaytay- Tagaytay (TT 
(Apri 29); Staga 10: Manta ctr raco (Apri 30} 


Gio Ciriacruz fired a game-high 24 points for 
the Arrows, while Daroya hit 21 points. 


RP dance athletes 
strut stuff Saturday 


‘TO MARKITS 10TH YEAR, THE DANCE SPORT 
Council of the Philippines will host the 2006 
DSCP Ist Quarter Ranking and Competition at 
the Philsports Arena on Saturday. 

DSCP president Becky Garcia said dance ath- 
letes will strut their stuff in the juvenile, junior, 
youth, senior, grades and special events in the 
Latin and Standard disciplines. 

‘This will also be part of the country’s prepara- 
tion for the Doha Asian Games in December 

Five Intemational Dance Sport Federation ad- 
judicators from Asia and Europe are arriving to 
officiate at the competition sponsored by San 
Miguel Corp., Petron BPI-Mastercard, Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, Philippine Sports 
Commission, Philippine Olympic Committee, 
Pagcor, Joey 92.3 Rhythm, Water Zone, Savan- 
nah Moon and Edsa Shangri-La Hotel, 

Forticket inquiries, call 635-0116. 


ITIS STILL FIVE MONTHS AWAY, BUT EVERY- 
thing is now in readiness for this year’s World 
Cup of football. This shows that host Germany 
is more than capable of staging the biggest sin- 
gle sporting event on Earth. 

Tsaw on CNN last Saturday the ultra-modern 
Berlin Olympic Stadium, where the champi- 
onship game will be held in July. And 1 also 
Teamed that some 12,000 well-trained person- 
nel have been tasked to handle the security as- 
pect ofthis widely followed tournament. 

Football is the most popular sport in the 
world and is often called the “universal lan- 
guage.” 

Next only to the Olympic Games, the World 
Cup is played in close to 200 countries around 
the world, mostly in Europe, the traditional 
home of football; and in South America, where 
its chief exponent is multititled Brazil which 
won the last World Cup in 2002 in Korea, The 
World Cup is held every four years under the 
auspices of the international football federation 
(Fifa), which was founded in Paris by seven Eu- 
ropean nations in 1904, Fifa is based in Zurich. 

‘Although there are millions of football play- 
ers and fans worldwide, Filipinos are not fasci- 
nated with the sport because they find it dull 
and boring to watch. Aside from the fact that a 
football game takes too long to finish (more 
than two hours, not counting the halftime 
break), a game would sometimes end in a 
scoreless draw. Thus, local fans prefer, without 
question, the fast-paced sport of basketball 
where the players literally fly hither and yon at 
every second, at every opportunity. 

‘The first ever World Cup was held: in 
Uruguay in 1930. lis inventors were French- 


All set for World Cup of football 


CLEAN LIVING 


Manolo R. Iñi 180 af x 


men Henri Delaunay and Jules Rimet, after 
whom the famous trophy was named. 

was the president of the French Football Feder- 
ation and Fifa president from 1920 to 1954 
while Delaunay was secretary of the FFF from 
1919 until his death in 1956. 

The original Jules Rimet trophy was de- 
signed by Italian sculptor Silvio Gazzaniga of 
the Bertoni goldsmiths of Milan. Its design was 
selected from among 53 proposals submitted 
by entries from seven countries. The trophy is 
made of solid 18 carat gold, standing 14 inches 
high and weighing 11 1b. While on exhibit in 
London, it was stolen just days before the start 
of the 1966 World Cup, only to be discovered 
bya dog named Pickles under a hedge in a sub- 
urban garden. 

"The trophy was stolen again in 1983 from its 
permanent home in Brazil and has never been 
found, Many believed that the thieves melted 
the gold wophy. The Brazilian Football Associa- 
tion replaced it with a replica, 

In 1990, when Germany won its third World 
Cup, it was not able to keep the new trophy as 
current regulations require that it must remain 
in Fif’s permanent possession.. Now, World 
Cup champions are presented with a gold-plat- 
ed replica. 


‘The benefits a host country gain from host- 
ing the World Cup are incalculable. When 
South Korea hosted the championship in 2002, 
the goverment was sundered by violent 
demonstrations and labor unrest. But when the 
South Korean team surprised the world by win- 
ning game after game against the highly re- 
garded and star-studded European squads, the 
South Korean people were inspired in a way 
their government could not imagine was possi- 
ble. Millions of South Koreans went out into the 
streets dancing and singing, celebrating the vic- 
toties oftheir team. The turmoil in South Korea 
came to a halt, all because of their football 
team, 

JAWO’ TURNS 60: I am taking this oppor- 
tunity to greet former senator Robert Ja- 
‘worski, one of the country's greatest basket- 
ball players, a happy birthday in advance. 

Born in Baguio City on March 8, 1946, the 
6-foot-1 Jaworski is the only son of Polish- 
‘American Teodore Jaworski and Iluminada 
Salazar. Sporting the popular moniker, “Big 
4,” he first amazed the basketball fans in the 
UAAP in 1960 while playing for the UE War- 
riors coached by the legendary Virgilio “Ba- 
by” Dalupan, Jaworski became a household 
name as a key player of powerhouse teams 
like Yeo and Meralco (in the Micaa) and Toy- 
ota and Ginebra (in the PBA), He was also a 
mainstay of several Philippine teams in the 
World Basketball Championships, the 
Olympics, ABC and Asian Games, As a play- 
ing coach, he won four PBA titles and men- 
tored a PBA sclection to a silver-medal finish 
in the 1990 Beijing Asiad. 


Gonzales draws foe, finishes tied for third 


FINAL STANDINGS: 7.5—GM Slavko 
Cikak (Swoden); 7.0—GM Manuo! Rivas, 
Pastor (Spain); &.5—IM JAYSON GON- 
ZALES (PHILIPPINES), GM Olog Roman- 
Ishin (Ukraino), GM Carlos Matamoros 
Franco (Ecuador), IM Manuel Poruz Can- 
‘dalaro (Spain), IM Ibragim Khamrakulov 
(Spain), IM Marko Tratar (Slovakia) 


FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MAS- 
ter Jayson Gonzales settled for a 
quick 20-move draw in a Queen's 
Pawn game with fellow IM Ismael 
"Teran Alvarez of Spain in the final 
round to finish in a tie for third 
place with four others in the IX 
‘Open international Malaga de Aje- 


Perez, Candelario, 


drez Saturday in Malaga, Spain, 

Gonzales finished with 6.5 
points to be in the company of top 
seed Grandmaster Oleg Roman- 
ishin, GM Carlos Franco and IMs 
ragim Khum- 
rakulov and Marko Tratar, 

GM Nelson Mariano II also split 


the point with Bulgarian IM Jordan 
Ivanov in 29 moves of a Sicilian 
Chamelon to finish with 5.5 points, 
Swedish GM Slavko Cicak set- 
tle for a draw with Romanishin to 
score 7.5 points and take the 
championship trophy. Marlon 
Bernardino, contributor 
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Coke Tigers’ 
snarl back in 
rout of Express 


From page A25 
‘They (Peek and Arigo) attracted the defense and 
got everybody inthe team involved.” 

Arigo tossed in 28 points and grabbed nine re- 
bounds while Peek had 21 points and 11 re- 
bounds. Mamaril also finished in double-double 
figures with 14 points and 10 rebounds. Rookie 
Denok Miranda and Dale Singson added 12 and 
10 points, respectively. 

© In the second game, Nic Belasco showed his 
former team what it was missing, tying a career- 
high of 30 points to lead Alaska to a 103-90 tri- 
umph over San Miguel. 

Belasco, traded during the conference break 
for Brandon Cablay, made 12 of his 18 attempts 
from the field in 33 minutes en route to his total, 
which tied a personal best he scored as a San 

> Miguel standout. 

Cablay wasn't as successful in his Beermen de- 
but, finishing with just three points in 28 min- 
utes, taking just four attempts from the field and 
making one. 

Mamaril followed up his three-point play off 
Mark Telan with a 15-footer as the Tigers took a 
75-70 edge while holding the Express scoreless in 
the closing minutes of the third. 

‘Along jumper by Abarrientos gave the Tigers 
an 81-72 spread before Rafi Reavis, Peek and Ari- 
go put the outcome beyond doubt with an assort- 
ment of shots inside the lane, 

Tho stores: 

First Game 

COCA-COLA 104—Arigo 28, Peek 21, Mamari 14, Miranda 
+12, Singson 10, Reavis 6, Antonio 6, Abarrientos 5, Wainvght 
2, Morano 0. 

NRZ 83—Ritualo 29, De Ocampo 11, Canaleta 10, Tubid 
10, De Ocampo R. 8, Telan 6, Arboleda 3, Beard 2, Se 2, Fan 
2, Daca 0. 

(Quarters: 25-28, 49-59, 77-70, 104-88. 

Second Game 

ALASKA 103-—Belasco 30, Alado 20, Dela Cruz 14, Wison 
40, Cortez 9, Thoss 8, Hugnatan 5, Cariaso 4, Bajar 3, Laure 0. 

‘SAN MIGUEL 90— Seigle 25, Hontiveros 19, Idefonso 12, 
Racia 10, Calaguio 10, Paña 9, Cabiay 3, Gonzales 2, Kong 0, 
Noble. 

‘Quarters: 17-18, 43:4, 75-61, 103-20 
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MOURNING: Big-time dunk ans 


MIAMI—ALONZO MOURNING 
slammed the game-winning dunk 
with 1.8 seconds remaining to cap 
a Miami Heat rally for an eighth 
straight victory, a 95-93 home de- 
cision over the Atlanta Hawks on 
Saturday. 
Mouming’s dunk gave the Heat its first lead of the 
` game as Miami recovered from a 17-point deficit 
despite the absence of guard Dwyane Wade, who 
‘watched the game from the bench due to a wrist in- 
y uy 
"To make matters worse for the hosts, Shaquille 
~. O'Neal fouled out with 3:45 left for Miami, leav- 
', ing the Heat without their top two scorers. 
J "You have to win some games on nights when 


DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES—RAFAEL 
Nadal, playing only his second tournament in four 
months, beat top-seeded Roger Federer, 2-6, 6-4, 6- 
4, in the final of the Dubai Open on Saturday. Nadal, 
seeded and ranked second, took just under two hours to 
claim victory. The defeat ended three-time defending cham- 


Woods seizes Doral lead 


MIAMI—THE SHOWDOWN TURNED INTO A 
circus act late Saturday afternoon at Doral un- 
til Tiger Woods came through with a risky shot 
into the 18th green and restored order to a 
jumbled leaderboard. 

Woods recovered from a double bogey to 
surge into the lead, then carved a shot through 
the trees on the final hole and escaped with a 4- 
under 68 that left him two shots clear of Daniel 
Chopra and Rich Beem heading into the final 
round of the Ford Championship at Doral. 

Woods charged with three straight birdies on 


the back nine and finished at 17-under 199. 

Phil Mickelson slowly lost ground on the back 
nine before hitting off barren grass into the wa- 
ter on the 18th. He made a 15-footer to save bo- 
gey, but stili wound up four shots behind. 

“The fans sure got their money's worth, one 
man in particular. He was hit by Mickelson’s er- 
rant 3-wood on the 10th hole, and it broke his 
watch. Mickelson went to check on him, and 
pulled two $100 bills from his bag to pay for the 
watch. 


“It wasn'ta Rolex,” Mickelson said. AP 


i \27| 
downs Hawks 


_ Kobe’s 40, Kidd’s triple double power Lakers, Nets 


maybe you dont have a lot of things going for you," Ri- 
ley said. 

‘In East Rutherford, Jason Kidd scored 14 points and 
had 13 rebounds and 15 assists for a triple double as 
New Jersey beat Toronto, 105-100, in overtime. 

Vince Carter had 31 ‘points and Richard Jefferson 
added 30 for the Nets. 

In Los Angeles, Kobe Bryant scored 40 points and had 
plenty of help from his teammates as the Lakers defeat- 
ed Devoit, 105-94. 

One night after becoming the youngest player in the 
NBA to score 16,000 points, Bryant reached the 40- 
point mark for the 17th time this season. 

In San Antonio, Tim Duncan scored 22 points as the 
‘Spurs beat the Portland Trail Blazers, 101-81. 

In Milwaukee, Eddy Curry scored 20 points and had 
11 rebounds as the New York Knicks beat the Bucks, 
103-98. Reuters, AFP 

NBA on Solar: 10am—Utah vs. Seale (epleyat8 pm) 


pion Federer's 56-match hardcourt streak. He had won both 
his tournaments this year—the Australian and Doha Opens. 
“thinkit is unbelievable to win against the best player in the 
worid—perhaps the bestin the history of the game," the 19- 
year-old Spaniard said, “It was also special because | was out 
ofthe game for more than three mi AP 


neures 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Enjoy True Quality 
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Bolivar, Yambao 
MORE THAN 
JUST CANONES. ed 


LUGENA CITY—ALQUIN Wei ARS Y 
Bolivar and 2003 mar- P 
athon queen Liza Yam- 
bao encountered little 
resistance yesterday in e 
topping the 21Kelimina- f; j a N i 
jon race ofthe 30th Na- | 7 AOL 
a : ae eer (@ tional Milo Marathon [555% z pea Wi 
World ClaseAuto'Addessorios of eee that wound up at the fè i Yek 
Perez Park here. Fil f 
www.carryboyphil.com Bolivar, a criminology stu- iL 
740 0525 [Banawe] dent of De La Salle-Dasmari- VICTORS: Alquin Bolivar (third from left) and Liza Yambao are 
ani ñas in Cavite, clocked one flanked by (from left) Milo Sports Events executive Pat Goc-ong, Milo 


INNOVA Gtstesile MAE CURE VNR IDAD FRONTIER RANGER Crete hous, 13 minutes and 42sec- Cycle Planning manager Rhyanne Monsanto, regional sales manager 


onds to claim his fist Milo ibaquil a 
Parramn MR ASL Arend SORENTO FIFY SADS EMU COTY Serma | legie, ary GE el aren ls ein RRAN, 


"The 20-year-old Bolivar, who topped the SK the 21K last season but couldn't find a slot. 
race in Lipa City last year, said he was set tojoin “Now Pm looking forward to the 42K; he sid 

Bolivar, Yambao and the rest of the top three fin- 
ishers in the men’s and women's races advanced to 
the 42K finals in Metro Manila on Dec. 10. 

Ben Alejandrino was second (1:15:54) and 
Ereneo Raquimpo third (1:17:55) among men. 

Yambao, who dominated the distaff side in 
1:34:10, said she couldn't wait for the Manila 
qualifying leg because she needed money now 
for her graduation expenses. 

Bolivar and Yambao, a senior commerce stu- 
A dent at the University of Santo Tomas, pocketed 
Na Weer oAT a P10,000 each for their victories yesterday. 

al abang ome depot “The 42K elimination race in Metro Manila on 
Ai a July 16 offers a bigger champion's purse of 
P30,000. 

Finishing a far second in the women’s race was 
veteran Mila Paje, with 19-year-old Corazon Sal- 
cedo, an education student of De La Salle-Das- 
mariñas salvaging third. 

The top three SK finishers were Jerome Beredo 
(16:51), Jessie Mancera (17:13) and Argel delos 
Santos (17:30) in the men’s run and Bernadette 
‘Mag-aso (18:58), Jove-an Barcena (22:26) and 
Lytio Gregana (22:34) in the distaff race. 

‘John Sarinas and Eddielyn Ramos won the 3K 
kiddies race in the 6-9 age group and Mark An- 
thony Alemania and Rachelle Aranilla duplicated 
the feat in the 10-12 category. The marathon is 
held in parmership with Bayview Park Hotel- 
‘Manila, Adidas, Cebu Pacific and Powerbar. 


SPORTSWATCH 


NCA 7-cocker today at RMC 
MORE THAN 50 QUALITY FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN 
the National Cockers Association's frst 7-cock derby 
forthe month which kicks off today and on Wednes- 
day al the Roligon Mega Cockpit in Paraiaque City. 
Derby sponsors are Alex Escalon, the Jingco broth- 
ers, Jet Famando and son, the Madangbayan broth- 
ers and iggy Arroyo and his group. The month's wo. 
other derbies are scheduled on March 13 and 15 and 
‘on March 27 and 28, also at Roligon. Among today's 
entries are the handpicked choices of Danding Co- 
juangco and Boy Velez, Johnny Jalandoni and Boy 
Jao, Jerry Ramos, Patrick Amonio, Amboy Marla- 
paz, Butch Pichay, Ciaude Bautista, Rene Medina, Ric 
De Guzman, Pacifico Berin, Ruel caor. JV 
i Magsaysay, Edgar Santos, Tony Tan, Pepito Ngo, 
HIGH QUALITY FLOORING | ren cas, P Menez, Joey Sarasola, Franke 
Edu Manzano, Mike and Art Ataydo. Julio Jalandoni, 
Boy Royo, Manny and Armand Santos, Boyet Joson, 
Bilan Nagano, and Jerry "Boy" Espina, mong others. 


PCAP derby starts in Makati 


i 
«CHAMPS: THE FIFTH LEG OF THE PINOY COCKERS ASSOCIA- 
Y Sower n Se Tion ofthe Philippines (PCAP) 5-cock derby series 
Everythingin Bathroom. | ires ott at the Makati Coliseum today with B-Meg 
Derby Ace as sponsor. The cockfest starts at 5 p.m. 
and features 70 fights. Lito Orilaza (Golden Syca) is 
ey CORD gita the new frontrunner in the PCAP Cocker of the Year 


Buin 50 4 MiTo, CRESTEN FIREFLY LOTUS 125pm oloun apart 


et 


PETA 


A AEA || a Jake Macasaet (San Vicente Ferrer), Emil Chua (Con- 
"lts notjust about TOOLS" | crete Breaker) and Efren Canlas (Winchester Gold). 
‘Also inthe thick of fight are entries Singkamas Pride 
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Steel Industries, Ine. 4 i 
; kaivan THE:RIGHT: 
RO if DAHAIRIC 

n If you are considering a Hair 


Hornitex A Transplant make your decision 


Laminated Wood Flooring on the surgeon himself! 


‘Made in German 
Best Seler "” 


r. Pineda is a Beverly Hills trained Hair 
Transplant Surgeon 


IE P Practice limited to hair transplants and 


o hair problems 

a W pai T= 16 years experience in Halr Transplants 

MARIWASA at x 1> Has done over 4,000 patlents 

MARTY A >A i T> Best possible surgery, Best posible results 
sare 5 m E = n 'esories i Prices you can afford 

> Open door policy, see and talk to patients 


oem = 
| F an EY PHILIPS | | & Airfare Reimbursement gcat for detaits 
CENTOR a VinylTiles | vas: © 5 trg th ee, 


DOOR TRACK SYSTEM atiii \ Sanitary Wares X Eaaniray wane Bye Lighting 


For Inquiries, you may call us at 


Callus today fot a constant Dr Andrew Prec hms 
[ye13%0694] 


Ortigas Home Depot 
HI Doña Julia Vargas Avenue, near corner Meralco 


‘Avenue Bray. Ugong Pasig City at 636.0772 to 73. RARERRNS 


‘Westgate Alabang Home Depot 
Lot 103-117 Alabang-Zapote Road cor. Filinvest Ave, 
Westgate Alabang. Muntinlupa City at 771.1627 to 29 


‘Commerce Avenue Filinvest 
Interchange, 


* See flyers for more details. A. Pineda Medical Clini 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No, A-113 and A2:114 Series of 2006 sanaletaboor < DAVAO 2212602 


www pinodahalr.com 
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PIA CLEMENTE, THE 
first Filipino-Ameri- 


can woman to be |; 


nominated for an Os- 
car, will be wearing 
to the Academy 
Awards show today a 
champagne-colored 
ethnic-inspired gown 
created by Filipino 
designers. 

David Tupaz and 


Rajo Laurel fashioned y” 
three gowns for | 
Clementeinfivedays, E 


with 30 workers. 


Apart from the one Ẹ 


that Pia picked, the 
two others are: a V- 
neck halter in burnt 
orange, and a 
spaghetti-strapped 
number in pink and 
chocolate. 

Pia's choice sports 
a pintado (painted) 
tribal patter. 


‘The awards show | 


‘will be telecast live 
on RPN-9 today 
starting at9 a.m. 


Pia, as producen 
‘and | writer-director 
‘Rob Pearlstein have 
been nominated in 
ithe Best Short Film, 
'Live Action category 
‘for “Our Time is Up,” 
ta comedy featuring 
‘Kevin Pollack. 

The petite (5'1") 
yfilmmaker said she 
‘wanted a gown that 
was “classy but sexy 
and comfortable at 
thesame time." 


INSIDE 


B Awards 
night! /A2-2 


Fun facts- 
about the 
Oscars 

/A2-2 
Who's 
leading the 
Best Actor 
race? /A2-2 


a Which 
films got 
the most 
nods? /A2-2 
BAndoh, 
those after- 
parties? 


/A2-2 


ABOVE, Pia Clemente with Rajo Laurel (left) and David Tupaz, and 
the three gowns. At left, what she decided to wear. 


Is your favorite 
movie showing 
on TV tonight? 


Check out the PIZZA classification in the 


pDA. 
YELLOW PAGES 
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_ SM City Sta. Rosa 
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NE Pacific Mall 


SM M Momo, 


TEL NO oud A851081 
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ARE YOU REALLY 
WHO YOU ARE? 


More Variet 
at the Bigger 
and Better 
Greenhills 
Shopping Center 


Now with more choices at the V-Mall, shopping for appliances, 
toys and other gift items Is easy. Find everything you need 
from-A to Lat the new GSC. 
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HOLLYWOOD—FOLLOWING IS A 
collection of fun facts about the 
Academy Awards, the 78th edition of 
which will be held at Hollywood's Ko- 
dak Theatre on Sunday (Monday in 
Manila: 

© Even if this year’s front-runner 
“Brokeback Mountain” wins all eight 
ofthe Oscars for which itis nominated, 
its achievement would fall far short of 
the record of the’ 11 statuettes each 


Daisy” in 1989, when she was 80. tress in “Monster (2008) and Frances 
© This year marks the first time ini» McDormand for Best Actress in “Fargo” 
25 years that the five Best Picturenom- (1996). SEST 
inees are a perfect match with the Best ¢ This ‘year miarks:the first time 
Director shortlist. The last time wasin since the Best Animated Feature cate- 
1981. gory was introduced in 2002 that none 
‘e Legendary US movie composer of the nominees were produced pri- 
John Williams is up for two Best Origi- marily by computer-generated im- 
nal Scores—one for “Memoirs of a agery. The three films up for the award 
Geisha” and the other for “Munich,” this year are: “Howl's Moving Castle” 


And oh, those 
after-parties! 


HOLLYWOOD—THE BIGGEST STARS ARE 
looking forward.to the dazzling after-par- 
ties that rival the Oscars’ glamour 

Winning an invitation to the most ex- 
clusive bashes, such as the annual par- 
ties thrown by Vanity Fair magazine and 
superstar Elton John, is almost as hard 
as wininiùg ong of the Oscars. 

“Everybody who's anyone comes to 
our party” said Beth Kseniak of Vanity 
Fair. The other “must-do” event is John's 


claimed by 1959's “Ben-Hur” (out of 
12 nominations), 1997's “Titanic” (out 
of 14), and 2003's “The Lord of the 
Rings: The Return of the King” (out of 


‘@Screen heartthrob George 
Clooney this year became the first per- 
son in Oscars history to be nominated 
as Best Director and in an acting cate- 
gory for different films in the same 
year. 

© If 26-year-old Australian Heath 
Ledger wins Best Actor, he would be- 
come its youngest-ever recipient, dis- 
placing the current record-holder 
‘Adrien Brody, who was 29 when he 
‘won in 2003 for “The Pianist.” 

‘elf Britain's Keira Knightley, 20, 
wins Best Actress for “Pride and Preju- 
dice,” she would become the youngest 
ever person to win that award. 

‘©The oldest Best Actress winner 
was Jessica Tandy, for “Driving Miss 


Best Director 


Film and Music. 


Hoffman tops 
Best Actor list 


LOS ANGELES—THREE LEGENDS OF EN- 
tertainment and media are up against a pimp 
and a gay cowboy for the Best Actor Academy 
Award. 


est honors. 


making him the most nominated musi- 
cian in Oscars history with 45 nods. 
‘eTaiwan-bom director Ang Lee, 
51, whose “Brokeback Mountain” 
leads this year’s nominations, received 
12). his first nod for 2000's “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” which was 
nominated for 10 Oscars including 
and Best 
“Crouching Tiger” eventually took 
home four awards, for Art Direction, 
Cinematography, Foreign Language 


A total of 14 of this year’s nomi- 
nees are first-time Academy Award 
nominees, while six have previously 
been on the shortlist for cinema's high- 


‘© Of those six, four ultimately wor 

William Hurt for playing a gay leading 
character in “Kiss Of the Spider Wom- 
an” (1985), Judi Dench for Best Sup- 
porting Actress in 1996's “Shakespeare 
In Love,” Charlize Theron for Best Ac- 


by Hayao Miyazaki, “Tim Burton's 
Corpse Bride” and Nick Park and Steve 
Box's “Wallace and Gromit in the Curse 
ofthe Were-Rabbit.” 

© Animation pioneer Walt Disney 
holds two Oscars records: He won 
more Oscars than any other person (26 
statuettes) and with 59 Oscar nods, he 
retained the title of the most nominat- 
ed person in history. 

Actresses. Meryl Streep and 
Katharine Hepburn are the most nomi- 
nated actors in Oscars history with 12 
nods apiece. 

‘©The person to win the most Os- 
cars for acting was Katharine Hepburn 
again, with four awards for leading ac- 
tress. 

‘In the Best Foreign Language Film 
category, France holds the record for 
the most nominations (34, including 
this year’s Joyeux Noel”), while Italy 
holds the record for the most wins with 
10 statuettes to its credit. AFP 


AIDS Foundatión-party, which features 
an early dinner during=Which gucis 
watch the Oscars telecast, followed by, 
no-holds-barred party. u a, 
But the stars must first attend thg dfi- 
cial Academy of Motion Picture Atts aiid 
Sciences Governor's Ball, throw for the 
| 120-odd nominees and the other guests 
immediately after the ceremony. `” 
The $750 per head do features cuisi 
by chef-to-the-stars Wolfgang Puck. AFP 


Picture. 


cot ee, 


“Capote” star Philip Seymour Hoffman is 


ke Se 


the front-runner for his remarkable embodi- 
ment of Truman Capote, capturing the au- 
thor’s effete egoism and the dark conflicts 
that crippled him emotionally after writing 
the true-crime novel “In Cold Blood.” 

Hoffman faces Joaquin Phoenix (“Walk the 
Line”), David Strathairn (“Good Night, and 
Good Luck”), Terrence Howard (“Hustle & 
Flow”) and Heath Ledger (“Brokeback Moun- 
tain”). 

Ima year of tough-to-predict outcomes in 
the acting categories, Hoffman looks like the 
closest thing to a lock. He won the Golden 
Globe for Best Actor in a Drama and the lead- 
actor. honor at the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards. 

If Capote, who died in 1984, were around 
today, Hoffman said, “He would probably be 
critical because that was his life.. but he 
would also be happy that attention was being 
showered on him again.” David Germain, AP 6": , Best 


LOS ANGELES—HERE ARE THE 
principal feature films vying in the 
78th annual Academy Awards, and 
their nominations. 

“Brokeback Mountain,” 8: Best 
Picture; Actor, Heath Ledger; Sup- 
porting Actor, Jake Gyllenhaal; Sup- 
porting Actress, Michelle Williams; 
Director, Ang Lee; Cinematography; PI 
Original Score; Adapted Screenplay. 

Crash,” 6: Best Picture; Support- 
ing Actor, Matt Dillon; Director, Paul 
Haggis; Film Editing; Original Song; 
Original Screenplay. 

“Good Night, and Good Luck, 
Picture; Actor,” David 


nal Screenplay. 


Sound Mixing 
“Capote,” 


“Munich, 


essen CURESEATS 00 SURESEATE Gt 25°00 


* cLose To You 


Which film got the most 


Strathaim; Director, George Clooney; 
Cinematography; Art Direction; Origi- 


“Memoirs of a Geisha,” 6: Best Art 
Direction; Cinematography; Costume 
Design; Original Score; Sound Editing; 


Best Picture; Actor, 
ip Seymour Hoffman; Supporting 
‘Actress, Catherine Keener; Director, 
Bennett Miller; Adapted Screenplay. 
: Best Picture; Director, 
Steven Spielberg; Film Editing; Origi- 
nal Score; Adapted Screenplay. 

“Walk the Line,” 5: Best Actor, 
Joaquin Phoenix; Best Actress, Reese 


FEARLESS 200.230 


3 FNAL DESTINATION 3 
GuaNTEED SEATS 


nods? 


‘Witherspoon; Costume Design; Film 
Editing; Sound Mixing. 

“Pride and Prejudice,” 4; Best 
Actress, Keira Knightley; Art Direc- 
tion; Costume Design; Original 
Score. 

“The Constant Gardener,” 4: 
Best Supporting Actress, Rachel 
Weisz; Film Editing; Original Score; 


“King Kong, 
tion; Sound Editing; Sound Mixing; 
Visual Effects. 

“The Chronicles of Narnia,” 
“Cinderella Man” and “War of the 
Worlds,” 3 each. AFP 


witherspoon 
Pwona Globe 
“Walk the Line.” „S 
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Customer Service text hofine: 0917 6095900 
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PDI Job Expo 


Ayala's Fab Malls welcome the FAB 5 
March 6 to 7, 2008 


‘March 11, 2006 
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“CLOSE TO You 


now showing exclusively 
at glorietta 4 & greenbelt 3 


United Artiste & Sony Pictures Olassies present 


capote 


NOMINATED FOR 5 ACADEMY AWARDS®, INCLUDING: 
BEST PICTURE 
BEST ACTOR - Philip Seymour Hoffman 
BEST DIRECTOR 


3 pie momma's House? |4 nasaai strRancis: |5 


gorpuan 


MTRCB Rating: Restricted 13 (R-13) vines 


Be among the frat to waist 
(8 PCARIEST AMERICAN MOVIE IN A DECADE 
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Bo n O an SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW 


HOSTFi 
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March 6 (Mon.) & 7 (Tue. 


Ayala Center Cebu + Alabang Town Center 
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QUENTIN TARANTINO 


Ayala Foundation’s Social Development Week 
March 8, 2006 


Woman's Today Summer Picks Event 
‘March 18, 2006 


Ayala Greenbelt’s Chocolate Festival 
February 13 to March 15, 2006 


‘Repertory Philippines presents 
I LOVE:YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE , 
‘at REP's Globe Thieater- March 10.1 12, 2008 
Foringuiriés, pis. call 887-0710 


‘Come & view the 20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHI 
For inguines, please:call 257-7117 $0 21 10:28. 
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* Hates ccna ENTERTAINMEN 
_ Class rather than crass in new sexy movies 


w SOME WEEKS AGO, FORMER CHILD STAR 2 ERAR 2) HOSTEL 
A, Camille Prats surprised her Pannon Poa co ume O MTRER Ras 
out in: herfst se a VIEWFINDER PRIDE AND E DEI. 
"Starstruck finalist Ki lili also went @eresuoice MEMOIRS OF A 
the sexy pictorial route, and isnow being built p e GEISHA 
up asa nyinpbet hy Regal Films. 4 5 anoo ime 
What's going on here? In the past, most 
sexy actresses didn't come from the ranks of Nestor U. Torre 
former child stars and talent search fina- ———————— 
ists. They were “dis- 
covered” “in girlie 2 
clubs, and per- CATCH THE SNEAK PREVIEW OF 
formed accordingly. = 
so brazen—an S 
thespically inept— F SHANG CINEPLEX 
on the movie screen 
that the sexy film 
craze eventually 
overstayed its wel- 
come, and erotic 
flicks no longer click fi. Enstwood City wain 2, Eastwood city 
with viewers today. E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (5) Quezon City 
By the way, this is 
also true interna- 
tionally, where the C" 
Ñ current hits are fam- 687-6963 
ily pictures, action- 
cassaz 


HOSTEL 
me 


Fora New York cop and hf x ? > 4 ` 7 a dindtiitinment y 
the distance betwen fi. A ‘ A 3 SHOWIN GS 


and desh ut ot verso. | k 4 Z F Spise J FEARLESS 


MOS DEF DAWID) : i ; 4 ‘PROMENADE : 


IN THEATERS 
MARCH 8 


eae 


QUENTIN TARANTINO 


WITH THE SPEI 
PARTICIPATION OF 


HUSTOPHER 
DE LEON «IN THEATERS MARCH 8 
3 [AMi dE | FOR GENERAL AUDIENCE 


SHE HAS THREE WEEKS TO LIVE... 
THE REST OF HER LIFE 


Distributed by [| M” COLUMBIA PICTURES 


XS 


POUDAY as 


Ky 
Se : 


l CINE 
EPI QUIZON PAOLO CONTIS RICO BLANGO x: 
ANGEL AQUINO RITA AVILA JULIA CLARETE RICKY DAVAO TANYA GARCIA MARK GIL 
RHEASOL HIBALLES RIO LOCSIN MICHAEL DE MESA KARL ROY 


WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY GABBY FERNANDEZ 
a Unico Entertainment Release MTRCB RATING PG 13 


š 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDUL ESPRICES ARE SIIEJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE, 
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‘Sneak Preview 
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METRO EAST. 


1 CLOSE TO YOU 
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5 MURDER 
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Perfect Gift 
Al Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town.. 
Got Special discounts be weiume parhasest gee 


J tomateteganienrisedrons phann cst aati Sanas Dapatan at 6-755 lo ess MoS 


(045992248 
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2 FIREWALL 
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Class rather than crass in new sexy movies 


GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATION 
BEST MOTION PICTURE 


MUSICAL OR COMED 


BEST ACTRESS 


KEIRA KNIGHTLEY 


Sometimes the last person 
Dn -earth you want to be with is 
ihe one person you can't be without. 


KEIRA KNIGHTLEY 


PRIDECSPREJUDICE 


MATTHEW MACFADYEN BRENDA BIITHYN DONALD SUTHERLAND AND JUDI DENCH 
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Movie Theatres of tbe New Milenium 
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cuoseTo vou 
sam BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE? 
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nasaan si FRANCIS 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Galanin) tel (049) 545.7383 


QNEMg 

e2 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati 
Weternat Caster, China aces Ane. cst. 


Aston Asai Pa del Piar, Makati City 
TWI 8164214/8164216 
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UNDERWORLD? 

Lianas Cinema 
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FEARLESS 

THE FRUITS SWELLING 
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From page A2-3 


adventure movies, 
animated features, 
inspiring dramas 
and zany comedies. 

So, why are 
Camille and Katri- 
na's handlers updat- 
ing their image to in- 
clude sexy perfor- 
_mances? It must be 


“because theyè. feel 


that local viewers 
» canali} get excited 
by heW boldjes—as 
„3long as they aren't 
“cheap.” “t 

This formula 
worked. years=ago, 
when the “decent” 
likes of Dina Bon- 
nevie and Assunta 
de Rossi went the 
sexy route. But, will 
it click with viewers 
today? That would 
depend a lot on the 
quality of the 
launching projects’ 
scripting and direc- 
tion. 

Whats clear is 
that tacky sex flicks 
starring bodies 
rather than actress- 
es have definitely 
had their day. So, we 
trust that new sexy 
movies go for class 
rather than crass. 


Feedback 

FROM Anna T. Ig- 
nacio of Makati 
City: "Iwas listening 
to the radio the oth- 
er day, and 1 was 
shocked to hear the 
announcer cracking 
sexy jokes that were 
really below the 
belt. This should be 
ano-noon radio, be- 
cause it's a medium 
that’s open to every- 
body within earshot, 
including many chil- 
dren. 

“Managers of ra- 
dio stations should 
monitor their an- 
nouncers more 
closely, to make sure 
that young listeners’ 
vulnerable sensibili- 
ties are_ respected. 
All too often, in their 
desire to be ‘enter- 
taining,’ announcers 
forget that not ev- 
eryone listening to 
them is an adult. 

“Even with adults, 
there are some jokes 
or remarks that are 
too risque for- the 
broadcast medium, 
especially during 
the daytime, so dis- 
cretion is also re- 
quired.” 


‘16 Blocks’ 

BRUCE Willis 
topbills the new cop 
drama, "16 Blocks,” 
which’ opens in 
Manila later this 
month. He plays a 
veteran detective 
who unsuccessfully 
struggles with de- 
pression, until he is 
assigned to escort a 
petty criminal (Mos 
Def) 16 blocks from 
lockup to the court- 
house to testify be- 
fore a grand jury. 

He saves the crim- 
inal’ life several 
times. 

In truth however, 
it’s Mos Def's-char- 
acter ‘who restores 
the cop's physical 
and emotional well 
being. Richard 
Donner directs. 


‘Live to Worship’ 
PRAISE Inc. has 
come out with “Live 
to Worship," a 28- 
track,  double-CD 
compilation of 
Christian Contem- 
porary Music, avail- 
able at House of 
Praise outlets. 

Cuts include 
Reuben Morgan's 
“World ‘Through 
Your Eyes,” “Rain 
Down” by Delirious. 
Matt Redman’s 
“Praise Awaits You,” 
‘Tim Hughes’ “You,” 
and The Newsboys’ 
“Presence (My 
Heart's Desire).” 
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Legal sig ‘parr inode hee the gneak 
now on QTY Mawr since it affeots every person's $ 
STARTING today Sat orn $- Me, rom birth to deatn, and not ev- p reviews 
hosted by lawyer Jol Alonsp, willbe. 2rVoHe can pay for precious legal 

telecast ftoirrits new home; TV Chi; advice. 


11, Mondays through Fridays, 545: 4 atest from Brad Robinsons Movieworld 


Tam. = ff 
Featured vignettes will Gontinueto LOS ANGELES—Brad Pitt will pro- QUENTIN TARANTINO ~ es galleria / ermita / metro. east/ imus| 

tackle one legal issue per day. duce and possibly star in a fim of 3 BS ciatichen' pioneer? sia ia 
‘Nonso, also known as Atty. Joji, Mary Doria Russell's science-fic- HOS ne 
says she hopes public supportfor tion novel “The Sparrow,” about a Sati) dasmarifias / angeles / starmills 
theprogram,contnuesto eduoate  Jasuit priest visting an alien cut FER wen 
Filipinos about their rights and re- ture on another planet, Variety re- ` 
sponsibilities, keep them abreast of ported Fr = mā rch 
the latest changes in the law,and Warner Brothers has bought the 
arm them against potential abusers. film rights to the book from Univer- HAUR Pree! ina 
“Legal Forum’ first aired on Nov. 16, Sal, putting production in the hands BARH 
1992 of Pitt's Pian B and Industry Enter- mtrcb rating: Re18 
Asked why she has notexpanded _tainment. A 
the show to atull hour, Alonso said Pitt, 42, created Plan B together 

m the vignette formatis perfect for with his then-wife actress Jennifer 
“leaming a law each day.” Aniston, who gave up her owner- 


a She believes “Legal Forum” has sur- ` ship in the company after their 3 peer 
aze 2008 divorce are cumbia PICTURES 


POWER PLANT 2ND WEEK 


glazed SEEPS THE #1 MOVIE IN MANILA! 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit y praca MEMOIRS OF 


ron 
once Peeters Can YOu 
“NASAAN SI FRANCIS?” BRIMS WITH ENER- 


gy and experimentation when it comes to vi- eee Pane A Predict 
suals, but if you're expecting something really FEARLESS HOUSE 2 EN 


substantial or a story with lasting impact, | «25 5.592025 e 1245. Yo 
ig impact, | 4:35,3:50,6:08.8:20,1030 or 245 5415, 
you're better off watching something else, | 9555080982010: ‘See 738,108 


‘The comedy that centers on the ill-fated menene et a e aE peana GTI oe 4 
junde Francis (Epy Quizon) and his former LSE eee eae eee Own 


‘band mates Boy (Paolo Contis) and Sonny D h? 
(Rico Blanco), boasts a east that — E ABN aiii EREA eat 
includes Christopher de Leon, OPENS ON WEDNESDAY 
menare 

and Rita Avila. There’s 


an obvious collective en- REVIEW A y When? 


thusiasm in that stellar “COMEDY x 
gathering, but it may as 4 
well have been a pro dome seg Where? 
longed local TV sitcom. THE 

When the stoned title character croaks maw Peg How? 
barely 20 minutes into the movie, Boy and AND oes is 
Sonny decide to steal Francis’ unsold Ecstacy DTUAR 
pills hidden in his home, rene ‘under the noses THE 7 . 
of his bickering brother and sister (Davao and y b 
Avila). Boy and Sonny try to pull off a “Week- PEACE. Find Out.. 
end at Bernie's” conceit, making Francis ap- 
pear alive but high, drunk, or asleep to every- 
one else. And as most of them are used to see- 
ing the guy dazed or unconscious, they're all 
fooled into believing just that. 


Stretched 

‘That premise is stretched until—and a bit 
after—the climax. What pops out is a collage 
of new parodies from De Leon as a drug deal- 
er who accidentally gets high and dances to 
electronica in a convenience store; and from 
Rio Locsin, who plays a vicious, platinum 
blonde-wigged pimp. Its great seeing them 
do new stuff for a change, and as extra-hyper 
characters that are ultimately transparent 


plat devices, they're quite good. MTECE > R13 ee ee | 
What the story lacks in heart is made up for . 
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shows potential to be 
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an eye for out-there Y N 


TL A TRAGEDY-HAUNTED HOUSE ON THE 
age CLIFFS OF WALES AND A SMALL TOWN 
could have been SECRET HISTORY 
tweaked to be more 
involving and believ- in an attempt to pull her family together, 


able, though. It ‘New Yorker Adele Tullian travels with her 
wasn't established daughter Sarah'to Anglesey, Wales in the 


that Francis’ house U.K-to visit her contractor father - James 
has thick, sound- 


proofed walls that an S TURES. 2/32 
assortment of loud 3 AE mhe moming after they arrive, Sarah 
characters can go un- £ mysteriously vanishes. While the parents 
fetes ERE desperately -search for Sarah, a guil 
FE ridden Adele is haunted by visions of her 

Blast daughter as though she is trapped some- 

“Nasaan si Fran- where inside the haunted house. Adele 
pareina soon learns of an ancient local legend of a 
capes for biel ‘place called The Dark - an ethereal land 
glimpses of the'very ERT \ JOf thie dead - and she becomes convinced 
CMe LEDGER MITTLER that Sarah is communicating to her from 
oe on oc S The Dark 
despite lacking y Not long after Sarah disappears, Adele 
depth, the off-kilter and James find themselves involved with 
nance ot Joan a girl who not only bears a striking 
because they're so ef- : resemblance to their missing daughter, 
fectively nonsensi- i 3 THB but reveals that she has retuned fromthe 
eal. Rock musician 3 5 j - dead to inform them on how to get Sarah 
Kanmi der ka 3 back. They: must follow the rule: ‘one of 
semi-narcoleptic ` the living, for one of the dead. The living 
stoner dude is simi- \ ; must be sacrificed so that the dead can 
larly funny. If only, 3 


retum. Townsfolk suspect that the 
the same can be sald Tullians are succumbing to the legacy of 
about Blanco's zodi 


ac-obsessed geek Shas UR ROW COU A m scl ASEH a madness and murder that overwhelmed 


sidekick. But i's pret- bapa the house's previous tenants. 
ty clear that the cast ou i") « p i 
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SWAY, top row, between Al buddies Elliott Yamin, loft, and Taylor 
Hicks on his last night on the show. 
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By Kathryn Fatima Reyes m 
THE DAY AFTER FIL-AM JOSE “SWAY” PE- 
nala got voted out of "American Idol,” INquIR- 
ER Entertainment hooked up with him by 
phone. 

‘The voice on’the other end of the line was 
that of a very positive and a very graceful 
“dropout.” 

“Tm very happy to make you all proud. Its 
just too bad I couldn't stay longer so T can make 
‘you proudes,” Sway said by way of thanking all 
Filipinos for their support. 

Despite getting eliminated on Thursday (Fri- 
day in Manila), Sway said, he felt lucky that he 
got to be a part of this year’s ‘American Idol,” 
the No. 1 reality talent search show in the Unit- 
ed States right now. 


Doors opened 

“When I joined, I had nothing to lose and ev- 
erything to gain,” said the 28-year-old who was 
bom here in the Philippines and migrated to 
the US in 1989. “It may be the end of the road 
for me on ‘Idol’ but it definitely opened a lot 
‘more windows for me—doors, even.” 

He will surely miss “school,” though, Sway 
said, referring to the stressful day-to-day re- 
hearsals on Al. And certainly, he will miss his 
“school buddies” fellow Al contestants Elliott 
Yamin and Taylor Hicks, with whom he said he 
means to keep in touch. 

‘Sway, who noted that choosing the right 
song to do on the show was practically as im- 
portant as having talent, sang Stevie Wonder's 
“Overjoyed” during the male performance 
night on Wednesday. He failed to impress the 
judges. 

Judge Simon Cowell.wamed him that if he 
carried on that way, he wouldn't make it to the 
grand finals. Indeed, Sway got the second low- 
est number of votes that night. 

*I chose that song because it’s something that 
people can relate to,” he explained. “But when 
you pick a song, you have to own it, sell it, be 
comfortable with it.I think that was lacking in 
my performance this week.” 

Last week, the first Filipino male on Al was 
one of the recipients of Randy’s trademark 
compliment, “We got a hot one tonight!” The 
same judge expressed disbelief when he saw 
Sway in the bottom three. 


About talent 

Being the only Asian in the contest this sea- 
son, Sway said it was proof enough of Pinoy tal- 
ent that Jasmine Trias made it big on AI two 
years ago. 

“if you're talented, you're talented,” Sway in- 
sisted. “It's not about color or race.” 

‘While on the subject, we asked if it ever both- 
ered him that his fellow male contestants were 
taller and better-looking. Sway’s confident re- 
ply: “I believe I made it to the top 24 because I 
had something to offer. Everyone (in the con- 
test] is unique in their own way.” 

‘Asked how Filipino he has remained, Sway 
said, “Oh, I'm very Filipino!" He speaks Taga- 
log, he was proud to say, “Pero konti lang.” Giv- 
en the chance, he said, he would definitely like 
to build a music career in the Philippines. 

‘Told that he has, in fact, gained quite a local 
following since making it big on Al, he ex- 
claimed, “Really? Wow! That's great!” 

“Now that you've told me, I just might go 
back there soon to meet all of them.” 
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Paula Abdul 
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passing through 
a security 
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luggage to be 
screened when 
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Unpaid taxes delay sale of RPN- 


By Michelle V, Remo 


THE PRIVATIZATION 
of RPN-9 will not push its workforce. 


through as scheduled , Finance Undersecretary 
b t tered SPriel Singson Jt, who moni- 
ecause the sequestered tors the privatization program, 

television station still said the financial adviser on the 
3 sale of RPN-9 recommended that 

has to settle back taxes the govemment postpone the 
with the Bureau of Inter- sale until after the TV station's 

obligations has been settled. 

nal Revenue and ad- °% (sale) will not happen this 
dress issues concerning quarter. These issues need to be 


Deferment also affects privatization of IBC-13 imie xeso i 


owed, but said advances were 


f made to partially finance its oper- 
resolved first before we bid it tion before officials of the Privati- ees when the privatization push- men A 


out,” Singson told reporters. zation Council last month, priva- es through. This would avoid pos- 

He coat chat from the original tization adviser CLSA Exchange sible labor issues that a denne or er ae oe 

plan of selling RPN-9 within the Capital Inc. said the government courage potential investors, RPN-9, but sad the government 

Fist quarter ofthe year, the priva- might not find a good deal with Singson quoted the financial ad- intended to settle all liabilities of 

tization would have to be moved any potential investor if RPN-9 viser assaying. the broadcasting firm before it 

aa indefinite date. But he said remained burdened with unpaid  RPN-9 also has debts with the would start the search for bid- 

the government was hoping the taxes. Privatization Management Office ders. 

Sale could sull be undertaken be-  CLSAadded that RPN-9should that ithasto settle before the gov- The postponement of the sale 

fore the year ends. have a definite plan as to what ernment could begin efforts to of RPN-9 means the plan to priva- 
Singson said thatina presenta- should be done with its employ- privatize the television firm, UNPAID BG 


Nestle seeks | 
gov't help vs 
counterfeiting 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Earning P30,000 by age 10. 


NESTLÉ PHILIPPINES INC. HAS SOUGHT THE 
help of the government in its efforts to curb the 
proliferation of counterfeit products using its 
brands. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Elmer C. Hernandez 
said Nestlé officials have complained of hav- 
ing found evidence that generic food products 
were being repacked and sold using the 


brands of similar Nestlé products Hans 
randsofsimieNesigpreducs s ey Made first million* by 24. 


address this matter,” Hernandez said. “The DTI 
is ready to help following its mandate to pro- 

tect consumers from unscrupulous practices.” 
‘The official said Nestlé officials were less 
concerned about the fake products eating into 
their market than protecting its brands like Mi- 
lo chocolate drink, Nescafé instant coffee, Cof- 

feemate coffee creamer and Bear Brand milk. 
“The counterfeit products, which were de- 
NESTLE/B6 
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Profit-taking seen 
PROFIT-TAKING IS EXPECTED THIS WEEK 
AFter last week's rally, AB Capital Securities 
said in a weekly report. 

it said in a note to cients that the market 
remained bullish in the medium to tong term. 
but while the state of emergency had been lift- 
ad, the market til has to contend with the lin- 
gering worries about political instability. 

Itadded that investors would keep a close 
watch on the release of January fiscal data 
this weak. 

“(There is (also) very little markat-moving 
corporate news, with most of the major com- 
panies already finished reporting their 2005 
Tesults. One important data due (this) week 
that could be a potential catalyst is the Jan- 
uary fiscal deficit report," AB Capital wrote. 

Last week's Marines standoff in Fort Boni- 
taclo provided an opportunity for bargain 
hunters to come in. 

But with the lifting of the state of emergency 
last Friday, the composite index climbed 65 
points over the previous weok to close at 2,130. 

‘AB Capital sald fears of instability ware tak- 


en as an opportunity to buy Into blue chips, Total Premium Guaranteed Cash Payout 
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‘announcement of record earnings also drove 
up market sentiment last week 
PLDT reported that earnings In 2006 rose 
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P11B worth 
of projects 
get incentives 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTMENTS APPROVED BY 
Department of Trade and Indus- 
ny rose by 2.3 percent in the first 
two months of 2006 to P11 bil- 
lion. 

Trade officials said the im- 
provement, which was relatively 
unexpected at the start of the 
year, was due mainly to capital in- 
fusion from Chinese and Ameri- 
can firms. 

‘Trade Undersecretary and BOL 


managing head Elmer C. Hernan- 
dez said investors were generally 
slow to commit projects early in 
the year since they were still 
studying their options. 

‘The biggest projects committed 
in terms of cost were China Ocea- 
nis Philippines Inc.'s P1.08-billion 
theme park venture and Ford 
Philippine Components Assembly 
Cos P670-million flexible-fuel 
engine production program. 

‘Other major projects that quali- 

PLIBWORTH/BS 


X2 Mall Show * March 2 - 8, 2006 


highest lamplife length of any projector 
market), you get more time to do the 


J: «you dovbest with-more to spare! 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 
Twenty percent for truth? 


TWAS DEEPLY DISTURBED LAST WEEK AFTER 
catching a short interview on TV with a well- 
known and often-quoted stock market expert, a 
personal friend no less, as he commented on the 
effects of the current national situation on the 
equities market. He lamented how our economy 
is being undermined by the actuations of people 
who are hungry for power. He then opined that 
perhaps, politicians should be devoting 80 per- 
cent of their attention to getting the economy 
forward, and only 20 percent to the search for 
truth and other advocacies. 


Misplaced priorities 

Lwas moved to immediately react and ac- 
tually respond by promptly sending a text 
message directly to the interviewee, my ana- 
lyst friend. My message to him was: "Tm sorry 
Til have to disagree with your priorities, rele- 
gating only 20 percent to the search for truth. 
T would not dismiss the search for truth and 
accountability as mere hunger for power. An 
economy not built on truth cannot be sustain- 
able. Even as an economist myself, I do not 


d Atrium, Bldg. egamall 


Ecler coe mara TEA, 


1700 ANSI Lumens, 
+ Tp Guneration BLP 


+14 ppm + 600 x 600 dpi 15,000 duty cycle per month 


Focheslogy 


* For every purchase of infocus X2, available ot the infocus X2 Roadshow: "4000 Lemp Noore 


SM Megamall Atrium + Promo Period is March 2- 10,2006. 


InFocus 


The Big Picture” 
For more info, please cali 7230601 or email inquire@ati.com.ph 


Exclusive Distributor ond Ser 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


consider the economy to be the be-all and 
end-all of our nationhood. I respect your right 
to your own opinion, but I am moved to re- 
act.” 

To be fair, he later explained that his inter- 
view had been edited to the point that his 
message came out quite differently from what 
he had intended. 

Nonetheless, his edited sound bites seemed 
to illustrate what | believe to be the sad state 
of the sense of values of too many Filipinos 
nowadays—including and especially those in 
positions of power, whether political or eco- 
nomic. Ihave gotten tired of hearing that end- 
less mantra that in the face of our current po- 
litical crisis, we need to protect the economy 
and its “stability” or even "impending take- 
off” at all costs. But does “at all costs” mean 
even at the expense of truth, justice and righ- 
teousness? To my mind, such sentiments that 
depreciate more fundamental values spell 
what has been ailing our nation all these 
years. 


More basic values 

As I told my friend, I would not consider 
the economy to be the be-all and end-all of 
our nationhood. As an economist myself, 1 of- 
ten lament how some colleagues in the pro- 
fession come across as if the economy was ev- 
erything, and as if we economists had all the 
answers to the world’s problems. I submit that 
‘economic well-being is only one of six dimen- 
sions of human welfare, the others being the 
social, environmental, political, cultural and 
spiritual dimensions. As such, we economists 
can only claim to have about one-sixth of the 
answers. 

True, economic well-being often makes its 
possible, or at least easier, to attain welfare in 
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many things that money can buy. But truth 
and righteousness are certainly not among 
them. As for justice ... well, even that has sad- 
ly become a commodity that can be bought or 
sold in this country as well. 


Prerequisites 

T would argue, in fact, that it's the other 
way around: truth and righteousness can buy 
(Le, are prerequisites for) lasting well-being, 
including lasting economic welfare. Without 
these basic elements, any economic improve- 
ment we achieve would be illusory, fleeting 
and transitory. As I told my friend, an econo- 
my not built on a foundation of truth cannot 
be sustainable. In the absence of truth and 
wide respect for it, the economy stands on 
shaky ground, or as some have put it, a social 
volcano. 

This should not be hard to realize, but is a 
lesson many people seemingly have yet to 
take to heart. For an economy to flourish and 
stay that way, contracts must be enforced and 
respected. Transactions must be transparent. 
Access to information must be equitable. Ini- 
tiative must be properly rewarded. Rent-seek- 
ing must give way to fair competition. Capital- 
must go to its most productive uses, not di- 
verted to favored firms or industries. Taxes 
must be faithfully paid and collected. And so 
on. Witness how in the past, erstwhile vigor- 
ous economies ultimately collapsed for lack of 
these: Argentina in 2002, the East Asian 
economies in 1997-98, and Mexico in the ear- 
1y'90s are but a few examples. 


Hungry for power? 

Hence, I would not dismiss outright the ef- 
forts of those who seek to assert truth and ac- 
countability in our current crisis as mere 
machinations of people hungry for power. If 
there is anyone hungry for power, I say it must 
be those who stubbornly cling to it despite a 
manifest lack of credibility or even legitimacy. 
True, among those now clamoring for the 
truth are personalities most perceive as politi- 
cal villains of discredited dispensations or 

d ideologies. But no one has a monopoly 
on good intentions. 1 would reserve passing 
judgment on anyone 
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Joining the fight for 
truth and account- 
ability regardless of 
political color, when 
as the age-old saying 
goes, the truth shall 
set us free. If there is 
one thing that could 
unite us Filipinos, 
and indeed all of hu- 
manity, it is the com- 
mon quest for this 
freedom that ulti- 
mately rests on truth. 

‘As Nobel Laureate 
Amartya Sen argues, 
itis this freedom built 
on truth and fairness 
that can be the only 
basis for building a 
durable healthy econ- 
omy, and achieving a 
development that is 
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truly sustainable. We 
should not stop at 
anything less. 

Comments wel- 
come at chabito@ate- 
neo.edu 
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how to make your plans come alive. Learn how 
to "manage your boss" while eliciting peak 
performance from your people. See problems as 
opportunities and develop the skills critical to 
any leader's success. 


Know what you need in order to lead. 


This seminar is for Supervisors and Managers who 
wish to know about the 10 most common and 
serlous challenges being faced by leaders in 
‘organizations and the sirategies to address them. 
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What discourages one subordinate might 


be another's motivation. 
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True Account Management goes beyond 


just taking notes, taking orders, and 
bringing your clients on a night out. 


Leam the basics of situational leadership and get 
your people to work for the organization's benefit. 
Acquire a deeper understanding of personal 
development levels and develop o plan to 
Improve performance. Learn to recognize 
performance problems and practice the steps in 
dealing with them. Match varlous leadership styles 
to different situations to bring out the best in 
everyone. 


Influence people to achieve your goals 
and perform at their best. 


This seminar is for Supervisors and Managers who 
wan! to leam to adapt their leadership styles to the 


varying competency and commitment levels of their 


people to get the best performance from them. 
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Acquire a more proactive approach by 
identifying core accounts and implementing 
strategies to increase revenue. Recognize new 
selling opportunities and develop a stronger 
business relationship with your clients by 
becoming consultants and contributors to their 
business objectives. Leam how to make the most 
out of your accounts. 


Don't just wait for things to happen, 
make it so. 
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Tetangco’s big test 


THANKS TO THE FAILED COUP AND the 
"1017" shock, Amando Tetangco Jr's regula. 
tory knees have been momentarily spared 
from their first big test. 

‘A congressional inquiry packaged by Mala- 
cañang’s rent-seeking allies on behalf of an ail- 
ing savings bank had been temporarily shelved. 

"The House inquiry would ostensibly exam- 
ine the tough line taken by Philippine Deposit 
Insurance Corp. against bailing out troubled 
banks, 

But, according to the grapevine, the hearing 
is simply to put the congressional squeeze on 
PDIC president Ricardo Tan agreeing to pump 
in about P3 billion in Juan dela Cruz's money 
to recapitalize the troubled bank. 

Even with the putative political squeeze, Tan 
already has a get-out-of trouble pass, and this is 
where Tetangco, the new Bangko Sentral gover- 
nor, comes in. Before doling out any assistance, 
PDIC must have a Bangko Sentral declaration 
about the troubled banlk’s finances. 

Despite the Bangko Sentral’s findings that 
the troubled savings bank was close to insol- 
vency as early as 2004, the regulatory decla- 
ration has been put off, and the ailing bank 
still managed to Keep afloat. 

How? The pre-Tetangeo Bangko Sentral 
persuaded a newly rehabilitated quasi-state 
bank to take over the troubled bank's opera- 
tions, but with the understanding that a PDIC 
bailout scheme was in place to protect the 
bigger bank from any fallout. 

‘According to the grapevine, the bigger 


Profit-taking seen 


gain in service revenues to P121 billion. This was 

driven by the 8-percent growth in service rev- 

enues of mobile carrier Smart Communications. 
“We expect PLDT’s earnings to be muted this 


COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


bank, to protect itself should the promise 
PDIC assistance fail to push through, required 
the ailing bank’s shareholders to put their 
necks and personal finances on the line in ex- 
change for the lifeline. To which the board of 
the ailing savings bank, despite or probably 
because of their Gloria and Mike Arroyo con- 
nections, did, against their better judgment. 

Nearly two years have since passed, and, 
woe, the promised PDIC assistance still has not 
materialized. But with the bigger bank now 

ling the earnings drag and regulatory com- 
plications of their behest bailout, from whose 
pockets do you think that P3 billion would 
eventually be picked from? 


iBank dodges Metrobank 
INTERNATIONAL Exchange Bank has man- 
aged to dodge off Metrobank from acquiring a 
board seat in iBank. That, in essence, is the 
import of last week's announcement from 
Philrealty withdrawing its appeal questioning 
the rehabilitation court’ ruling abaut the list- 
ed property company’s P1.86 billion in obliga- 
tions to Metrobank. 

In addition to various properties, Philrealty 


FrompageB! 


‘year given their guidance on selected financial 
items. While revenues are expected to grow 
marginally from added contributions of data 
services (both landline and wireless), acceler- 


had pledged its 8-percent stake, good for one 
board seat, in iBank in exchange for the 
Metrobank loan. With Philrealty no longer 
questioning the court decision, Metrobank 
would now obtain various Philrealty proper- 
ties to settle some P1.14 billion in obligation. 

“The manageable balance would be payable 
in installment up to 15 years, still collateral- 
ized by the iBank shares, whose value, inci- 
dentally, is now at a premium from the previ- 
ous severe discount Metrobank was valuing 
the block prior to iBank’ listing, 


Money-go-round 
© MIKE ARROYO golf mate Vivian Yucheng- 
co is running for chair of the Philippine Stock 
Exchange. Her love-hate stockbroker col- 
league, Robert Coyiuto Jr, would likely sup- 
port her, provided Yuchengco also root for 
former Supreme Court Justice Jose Vitug's 
own board candidacy. 

© VOLKSWAGEN is shopping around for a 
new authorized importer/distributor to replace its 
troubled, and troublesome, local representative. 

© YAHOO! Philippine users had problems 
e-mailing and receiving messages over the 
weekend because of an engineering upgrade 
for the popular Web portal 


Heard through the grapevine 
MALACANANG has agreed to reappoint PDIC 
president Ricardo Tan to another three-year term. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


ated depreciation expenses stemming from the 
gradual shift to its Next Generation Network 
(NGN) will partially offset this growth,” AB 
Capital said. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


RCBC eyes new’ 
foreign partner 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE YUCHENGCOS' RIZAL COM- 
mercial Banking Corp. is scouting 
for a new foreign strategic partner 
to help it raise at least P5 billion in 
fresh capital and fill the void in 
case Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi 
UFJ unloads its 17-percent stake. 

RCBC vice chair Cesar Virata 
told reporters that the bank 
would like to shore up its core 
capital to hurdle the stiffer capital 
requirements under the Interna- 
tional Accounting Standards and 
Basle 2 framework and that the 
entry of a strategic foreign part- 
ner could be the key. 

‘The other remaining option 
would be to issue new shares but 
the Yuchengeo group, which al- 
ready owns 60 percent of the bank, 
‘could not raise its stake nor buy the 
Japanese bank out of RCBC. 

“We will be exceeding our lim- 
it. Under the approval of the BSP 
(Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas), 
the entire Yuchengco group can 
invest only up to 60 percent,” Vi- 
rata noted. 

He said a new foreign strategic 
partner could take up the 17-percent 
stake held by Bank of Tolyo-Mit- 
subishi UFJ—if and when the newly 


merged Japanese bank would dè- 
cide to let go of its stake to rational- 
izeits Philippine operations. 

‘The Yuchengco group is even 
willing to dilute its stake down to 
51 percent. 

UFJ has long been a strategit 
partner in RCBC, but with its ret 
cent merger with anotlier 
Japanese lender, Bank of Tokyo: 
Mitsubishi which has a full 
branch in the Philippines, Virata 
acknowledged that a sellout was 
a possibility. 

“Bank of Tokyo has a branch 
here, therefore UFJ is withdraw: 
ing its officers because they can't 
stay with us. Now, the merged 
‘company must have a unified po- 
sition in the country.” he said, 

Aside from RCBC, UFJ likewise 
owns a minority stake in 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. 

“We are discussing with several 
parties to take over (the Japanese 
stake) or make a strategic invest- 
ment in RCBC,” Virata said, 

“Our priority is to get a strate- 
gic investor because in our expe- 
rience with our Japanese in- 
vestor, it improved so much our 
Japanese and Korean clientele, so 
if we get an investor from another 
country, it will help,” he said. 
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Filinvest allocates 
P1.2B for projects 
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[Pre erred È By Abigail L. Ho 
1 ger een FILINVEST Development Corp. has ear- 


bem ME ninan A marked P1.2 billion this year to build condo- 
minium buildings within the Filinvest Corpo- 
E RE RSS] | rate iy in Alabang, 

SaS [E Maem FDC president Josephine Gotianun-Yap said 
that in addition to the four residential and 
racpatepedtind | oa | small-office-home-office (SoHo) buildings 

that it recently launched, another four similar 

mancand | ussiass | ussiam | | buildings were being put up within the area. 
1 ‘These new buildings, she said, would have 
SSohinsectinagenimm | at least 12 storeys, with some teaching be- 
SINGAPORE ssa | Sond 20 floors, and an average foor area of 


í 1,000 square meters. 
INTERNATIONAL DENTAL = w y Apart from ie residential and SoHo con- 
lominium buildings, she said the real estate 
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stems males & detatesevey | Green, had already opened within the Filin- 
5 minutes vest Corporate City. Its second phase should 
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IC to raise capital 
requirements for 
insurance firms 


Shift to stricter accounting rules 
prompts hike in fundamentals 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE INSURANCE 
Commission will jack 
up the minimum capi- 
talization requirement 
for all new insurance 
players to boost the 
fundamentals of the 
risk-taking industry, in 
line with stricter ac- 
counting rules. 

Insurance Com- 
missioner Evangeline 
Escobillo said the in- 
crease in minimum 
capital would in- 
clude life and non- 
life businesses. 

Insurance — firms 
have until the end of 
the month to comply. 

“There are already 
so many players in the 
market," Escobillo said 
in an interview. “1 ini- 
tially thought of [im- 
posing) a moratorium 
on the issuance of li- 
censes. But I realized: 
Why not just increase 
the required capital? 

“IF there's a (dor- 
mant) company that 
needs to be revived, 

will also be subje 
ed to the same re- 
quirement.” 

Escobillo said she 
was looking at three 
possible minimum 
capitalization bench- 
marks for startup 
surers—P300 mil- 
lion, P400 million or 
P500 million. 

‘At present, the min- 
imum capital for a 
nonife insurer is P50 
million. For a life insur- 
en itis P100 million. 

"| imagine that a 
new [insurer] will 
have to build up its 
marketing and distri- 


San Miguel 
consolidates 
overseas units 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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bution channels, make 
a lot of investments 
and, with the new [In- 
temational Account- 
ing Standards}, those 
initial costs may no 
longer be adequate,” 
the IC chief said. 

Unlike the banking 
sector, which has 
adopted the TAS sys- 
tem for its 2005 finan- 
cial reporting, the in- 
surance sector's shift to 
the new accounting 
rules has been de- 
ferred for another year: 

The new require- 
ments will be imple- 
mented to make sure 
that only strong play- 
ers are able to set up 
an insurance business 
in the Philippines. 

“Theres a study 
we're now doing to 
determine what will 
be the required capital 
to assure the viability 
of new companies 
over the next five to 
ten years,” she said 

Escobillo said it was 
important to align the 
minimum capital for 
non-life insurance with 
that for life insurance. 

“In fact, non-life is 
riskier” Escobillo 
said. “They say they 
reinsure their risks, 
but then monitoring 
is difficult.” 

The rationale for 
having a lower capital 
requirement for non- 
life insurers in the past 
was that risks were 
supposedly trans- 
ferred through rein- 
surance. But she said 
no company should re- 
lyon reinsurers alone. 

“There's one com- 
pany which wouldn't 


pay because its rein- 
surance company 
wouldn't pay .:. that’s 
ridiculous,” she said 
“if youre the principal 
writing company, and 
ifyou have a defective 
reinsurer, can you tell 
your client I can't pay 
you because my rein- 
surer will not pay?” 
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| 
SAN MIGUEL CORP HAS CONSOLIDATED ITS | 
key food and beverage businesses overseas under 
Australian unit National Foods Ld, as it attempts 
to expand its foothold in the intemational market. 

SMC chief finance officer Ferdinand Con- 
stantino told investors in a briefing last Friday 
that National Foods now had under its um- 
brella Australian juice maker Berri Ltd., 
Malaysian ice cream brand King’s Creameries, 
four packaging firms also in Malaysia and a 
minority stake in Del Monte Pacific Ltd. 

Constantino said the combined National 
Foods would bring San Miguel to new mar- 
kets in China, Indonesia, Hong Kong,Viet- 
nam, Australia, Thailand, Malaysia, Singa- 
pore, and possibly India. 

With National Foods now in its fold, SMC be- 
comes less dependent on the Philippine market. 
Overseas operations and exports will account 
for 35 percent of the group's revenues or more 
than double the 17 percent a year ago. 

Constantino also said that the integration 
of Berri into National Foods would enable San 
Miguel to generate more than A$50 million in 
annual savings, which would be realized 
through the consolidation of the sales and 
marketing functions, Savings will also be de- 
rived from the rationalization of manufactur- 
ing, logistics and office facilities, he added. 

SMC is also planning to double National 
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Foods’ exports to Asia in the next few years and 
drive future growth through more acquisitions. 
~ In 2005, the revenue contribution of the com- 
bined National Foods to SMC hit A$1.19 billion 
with an operating income of A$105.6 million. 

SMC earlier reported that its net income grew 
3 percent to P9.15 billion in 2005. Also, domes- 
tic beer revenue grew 10 percent to P40.5 bil- 
lion, reflecting a price increase in February. Sales 
volume declined 2 percent to 170 million cases 
because of soft consumer demand. 

Despite the increase in excise taxes, operat- 
ing income for domestic beer grew 13 percent 
to P8.31 billion, This was attributed to effec- 
tive cost management efforts, 

International beer revenue also grew 8 per- 
cent to $283.7 million with growth coming 
largely from Indonesia and Australia. 

Hard liquor unit Ginebra San Miguel post- 
ed a 20-percent decline in revenue to P10.5 
billion, while operating income contracted 64 
percent to P906 million. 


FREE vacation for one for three days at salocied destnations* of your choice with purchase 
of any of he following HP Proliant Sorvars: HP Proliant ML150 G2, ML350 G4p, ML370 
G4 or DL380 G4 Sorver + 2 hard disks (at least 72GB each] + memory (atleast 1GB) + 
ceddiional RAID Controller, Free one-hour massage treaiment at The Spa with any purchase 
of an HP StorageWorks DAT 72 USB External Drive or DAT 40 USB External Drive. 


Those promo offers are not valid with any oiher type of discounting and/or promotional for, 


rearea sannau e 


+ ota ram the ftiewingdeineton 


ont One 
138 Oa or MSU Gap Server Bundle 


Amaaan inaa Bam 0609 


ERED IRANIANAS E ONAE 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


‘crs i Postado Compan LP lL el l,l nanto Lopo, eon a Yon rss ps ml Corpre sates os Es and atar eostas: Th Crs Carr ate 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 
MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006 


3 BUSINESS a MaRe 


MRTC wants to tap road users’ tax fund 


Settling debts, minimizing need for new borrowings 4 017: A layman’s view 


By Michelle V. Remo 


billion from the government to 
settle arrears incurred in 2005 
and to fund operations this year. 

But due to the government's 
own budget constraints, the De- 
partment of Budget and Manage- 
ment earmarked for MRT3 only 
P2.1 billion of the proposed 2006 
national budget. 

‘The amount earmarked for 
MRT3 would come from the ad- 
ditional revenue arising from the 


added tax rate. 

Officials of the mass transit 
system said MRT-3 still needed 
P5.7 billion to finance all its oper- 
ational requirements and settle 
its liabilities. They said MRT-3 
had been incurring losses be- 
cause the fares charged to riders 
were hardly enough to cover op- 
erational expenses. 

A government source said 
MRTChad formally requested the 


partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) for 
the proposed use of SVPCF for 
MRT3. 

The DBCC, led by the DBM, is 
expected to discuss MRTC's pro- 
posal in its next meeting this 
month. 

But even ifthe entire P2-billion 
SVPCF was allocated for MRT-3, 
MTC would still be needing an- 
other P3.7 billion. 


WAY BACK IN THE EARLY 1600s, 
enemies from ali sides threatened 
France. Outside, Austria and 
Spain were rattling their sabers. 
Inside, the Huguenots were in re- 
volt. Even the Queen Mother and 
the king's traitorous brother were 
shaking the throne. Cardinal 
Richelieu, minister of state and 
arguably the greatest statesman 


METRO RAIL TRANSIT CORP, 
which owns and operates the 
Metro Rail Transit-3, wants to tap 
portion of the road users tax to 
fund operational requirements. 
MRIC said the P2.1-billion al- 
location committed by the na- 
tional government was insuffi- 
cient to cover its mounting 
deficits. 
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‘The company had sought P7.8 recent increase in the value- 
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Development Budget Coordina- 
tion Committee (DBCC) to divert 
to MRT3 the fund for the Special 
Vehicle Pollution Control Fund 
(SVPCF), which stood at P2 bil- 


‘SVPCF is intended for projects 
aimed at minimizing air pollu- 
tion. Its funding comes from the 


‘The road users’ tax funds are 
also used for road maintenance, 
and installation of traffic lights 
and road safety devices. 

Sources said MRTC had also 
obtained the consent of the De- 


Kikukawa said LRTA was able 
to substantially reduce its losses 
to P829.7 million last year, from 
P1.46 billion in 2004. 

“IRTA has outdone itself in 
2005. More trains are running 
due to faster and more transpar- 
ent procurement of parts for 
downed trains. More passengers 
are taking the train because of the 
low fares and enhanced efficien- 
cy. Overall, the net losses are 
smaller due to better planning 
and management,” 
said in his report. 

LRT-1 (Baclaran to Monumen- 
to) surpassed its monthly target 
of 74,282,309 passengers and 
had 76,809,417 actual passen- 
gers in 2005. LRT-2's (Santolan, 
Pasig to Recto) target ridership of 


2007. 


Kikukawa 


Cons 


MINOR SPONSORS 
FINX CORPORATION 
SOLD SHPPING UNES 


MRE has long been seeking an 
increase in its fares but the govem- 
ment seemed hesitant to approve 
such an unpopular proposal. 

MRTC said its minimum fare 
should be raised to P72 to break 
even. But since the ideal amount 
was too high for commuters, 
MRTC said an adjustment from 
the current minimum fare of P11 
to P20 would be of help to reduce 
its need to borrow. 

‘The government, sources said, 
was studying the possibility of 
implementing the rate hike in 


LRTA cuts losses 


‘THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT AU- 
thority has exceeded its opera- 
tion, maintenance and financial 
targets in 2005, according to 
Takeshi Kikukawa, Japan Inter- 
national Cooperation Agency's 
Gica) management consultant 
for railway projects in the Philip- 


29,391,704 was exceeded at 
30,214,022. 

Kikukawa said the perfor- 
mance was remarkable, particu- 
larly for the 25-year-old trains 
and tracks of LRT-1. 

He said the agency was able to 
beef up its fleet to 75 vehicles by 
repairing and putting into opera- 
tion idle unit 

Before LRTA Administrator 
Mel Robles took over the agency 
in September 2004, only 64 
trains were running. 

A new peak passenger record 
of 428,000 per day has been set, 
from the previous 
338,000 before Robles took over. 

‘The Jica management consul- 
tant said substantial improve- 
ment in the procurement lead 
time was achieved by the agency 
streamlining the process. 

He said that in 2004, the pro- 
cessing of bids and awards took 
10 to 15 months. In 2005, the 
lead time was reduced to three 
months for the procurement of 
local parts and to six months for 
foreign-made parts. 


throughout Europe. 


the streets? 


high of 


the cartel. 


Unpaid taxes delay . 


tize IBC-13, another state-owned television 
station, will also have to be delayed. The gov- 
ernment has decided to work on the sale of 
IBC-13 only after the privatization of RPN-9 
has been completed. 

‘There was an earlier proposal for a joint 
sale of the two TV stations, but officials were 
advised that the government could maximize 
revenue potentials of the state assets if these 
were sold separately. 

The government still has to come up with a 
valuation for RPN-9, Singson said, because 


Nestle seeks gov’t help ... 


tected as early as 2002, are being circulated 
mainly through small sari-sari stores,” Her- 
nandez said. “Nestlé has put up a reward sys- 
tem to catch the counterfeiters and I was told 
it has released a total of at least about P2 mil- 
lion for successful operations.” 

He said that so far, detecting the fake products 
required special training because counterfeit 
packaging looked almost exactly like the original. 

However, Nestlé officials said the company 
has received complaints from consumers 
about the “lowered” quality of their products 
like the diluted taste of Nescafe, which turned 
out to be the counterfeit ones. 

Hernandez said Nestlé was devising plans 
to improve its capability to detect fake prod- 
ucts while the DTI was studying ways to help 
in theseefforts. 

In January, Nestlé Philippines chair Nandu 
Nandkishore announced that the firm had 
earmarked P2.5 billion in capital expenses for 


P11B worth of projects . 


fied for tax holidays and other incentives in- 
cluded Procter & Gamble Philippines’ P356- 
million venture in baby diaper production, 
LogiCall's P147-million call center project, and 
Philippine Auto Components’ P118.5-million 
project for the production of cluster parts and 
other components for motor vehicles. 

DTI documents showed that the Board of In- 
vestments gave the go-ahead to grant incen- 
tives to P2.48 billion worth of projects as of 
end-Rebruary while the Philippine Economic 
Zone Authority registered P8.44 billion, 

For the period, the cost of BOl-listed pro- 
jects went down by about 41 percent from 
4.2 billion while those with Peza went up 
27.6 percent from P6.59 billion. 

DTI Secretary Peter B. Favila said invest- 
ments were expected to continue pouring as 
companies would have renewed interest in 
the country especially since the state of na 
tional emergency had been lifted. 


in French history, routed all the 
enemies. French influence spread 


It was Richelieu who first pro- 
aimed for the whole world to 
hear that when the security of the 
state is threatened, the state must 
defend itself with all the forces at 
its command—even at the sacrifice 
of individual rights. The exercise of 
the citizen's precious individual 
rights must give way, if necessary, 
to the higher demands of defend- 
ing and protecting a threatened 
state, This principle has resounded 
throughout history for close to 400 


But, when should the state call 
out the troops? When Marines 
are shooting at fellow Marines? 
When blood is already flowing in 


Today, the Richelieu doctrine 
still rings true. But, to avoid the 
need to tear down barricades, the 
state can spring into action in the 
face of “clear and present danger” 
to national security. Simply put, 
nip the rebellion in the bud. 

In the Harrison Ford movie 
“Clear and Present Danger” based 
on the Tom Clancy book, the pres- 
ident of America bewails the 
drugs being smuggled into the 
US. He decides that the Colom- 
bian drug cartel was a clear and 
present danger to national securi- 
ty. He tacitly approves the covert 
Project Reciprocity to wipe out 


Can we not look at Proclama- 
tion No. 1017 as merely follow- 
ing the age-old Richelieu doc- 
trine and the new-fangled clear- 
and-present-danger strategy? 
Those against 1017 look at the 
issue in fragments. When each in- 
cident—Randy David's arrest, the 
communist march to the Edsa 
shrine, the Time story on Peping 
and Boy, to cite only three—i 


deed an overkill, as Fidel Ramos 
has claimed. 

But the view from the moun- 
taintop is quite different. When 
reports on the restive Scout 
Rangers and Marines, a tactical 
alliance between Magdalo 
diehards and the NPA, and the in- 
citing to rebellion by media pour 
into Malacafiang, the President 
had to decide whether clear and 
present danger to national securi- 
ty existed. 

And when the President decid- 
ed to spring into action, she did 
not have to file an application 
form at the Integrated Bar or the 
UP Law Center. 

Media has charged that the 
President is muzzling freedom of 
speech. Media is self-regulated. 
As far as I can see, the govern- 
ment merely wants media to stick 
to its own rules. In the standoff at 
the Marine headquarters, ABS- 
CBN anchors Pia Hontiveros and 
Ces Drilon asked the reporters on 
the spot where the armored vehi- 
cles came from. This clearly vio- 
lated the rule on troop move- 
ments. 

Now that diehard communists 
like Crispin Beltran, Satur Ocam- 
po, Teddy Casino, Lisa Masa, et 
al., have been hauled in on rebel- 
lion charges, let us stick to the 
rule of law. Even as the commu- 
nists abuse our democratic sys- 
tem to install a totally discredit 
way of life, we should prove to 
them and to the whole world that 
we can protect and defend our 
way of life within our democratic 
system. If we start breaking the 
rule of law ourselves, then we 
shall have lost the war. 

By the way, as my friend Joey 
said the other day, if the coup had 
succeeded, we would be under a 
military junta today. So, why 
bitch? 


From page BI 


the prices proposed by the financial adviser 
were deemed low by privatization authori- 
ties. 

‘The television stations have been included 
in the list of state assets to be sold this year. 
Other assets included in the privatization list 
are Al-Amanah Islamic Investment Bank, 
Philippine Postal Corp., the former Interna- 
tional School property in Makati City, and sev- 
eral power-sector assets. 

Last year, the government sold its shares in 
Philippine National Bank to taipan Lucio Tan. 


From page BI 


the modernization and expansion of its pro- 
duction plants. 

Nandkishore said the fund would go to the 
upgrade, capacity expansion, environmental 
compliance requirements and other needs of 
the firm's various facilities in the country. 

‘The company has manufacturing plants in 
Cabuyao, Laguna; Lipa, Batangas; Pulilan, 
Bulacan; and in the cities of Cagayan de Oro, 
Quezon and Marikina. 

Nandkishore, who is also the company 
president and chief executive, said NPI had 
been laying out at least P2 billion annually in 
the past few years. 

Nestlé product lines include milk, infant 
nutrition, infant food, beverages, non-dairy 
creamer, food, ice cream and chilled dairy, 
breakfast cereals, confectionery and pet care. 

‘The firm also owns established brands such 
as Nido milk formula, Nestea powdered tea 
drink, Maggi instant noodles, Alpo dog food. 


From page B2 


“The uncertainty caused by recent events is 
now cast off and promoting investment and 
presenting the country as a preferred business 
destination would be much easier,” Favila said. 

Hernandez said the country was now in the 
best position among Asian nations to gain a 
larger share of international electronics ser- 
vices contracts “(given) the Filipinos’ proven 
expertise” in information and communication 
technology. 

“Based on trends in outsourcing services, 
Asia would be a source of significant out- 
sourcing operations from the United States 
and Europe,” he said. 

1n January alone, investments in the IT sec- 
tor that were listed with the DTI reached P260 
million, or an increase of 24.9 percent from 
P208.2 million in the same month in 2005. 

"These projects are expected to create some 
6,400 new jobs, bulk of which are for call cen- 
ter agents, 
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Allied 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘TOBACCO MAGNATE LUCIO TAN’S AL- 
lied Banking Corp. may issue hybrid cap- 
ital instruments qualified as tier 1 or core 
capital this year to comply with stiffer ac- 
counting and capital adequacy rules. 
Expecting to post a “slightly lower” 


profit this year versus last year’s net prof- 
it of P1.3 billion, Allied Bank is studying 
the use of hybrid tier 1 capital recently 
allowed by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas, said Allied Bank president Reynal- 
do A. Maclang. 

Hybrid tier 1 capital instruments have 
equity-like features, making these ac- 
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ceptable as Tier 1 capital. 

‘These may be in the form of unsecured 
subordinated debt or preferred shares. 

These instruments have no maturi- 
ty, and are non-cumulative, which 
means that dividends or coupons that 
could not be paid in a financial year as 
a result of poor business performance 


will not be recovered in subsequent 
years. 

‘Maclang said Allied Bank was prepar- 
ing for the impact of the new Interna- 
tional Accounting Standards and Basle 2 
capital adequacy framework on its finan- 
cial performance this year. 

While the bank has adequate liquidity, 


Bank sees slower growth, considers issuing hybrid capital instruments" 


Maclang said additional capital may be 
needed to boost its capital adequacy ra- 
tio, currently at about 10 percent of risky 
assets. a 
“We're ranked 11th or 12th among the 
(country’s biggest) banks. We don't 
know yet how much we need. We're do:™ 


ing a study on it,” Maclang said. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


precer sere 


More tourists going to E. Visayas ' 


ByJoey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Where You Find The Best. 


able to lure 612 foreign visitors. 

Of the provinces, Eastern 
‘Samar had the least foreign visi- 
tors at 29, while Biliran had the 
most at 208. 

The tourism regional director, 
however, said the number of for- 
eign visitors in the region could 
be higher as many establishments 
in the region did not provide the 
DOT with the needed data. 

She said only 41 out of the 
more than a hundred tourism es- 
tablishments in the region had 
provided them a copy of records 
of their clients. 

She also noted that Eastern 
Visayas still lagged behind other 
tourist destinations in the 
Visayas. 

‘Thus, Tiopes said the DOT was 
stepping up its campaign to at- 
tract more tourists here, includ- 
ing domestic travelers. 

“Tiopes said that while the region 
has natural wonders that could ri- 
val with those found in other parts 
of the country, the region stil lacks 
the needed infrastructure, like bet- 
ter roads and facilities. 

The presence of armed men, 
notably the New People's Army, in 
some parts of the region, has also 
turned off tourists, she said. 

“The tourism industry is a very 
volatile industry. Any disruption 
in the peace and order in an area 
will surely affect the tourism in- 
dustry” she said. 


TACLOBAN CITY—FOREIGN 
tourist arrivals in Eastern Visayas 
went up 16 percent last year, ac- 
cording to the office here of the 
Department of Tourism. 

Data from the DOTS records 
showed that of the 140,360 
tourists that visited the different 
parts of the region last year, 
11,445 were foreigners, up 16 
percent from 9,864 in 2004. 

Most of the foreigners were 
Americans, Koreans and 
Japanese, with a few Europeans. 

Karina Tiopes, regional direc- 
tor, said the increase in the num- 
ber of foreign visitors in the re- 
gion was good news for the re- 
gion’s tourism industry. 

“This is a positive development 
because this means that we are 
attracting our preferred tourists,” 
Tiopes told the Inqunen. “They 
are the ones that are really bring- 
ing in the dollars, which could re- 
ally help our economy. 

Tiopes said that based on the 
monitoring of different hotels, 
lodging houses and restaurants, 
almost all of the foreign visitors 
went to either Ormoc City or this 
city, the regional capital. 

‘The two leading cities of the re- 
gion had a combined 10,364 for- 
eign visitors. 

Calbayog City, in Samar, was 
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‘THE EASTERN Visayas region is stepping up its campaign to entice 
tourists to see its sights, such as the Leyte Landing memorial in Palo. 
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Healthcare meets education 


STI, THE PHILIPPINES’ LARGEST NETWORK OF 
nursing colleges, has acquired a significant 
stake in Delos Santos Medical Genter. To be re- 
named DLS-STI Medical Center, the new part- 
nership combines the strength of a pioneer in 
healthcare services and the competitive edge of 
a leading information technology-based educa- 
tion institution 

The buy-in is part of STI’s initiative to 
strengthen its Enroliment-to-Employment Sys- 
tem, which covers every student's needs from 
the time he enrolls in STI to the moment he ap- 
plies for a job. 

One of the major components of the plan is to 
improve the facilities and capabilities of the new 
DLS-STI Medical Center. With fresh capital, a 
medical arts building and a state-of-the-art oper- 
ating facility will be added to the existing intras- 
tructure. DLS-STI will also set up satelite clinics 
around Metro Manila. In addition, the bed capaci- 
ty wil be doubled to 200 to accommodate more 
patients and complement its plan to improve hos- 
pital services, 

‘According to STI president and CEO Monico V. 
Jacob, the DLS-STI Medical Center is expected to 
improve its revenues by an annual average 
growth of 30 to 35 percent starting this year. STI 
acquired a majority share in Delos Santos College 
in 2002 and turned it into DLS-STI College of 
Health Professions 


Roadshow off to Canada 


DENR Secretary Angelo T. Reyes and Chamber of 
Mines of the Philippines president Benjamin 
Philip G. Romualdez lead a 60-man delegation 
from the public and private sectors to attend the 
Prospectors and Developers Association of Cana- 
da (PDAC) Mining Conference. 

The PDAC is the largest gathering of mining 
players in the world. With the increase in global 
‘demand for minerals, the Philippines expects to 
take advantage of investors’ interest in the coun- 
try following the revitalization of the local mining 
Industry. 

Following the successful participation of the 
Philippines in INDABA 2006, the government and 
the Chamber of Mines of the Philippines are pre- 
senting a special session at the PDAC 2006 Con- 
ference, entitled Republic of the Philippines: Op- 
portunities in the Mining Sector. 

The special session will showcase a range of 
mining opportunities in the country, enhanced by 
the government's policy of actively promoting 
‘and supporting the development of the local min- 
Ing industry, and how companies are taking ad- 
vantage of these opportunities, 


LR takes on First Cagayan 


PUBLICLY LISTED Leisure & Resorts World 
Corp. (LR) Is taking over majority control of First 
Cagayan Leisure and Resorts Corp. In a disclo- 
‘sure to the Philippine Stock Exchange, LR said it 
will subscribe to 40,000 new shares to be issued 
by First Cagayan at P800 a share for a total of P32 
milion. 

Upon issuance of the shares, LA's ownership 

First Cagayan will increase to about 50.75 per- 
cent from 35 percent. 

First Cagayan is a service provider for the on- 
{ine gaming industry. On behalf of the Cagayan 
Economic Zone Authority it also processes and 
approves the license applications of international 
operators wanting to locate within Cagayan Spe- 
cial Economic Zone and Free Port. As master Il- 
censor, its also tasked to regulate and monitor 
all internet gaming related activities to ensure 
compliance with established rules and regula- 
tions. 


MERCER 


college 


connect «discover + achieve 


Developing Your 
Performance and 
Rewards Strategy 


9 am to 5:30 pm, March 16, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati City 


into Actions 


9 am to 5:30 pm, March 17, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati City 


This seminar is designed for those who are responsible for the 
development of organizational KPIs and/or those who cascade 
business KPIs into individual KPIs. 


Coverage: 

E Performance management approaches and the link to KPIs 

E Choosing the best framework to develop KPIs for 
the organization 

E Setting organizational KPIs 

E Cascading organizational KPIs into individual KPIs 

W Designing targets and measures 

I Setting individual KPIs, targets and processes 

E Linking the KPIs with performance management 
processes and compensation 


This seminar is designed for Human Resources Decision Makers and 

Professionals who are keen to ift performance through stronger links 

to rewards. 

Coverage: 

E Aligning performance and reward with the organization's 
culture, strategy, and business context 

E Link between performance and reward 

E Understanding performance and reward considerations 

E Developing a performance and rewards strategy 

E Developing the performance and reward framework 

EE How to document performance and rewards 
considerations and arrangements 

E Setting performance and rewards expectations 

E Measuring performance at organizational and 
individual levels 

E How to differentiate standards of performance 

achieved and rewards to be allocated 


‘About the Facilitator 
Ms. Prue Wietmeyer is a Senior Consultant with Mercer Human Resource 
Prue's work focuses on reward, performance and talent ma- 
nagement which involves developing reward strategies and structures, 
performance management systems, competency frameworks and career & 
{alent management processes. She has worked with private, goverment 
‘end govemment-owned organizations to better improve their people strategies 
and management processes. Prue has worked in Mercer Australia and now, 
currently works for Mercer Taiwan, based in Taipei. 


For further details and to register, 
plecse contact Ms. Blessie Pioquinto: 


Call (632) 810-0704, 810-0705 local 107 
Or Email blessie.pioquinto@mercer.com 


Limited slots only, register now! 


Avail of Early Bird and Group Discounts. 
Discounted package rate also available for registration 
in two seminars. 
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iBlog, iPodcast: Citizen journalism using IT 


(First of four parts) ‘That morning, Ooiwasinterro- known to have had their fair gapore, 24-year-old photogra- These two private Asian indi- lyst and a photographer have in 
ByLeoM gated by the CID. He was under share of such charges. But Ooi pher Lee Johnson almost got viduals had something in com- common? 

Yee Sage fivestigation fora probable crime was not a journalist. Even asjout- slapped with a three-year jail mon with many othersacrossthe Ooi is a blogger. Lee is a pod- 
MONDAY MORNINGS WERE der Section 298A of the Penal nalists use the proverbial pen asa term and a fine of up to 5,000 region. Ooi and Lee were not caster. They used new media but 
MONA Maian Jet Ooi. Code of Malaysia which caries a weapon mightier than the sword, Singapore dollars ($2,955) forvi- part of traditional media, and yet they did not get training on the 
He would getup, goto work and Penalty of two to five years’ im- Ooiwas not trained inthe waysof _olating Singapore's Sedition Act. they got the attention ‘of hun- methods employed by traditional 
De yes data about celocommaue Prigonment, Ool was threatened the traditional What could he dreds of thousands of people. In media people such as newspaper 
lesions companies With detention underthe Intemal media profe- GPECIAL REPORT 3e done to sodoing they also got the atten- journalists, radio announcers or 

But why did this business ana- Security Act, which allows forde- sipnal. And yet get the Singa- tion of their respective govern- TV reporters. Neither do they ap- 
Iyst for an advertising company tention without trial for up totwo he wielded a i Pore govem- ments which— using citizens’ pear in any traditional medium 
Baa himself at the Selangor State YATS, He also faced prosecution weapon equally powerful. ment’sattention? vulnerability to strict state sedi- like newspapers, radio nor TV. 
And bineelf active Snap ene inder the Sedition Act of | Andsofortwohours he found „How did the voices of Ooi and tion and censorship laws—slow- Still, their voices were heard, re- 
ment (CID) on Feb. 28, 2005, in. Malaysia. © himself being interrogated in Lee reach government in thefirst ly began to squeeze at that open sulting in the near-filing of sedi- 
m eo to work Mondey __Aiiyone ean be charged with prisonthatmorning. place? What medium did they wound. tion charges for Ooi and Lee. 
mane” sedition, and journalists are Later on Oct, 23, 2005 in Sin- use? So what do an advertising ana- In the case of Ooi who has been 
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SMBs GUIDE TO 
BUYING PCS ` 


‘Whether buying your first PC or creating 
a network, your computer should be tailored 
to your company's needs. Below are the top 
10 things to consider when purchasing PCs. 


1. Why do you need this computer? 

Knowing how the PC will be used is a 
good way to determine the right PC for your 
business. 


2, Beware of refurbished computers 

Although upgrading components to ex- 
tend your computer's life may superficially 
cost less than a ready-made computer, it can 
be less reliable and may cost more in the 
long ran 


3. Laptop or Desktop? 

fyour employees constantly need access 
to company data on the go, laptops are the 
best solution, With wireless technology like 
Intel® Centrino® Duo, your employees can 
connect to the Internet in most international 
airports and cafés. 


4, Software where to start? 
‘Windows*, Macintosh OS*, and Linux* 
all have their strengths. Use what you are 
comfortable with, and what you need to ac- 
complish your most important tasks. 


5. Extras? 

Ifyou plan on running professional pro- 
grams or have some very specialized tasks, 
you may need to add extra components to 
Your computer, such as a video card with 
‘graphics accelerator, digital cameras, web 
cams, ete. 


6. Don't Skimp on Security! 

You cannot afford to risk your business's 
data, Make sure your computer is powerful 
enough to run anti-virus software while not 
disrupting other programs. 


7. Memory 

For basic applications, you should have at 
least 256 Megabytes (MB) of RAM while 
you should have a minimum of 512MB for 
‘graphics programs. Basic word processing 
requires a hard drive that is 40Gigabytes 
(GB) but if you are dealing with a fot of im- 
ages, music, or other large files, you should 
invest in at least 80GB. 


8. Power 

‘Again, consider how the computer will be 
used. If you often use compute intensive 
programs or do a lot of multitasking, then in- 
vest in the Intel® Pentium® D processor 
supporting Hyper-Threading Technology 
for desktop PCs. Meanwhile, the Intel® 
Centrino® Duo is the best bet for note- 
books. 


9. Cheaper isn't abways better 

Your computer is an investment that 
should provide three years of optimal per- 
formance for a desktop PC and two years for 
notebook. I should also provide headroom 
and flexibility for new software or more de- 
monding usage patterns over time. IT should 
be a long-term relationship, so select a com- 
pany and brand you can trust. 
Send a custome? away empty-handed and she may never return, But with a PC 
based on an itel Pentium® D processor, your business has customer 10, Don't be dazed by sales lingo 

atisfaction built in. Because it helps you order the right products at just the right i niga + Sa ali ne Jara wil 

ine. Manage your iwentory. Even simplify and track shipments, The help you navigate through a sales pitch. Get 
time. Manage your inventory. Even simplify and track shipments, The peice en sap era ate 
result? A better experience for your customer. And repeat business for you, Find 


to the store and buying one. 
‘out how Intel's relationship with software and hardware suppliers results in quality ar 


g solutions tor your business, And how our network ot over 160,000 resellers and PC 


vi ice and support for small businesses, Visi “eres and brands mny be elated as the 
manufacturers can help provide service and support for small businesses. Visit Mei o 


wwwiintelconapat /builtin/smb. 
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blogging for three years, his online 
Journal entries were first noticed by 
Malaysiakini (http://www. malaysi- 
akini.com/), a news website that is 
purely online with no traditional me- 
dia counterpart. His blog called 
Screenshots (Chttp://www;jef- 
fooi.com/) was linked to the news 
website in April 2003, expanding 
Ooï's readership base. However, it 
was on Oct. 3, 2004 when he was first 
noticed by the mainstream press, be- 
ing lambasted in an editorial of the 
New Straits Times which is owned by 
ruling political party Umno (United 
Malays National Organization). 

On Sept. 30, 2004, Ooi posted on 
Screenshots his views about Umno. 
The discussion outlined the contra- 
diction between the values of Islam 
Hadhari, a theory of government 
based on the principles of Islam, and 
the alleged corruption of the ruling 
Malaysian party. But in mentioning 
dominant party Umno in his blog, Ooi 
ran against the government itself and 
hit a sensitive spot. The Umno party's 
New Straits Times naturally retaliat- 
ed, slamming Ooi in its Oct. 3, 2004 
editorial. Soon, Ooi’s name was in all 
the major newspapers-in Malaysia. 
Ooi did not relent in questioning Um- 
no policies, and eventually was 
drawn into a word war with New 
Straits Times Group editor in chief 
Kalimullah Hassan who referred to 
Ooi in an editorial as a “mere un- 
known blogger.” 

Four months later on that fateful 
Monday morning of Feb. 28, 2005, 
Ooi was brought in for questioning by 
the Selangor State CID. 

The New Straits Times Group has 
banned its employees from reading 
Ooï's blog. Today, the New Straits 
Times and sister-publication Berita 
Harian continue criticizing Ooi in be- 
half of ruling party Umno. The New 
Straits Times alone has a nationwide 
readership of 429,000 a day. Ooi 
fought back through his blog, which 
gets about 15,000 visits a day. 

But this was not a battle of who had 
more readers. The point is how the blog 
ofan individual citizen, through his own 
funding and effort and with no training 
in media, could in a span of three years 
merit the attention of a well-established 
news corporation like New Straits Times 
which has been around since 1845. 
Why would the newspaper even care? 
Why would its owners, the ruling Umno 
party, even worry about what a “mere 
unknown blogger” said? Why would a 
big newspaper publishing group issue 
an order not to read the posts of one 
particular blogger? 

Lee of Singapore could probably 
relate to what Ooi went through. 


hereby extended to April 6, 2006, 


and regulations. 


= 
REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
PASEGURUHAN NG MGA NAGLILINGKOD SA PAMAHALAAN 
(GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM) 


Franca Center, Roxas Bld, 
Pasay Ciy, 1308 


For more information, contact Ms, Ramos at telephone 
numbers 834-2649 and 891-6161 local 4581. 


On Sept. 12, 2005, the Singapore 
government invoked the Sedition 
‘Act—the first time in 10 years and the 
first time for an online case—to charge 
with sedition bloggers Nicholas Lim 
Yew, 25, and Benjamin Koh Song Hu- 
at, 27, for posting allegedly racist 
‘comments. On Sept. 16, blogger Gan 
Huai Shi, a 17-year-old student, was 
charged on seven counts of “promot- 
ing ill-will” in Singapore under Sec- 
tion 29 of the Sedition Act. It is a 
known fact that, charged with sedi- 
tion, Singaporeans face prison terms 
‘of up to three years if convicted. 

Lee said he did not know any of the 
three bloggers, but he was question- 
ing the all-encompassing Sedition Act 
and how itwas used against them, 

Lee said the Sedition Act had never 
before been used in Singapore 
against individuals, and that the 
three bloggers were separately 
charged as individuals in September. 
He believed this law was being used 
to attack individuals’ right to free 
speech. In protest, he put up a pod- 
cast at a blog called TheDia 
(http://guisediatribe.blogp- 
sot.com/) which he jointly construct- 
ed with friends. The blog was a per- 
sonal one and was not political in na- 
ture, but Lee felt so strongly about the 
September sedition cases that he 
made a digital recording of his com- 
ments and turned it into a podcast so 
that, quite literally, his voice would be 
heard. Little did he know that, during 
the heat of the issue in Singapore, the 
Media Development Authority would 
also train its sights on him. 

Lee was “gently reminded” by the 
government that he, too, could be 
subjected to charges of sedition if he 
continued to go where he was going. 
Lee tore down the podcast from The- 
Diatribe blog and left the other non- 
sensitive and non-political ones un- 
touched. 

Lee admitted that he had, indeed, 
been censored and came close to be- 
ing charged with sedition the same 
way the three bloggers were in 
September. Still, he could not under- 
stand why the government would be 
afraid of his opinion because, he said, 
his podcast was not popular 
anyway and he was merely 
updating it as a hobby. 

Indeed, what were they 
afraid of? Why would a gov- 
ernment have an individual 
podcaster’s views be cen- 
sored? 

Here we see state pres- 
sures clamping down on citi- 
zens, We are not even dis- 
cussing freedom of the press 
here, for Ooi and Lee are not 


NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT THE BEST OFFER 
(BLOCK SALE OF EQUITABLE-PCIBANK SHARES) 


In view of the requests of interested parties brought about by recent 
cevents/developments, the deadline for the submission of the offers to 
purchase GSIS’ holdings of Equitable-PC| Bank common shares is 


The invitation to submit the best offer follows: 


‘The GSIS hereby offers in a block sale its holdings of 
90,078,333 Equitable-PC! Bank shares, equivalent to 
12.4% of the Bank's outstanding capital stock, at a 
minimum cash offer of P92.00 per share. 


Offers to purchase should be accompanied by a cashier's 
or manager's check equivalent to ten (10%) percent of 
the total offered price and should be submitted not later 
than April 6, 2006, 3:00 pm at the following address: 


MS, LIVIA ALICIA R. RAMOS 
Vice President, Investment Office 
Level 3, Core D, GSIS Building 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 


Interested parties should comply with the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas (BSP) rules and regulations on ownership 
restrictions in banks, and all other applicable laws, rules 


The GSIS reserves the right to reject any or all offers and 
to annul the process, to waive any required formality 
therein, or to accept such offers as may be advantageous 
to the GSIS without giving any reason therefor and L 
without incurring any liability to the affected offerorls. 
Further, the offeror shall be liable for any and all costs i 
incurred in its participation and the GSIS assumes no g 
obligation whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the i 
‘offerors or any of its agents, for expenses or losses that 
may be incurred in participating inthis undertaking. 


i 
(Original Signed) | 
OMELITA J. TIANGCO | 
Executive Vice President 4 

Finance Sector t 
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press people. But in these two exam- 
ples, the same forces are clamping 
down on individuals. Why would in- 
dividual citizens’ views affect others 
when they do not have the reach of 
traditional media like newspapers, 
radio or TV? 

Ordo they? 

Perhaps individual citizens are al- 
ready empowered to the point that 
governments are realizing that, 
through new media such as blogs and 
podcasts, they could already rouse 
the rabble that are online. 

Perhaps government is realizing 
that, like views from traditional me- 
dia, views from the grassroots are al- 
so becoming influential, necessitat- 
ing control measures before their in- 
fluence and power become even 
greater. 

On the traditional media front, 
why would established newspapers 
like New Straits Times pick on a lone 
blogger like Malaysia's Ooi? Could 
this also be acknowledgment that in- 
dividual voices, with the help of new 
media, are gaining in strength and 
deserve an audience? Could it be 
that traditional media feel threat- 
ened? 

“Sometimes mainstream newspa- 
pers pick up topics that are being dis- 
cussed in blogs and develop them in- 
to stories,” Ooi said. "So they get de- 
veloped as news items in main- 
stream—they start from blogs then 
are picked up by mainstream media 
and then hopefully they reach the 
pinnacle of administration. So we 
hope government becomes respon- 
sive through blogging efforts.” 

So now we see an upward direc- 
tion in the information flow, or what 
citizen journalism advocate Dan Gill- 
mor refers to as “bottom-up commu- 
nications.” From the citizens, views 
are expressed through new media 
such as blogs and podcasts. Media 
pick up those news and views and put 
them on to the mainstream, From the 
mainstream, the bloggers and pod- 
casters get recognized and hopefully 
those views would be heard by state 
and economic leaders. 

“We need to promote blogs and 
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promote grassroots journalism,” said Ooi. 
We need to dismantle the power paradigm, 
thats, the power talking down to the people. 
Tt has to be the other way around.” 

In concrete terms, Ooi and Lee were not 
just bloggers and podeasters. Citizen Ooi was 
questioning Umno policies in Malaysia and 
citizen Lee was questioning the Sedition Act 
of Singapore. 

‘An upward spiral of views from the grass- 
roots to decision-makers requires two 
things: realization and acknowledgment. 
‘Traditional media, government and com- 
merce should first realize that the top-down 


approach no longer works in a connected 
knowledge economy where information 
cannot be monopolized nor restrained. 
‘Then comes acknowledgment that yes, in- 
deed, the individual voices of citizens mat- 
ter and that the agenda should be set by 
them. 

Perhaps that is why censorship and sedi- 
tion charges are being thrown at individual ,~ 
bloggers and podcasters. Perhaps they arera 
growing more and more influential, and the! 
old power base is being threatened. Bs 

We'll discuss this next week. 

(To be continued) 


BIG OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT 
PHILNITS-CERTIFIED IT Professionals 
Prepare for the FE EXAM on APRIL 2, 2006 by 
using the PhilNITS eLearning System. 

For details visit www.philnits.org 

(02) 8982691-92 


Or call Lorin: 


ADTX, Fujitsu Phils., NSOV, Sanko, 
Canon Info Tech., Career UP 
Alliance Software, J-Sys Phils. 
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AYALA PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CORP 
(APMC), the wholly owned facilities manage- 
ment arm of Ayala Land Inc. (ALI), expects to 
churn out P1 billion in total revenues from 
new contracts over the next two years, APMC 
president Raul M. Irlanda said. 
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BUSINESS 
Ayala unit sees P1B in revenues from new contracts, 


‘To date, APMC has generated P800 million 
in revenues from management contracts in- 
volving waterworks, construction, parking 
lots and, recently, Terminals 2 and 3 of the Ni- 
noy Aquino International Airport, and the In- 
ternational School in Manila. 

‘APMC’s contract with NAIA 2 and 3—un- 
der which the firm will manage front terminal 
activities—will run for three years beginning 
2005. 

‘APMC also manages facilities of the Ayala 
Corp. and other institutional accounts. 

This year alone, APMC hopes to secure 
P100 million in additional institutional ac- 
counts and the management of 1,350 new 
parking slots, Irlanda said APMC has been i 
vvited by a large private hospital to manage its 
parking lot area. APMC now manages a total 
of 12,000 parking slots in the Makati area 

‘This year, APMC aims to raise P100 million 
in additional revenues from new contracts. 

‘APMC recently gained a triple certification 
for occupational health and safety from the 
Certification International Philippines Inc. 

APMC is engaged in integrated property 
management services, including building ad- 
ministration and maintenance, lease adminis- 
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tration activities, commercial center and sub- 
division maintenance, and special technical 
services. It continues to provide property 
management services for shopping centers, 
subdivision, parking structures, waterworks 
operations and other properties developed by 
Ayala Land and its subsidiaries, 

‘APMC is also known for managing strategic 
parking facilities, office and residential towers 
in the Philippines’ premier business district. It 
pioneered in automating parking operations 
and continues to introduce similar innovations 
in other areas of operation, such as recycling 
‘water from households for non-potable uses, 

APMC introduced the automated carpark 
management system in parking structures, 
such as the Greenbelt Mall, Dela Rosa 1 & 2, 
Makati Medical Center, Makati Avenue Steel, 
Ayala Avenue Steel, Park Square 1 & 2, and 
Glorietta 4. 

‘Among its services, APMC runs a building 
management system, operating structures 
like Tower One & Exchange Plaza, 6750, and 
the Makati Stock Exchange. This system en- 
ables the monitoring of elevators, fire preven- 
tion, security and other building functions 
from a central office. 


Del Monte 
sets aside $8M 
for expansion 


DEL MONTE PACIFIC LTD., OWNED BY FOOD 
and beverage giant San Miguel Corp. and the 
Campos Group, is setting aside $8 million 
(roughly P400 million) for capital expendi- 
tures this year, according to its disclosure to 
the Singaporean bourse. 

Part of the fund would be used as Del 
Monte explores non-traditional. packaging 
formats for its products, such as glass jars and 
plastic cups, due to higher growth potential 
and margins compared with increasingly ex- 
pensive cans. 

“But this does not mean that we will drop 
the canned segment altogether as this is still 
‘our core business,” Del Monte Pacific said in a 
briefing note. 

“Even within the canned category, there 
are certain segments which offer growth po- 
tential such as the tropical fruit. We are happy 
to have made meaningful sales of these value- 
added products to the global markets in 
2005.” 

Del Monte also said it hoped to duplicate its 
success in the Philippines in its other markets, 
like China and India. 

Sales in the Philippines grew 11 percent in 
the fourth quarter last year with strong 
growth in the tomato-based product seg- 
ment. 

Del Monte 
launched new prod- 
ucts here, particu- 
larly in the grocery 
segment, such as 
Piña Colada 202 
drink and mari- 
nades, and new 
products in the food 
segment, such as 
Del Monte Coffee 
and Tea syrups, 
Maple and All Pur- 
pose Light syrup and 
Party Mixers. 

What may put a 
dent on growth is the 
implementation of 
the expanded Value 
Added Tax (VAT) 
Law in the Philip- 
pines, which is ex- 
pected to impact on 
operating results 

Del Monte said 
that for its other 
markets, it will cap 
expenses and focus 
on export develop- 
ment. 

“The China market 
is a difficult one. We 
will capitalize on its 
strength as the low 
cost supplier of ap- 
ple, and same for In- 
dia, as the low cost 
supplier of mango, to 
offer export products 
to the international 
market,” Del Monte 
said, 

“In the Philip- 
pines, we continue to 
develop new prod- 
ucts and add new dis- 
tribution channels.” 

Del Monte also 
said its new owners 
were studying all of 
its operations. 

“When talking of 
change , we would 
rather focus on the 
positive changes 
they can bring,” Del 
Monte said when 
asked about changes 
to management or 
possible — retrench- 
ments in light of its 
takeover by NuttiA- 
sia and San 
Miguel. Elizabeth Le 
Sanchez 
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LOCALES... rompes 


in the IT park to 60,000 square 
meters from the current 40,000 
square meters, 

Plaza A, which already had “a 
contact center of a distinguished 
service company” leasing three of 
its six floors, would likely be 100- 
percent leased by next month, 
Gotianuu-Yap said. 
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expected. 
to boost 
energy 
sector 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE FORMER NATIONAL STEEL CORP MAY 
be counting out the days when Malacafiang 
will implement protectionist measures that 
will ensure the viability of the country's steel 
industry by increasing tariffs on imported 
steel products. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS oF 
Measure For Global Steel, viability comes in a protectionist package 


‘The government is expected to come out 
with a set of guidelines that will determine 
whether Global Steel Philippines Inc. has at- 
tained full commercial operations status be- 
fore increasing the tariffs. 

GSPI, a subsidiary of London-based Global 
Infrastructure Holdings Ltd, had earlier 
asked for incentives, But government said this 


would only come about when the steel firm 
was fully operational. 

‘An official privy to the matter said the Cabinet- 
level Committee on Tariffs and Related Matters 
have already approved a draft of the guidelines. 

In 2004, Malacafiang issued Executive Or- 


BHR 


der No. 375, which provides for an increase in 
steel tariffs imported from Southeast Asia. 

As stated in EO 375, the increase in tariffs is 
meant to address the need for an “enabling en- 
vironment for the local iron and steel industry 
toattain international competitiveness.” 


25-28 April 2006 
Singapore Expo 
tours 


25-27 Apri 2006 + 10.30am~6.30pm 
2BAprI2008 © 10.30am- 4pm 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE RENEWABLE 
Energy Act of 2006, 
which the House 
committee on energy 
recently approved, is 
expected to boost in- 
vestments in the sec- 
tor and effect a “radi- 
cal” change in the 
country's energy mix. 

In a statement 
over the weekend, 
Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said 
the perks contained 
in the bill should en- 
courage potential in- 
vestors to infuse capi- 
tal into the renew- 
able energy sector. 

Some of the in- 
centives included in 
the bill are exemp- 
tions from tariff du- 
ties and zero-rated 
value-added tax for 
the importation of 
machinery and 
equipment for the 
first 10 years of an 
operating contract, 
as well as tax credit 
on domestic capital 
equipment and ser- 
vices. 

Right now, even 
without the bill, sev- 
eral incentives are al- 
ready being provided 
for the development 
of renewable energy 
resources. 

With the bill, Lotil- 
la said the country’s 
dependence on im- 
ported oil should go 
down to 30 percent 
in 2010 from the pre- 
sent 37.3 percent. 
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Concurrent Programmes & Highlights 

FHA2006 Wine8SpiitsAsa Challenge + Wine Diploma Course + Bakery Technology Workshops + Ciub 
Managers’ Assocation of Singapore (CMAS) Conference + Food Safety Forum * FOSI Asia Pacii 
‘Division Meeting and Pubic Seminar « HALTREX: The Halal Trade Exchange Seminar + Hostec-Asia 
Hospitality and Foodservice Technology Seminar «Asian Pastry Cup 2006 « Hotel GM Forum 


Pre-register before 17 April 2006 @ www foodnhotelasi 
jGD80 adi fee. 
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Distributed by JOINT VENTURE SOUND LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 
2 Scout Pallos corner Mother Ignacia Sts., Quezon City * 
374.8662 + 376.9004 + 416.2038 * 416.2042 
Available at all ELECTRONICS DEPOT OUTLETS 
Robinson's Galleria * 634.5554 -+ Robinson's Manila + 302.0418 
SM Mega Mall + 633.3261 + Festival Mall * 775.0595 
Alimall + 995.0397 + Park Square 1, Makati 
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PT-D7700 
7,000 Lumens 


Featherweight: 


Made by Panasonic 1.6Kg. 


Tuned by Hollywood 


PT-LB30NT 


wireless 


PT-DW7000 


6,000 Lumens 


Large Venue 


Micro 


Purpose Portable 


1,600-2,000 3,000 Ansi Lumens 


Ansi Lumens 


1,100Lumens 
5,500:1 Contrast 


1,400 Ansi Lumens 


Payments Accepted 
-Cash 
= Check 
~ Visa / Mastercards 


J~ ANCP Trading Systems International 


Tel: (632) 533-4415, 535-7363 
AV & Presentation Products / System Integration / Sales / Rental / Service 


Fax: (632) 535-0842 www.avep.com.ph 
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Our beloved and cherished sister 


TRINIDAD ROSA G. FERNANDEZ 


(Tubby Rose) 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden Born Jane 14,1947 


Died in the peace of the Lord March 2, 2006 
in Vathalla, New York 


We will celebrate her life at Memorial masses on Wednesday, March 8, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the chapel of the Wack Wack Golf & Country Club, City of Mandaluyong, and on 
Saturday, March 11, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. at the Sacred Heart Church, Hartsdale, New York. 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets Catered Meals 
#Flowers by Holland Blooms *Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


Interment iri the Philippines will be announced later. 


‘We, her bereaved family, request you to remember her in your prayers 
as we thank God for her vibrant and shining presence in our lives. 


GC MARCELINO C. RAYOS DEL so ®© 


of Ususan, Taguig City 

Retired Meralco employee, Retired Vice Chairman 

‘& Board Member and Park Operations officer 
Garden of Memories Memorial Park & Chapels, Inc. 
Peacefilly joined our Lord 
on March 2, 2006 atthe age of 88 

His bereaved family, Oma and Conrad (1), Ching and 
‘Teddy, Myrna and Eric, Ruben and Linda. David (t) and Chit, 
George and Aida, Danny and Tess, Charing and Hanzel: 
‘grandchildren, great grandchildren, nephews and nieces, relatives 
and fiends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Chapel 7, Garden of Memories 
Memorial Chapels, Pateros, Metro Manila. 

Interment will take place on Wednesday. March 8, 2006 at 


the Divine Providence Family Court afier the 3:00 pa. funeral 
Mass. mt 
| vm 


Child Jesus Chapel, 


Los Baños, Laguna. 


on March 12, 2006. 


Dr. Stephen 
G. Reyes 


Died on 
March 1, 2006. 


His body lies at 
St. Therese of 


UP College, 


Nympha and Imre Weitzner 

Marie and Herman Santiago 

Leonor G. Beltran 

nephew Richard Fernandez and wife, Laura 
niece, Liesl Vazquez and husband, Steven 
niece, Nicole Hope Weitzner, and 
grandnephews, Andrew and Steven Vazquez 


Interment will be 


through e 


- For your Classified Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advert ising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 899-4425; 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) 
CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) + MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
u KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 + MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 
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PHILIPPINE RECLAMATION AUTHORITY 
(Foner Putte Estates Auton) 


INVITATION TO BID FOR THE SALE OF UNSERVICEABLE VEHICLES 
The PhigineRacomaton Aunty (PRA) is olang or sale, on an "asi, wher bass 
‘ho fofloving Ursondceabie Vehicles: 
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tem Description and Location 


1655 MITSUBISHI L200 (SFN:300) DIG, Pup Diesel Fod, Back 
1858 TOYOTA CORONA VON 109) 20 4 oo Seden, Cascine Fed, Shr 
885 TOVOVA TAMARAW FX (SED-677| Wagon. Deel Fod. Gray 
GES TOVOTA TAMARAW FX (SEV-678| SPUR, Desai Fe. Wt 
155 TOYOTA TAMARA FX [SEK T08) HSPUR_Disol Fed Red 
1880 TOYOTA TAMARA FX (TO 237 HSPUR. Gasoline Fe. SUE 
GOT TOVOTALITE ACE (TAK 995) Commute, Gasoine Fe. Waie, 
S80 TOYOTA COROLLA (SEV 523] <r Sedan. Gasoine Fed She 
1555 TOYOTA TAMARAW FX (SED-725) Wagon. Cascine Fe, Bve 
SBD RIA CERES (SEA Too) 4 SPUR Desai Fed. Red 

1885 TOYOTA CORONA (UHH-Z06) 20 4-dor Sedan. Casing Fad- 
BEE HONDA MOTORCYCLE (555725) 125c Gasoine Fed. Fod 
1855 HONDA MOTORCYCLE (SE 5776) 125c: Gasoline Fd. Fad 
1834 HONOR MOTORCYCLE (56-4718) 125cc Gosoine Fed, Red 

‘Oa [1] Lot Jork Uaservinabe Moor Vacs 

Gh) Lot Junk Unsere Moores Unis 


2 ested potos may cin Terns and Conlon and Bd Documents upon payment o a ror- 
‘eluate eo Two Huda Posos [P200 00) sarang 07 Marco 20 March 205 rom 9 OOAM 10 


Soe at no Acrstave Deparment. Fc gasp Towes 200 Pare de Foras Makan MM. 

a. Tmn irst pre be conterere scheduled on 16 Masc 2006 t 2 00PM la PRA Conterenca Room: 

Š. uly accomplished Be Documents prescribed nthe Terms and Condiions shet be submates 
{oe PAA eal states Bids and Anarés Commies (PREBAC) on 28 March 2006 on or belare 
"TSOPM Pubie opening ol bs shai folow at 200PM ol he samo day. 

5. PRA reserves he gh ject any or al Did. io wave any normality ours herein, and 1o 
 accapt aven bids as may be conte mast ndvanlageous slr, without any obigaton 
‘onthe part ol PRA 1 expo ne easors maroot, 

6. Inte event that he pubic beading becomes a fare, he PRA reserves height 1o accept 
proposats ote above nams ior sale 

7. Fot nguras, lease conieci Enge. Danilo Amal or Ms. Litan Tatinga at taphone number 


817-47-11 ocal 174. 
(S98) PELAGIOB, LALAP 
‘Charman: PREBAC 


CLASSIFIEDS L. 
= 
L enka eRom 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The National Housing Authority invites prospective developers! 
proponents contractors who have undertaken design, finance, construction 
and development of similar projects to enter and undertake the proposed 
24.161.square meter NAMRIA EMPLOYEES MEDIUM RISE HOUSING 

PROJECT located in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 
‘The said project entails the preparation of feasibility studies, design, 

preparation of plans and drawings, securing of the necessary permits and 

Ecenses, provision of funding, and the construction and marketing of 

‘completed medium rise housing units to benefit qualified employees of the 

National Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA). 

A. Checkist of requirements for eligibility of the point venture developers! 
partners and other pertinent documents relative thereto are available 
for examination upon submission of a letter of intent addressed to the 
Chairman, inter-agency Bids and Awards Committee for the NAMRIA 
Employees MRH Project, National Housing Authority and may be 
obtained upon payment of a non-refundable fee of PhP 500.00 at the 
NHAANCR Area Management Olice, 3rd Floor, NHA Main Buliding, 
Diman, Quezon City nat later than March 10,2006. The BAC Secretariat 
may be contacted at Tel. Nos. 928-4561 Local 181 and 182. 

Deadline of submission of eligibility documents is on March 21, 2006 
not later than 5:00 o'clock p.m. at the Office of the Assistant General 
Manager. 

Al eligble bidders shall be informed ater on the date of issuance of the 
project's Terms of Reference and other bid documents, which shall be 
made avaliable only upon payment of a non-refundable fee of PhP 
5,000.00. 

Prospective developers/pariners shall be evaluated based on financial 
‘and technical capability, experience, and track record. Proposal shall 
be selected based on the architectural and engineering design, project 
‘amenities, seling prices, marketing plan and project duration. 

The NHA reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, waive 
formalities on any defects therein, and accept the offer most 
advantageous to the Government. 


(Sod) FROILAN R. KAMPITAN 
Assistant General Manager, NHA 
Chairman, inter-agency Bids and Awards Commitee 
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SKIN DISEASES 
‘ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
UTL ALMORANAS. 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTIUTYNMPOTENCE 
(MOLECYSTSCAA REMOVAL | 
KELOIDPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
Gama Big, No 8 Pur St, 
Cubao, Q.C. 
[OPEN slo spu mOn to SA, 


TEL, NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474 


TEXTICALL 
0917 793 8664 
* RENT TO OWN * 
+ WACK TWIN TOWER 

* FOR SALE* 

+ MANOM UYONGELDG 


‘opubile of the Philippines 
Local Civil Registry Office 
Don Carios, Bukidnon 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 

Incomptance wih Scion ofA Act No 9048. a rosen is 
arab sored otha pubica! ANTONIO HI CASTRO PIZARRO 
as ld wah is Ofna poten for change ol iest ramo rom 
“ANTHONY ROME lo ANTONIO He ith contest ot 
ANTONON CASTRO PIZARRO wto was vomon May 19, 1989 
M Sia. Cruz, Manda ang whose paranis aro Antonio Jr. A. 
Paro and esurocton Castro. 

"Ay person avora afocted by sali poston ray tle hsher 
wanton opposnon win m Otic noisier 1an Masen 2 2008 
(S06) MELISA R. CAVALIDA 

‘nepal Cmi Rope: 


(701-77 rn 2000) 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


Notice is hereby given to the Public that 
Philam Savings Bank, Inc. Official 
Receipt Numbers 06269 to 06300 and 
Receipt for Post-Dated Checks 
Numbers 216123 to 216150 have 
been lost. Philam Savings Bank, Inc.| |* Wer moea new 

will not honor the same. CUBAO Hat Se Pu 


(701 wen 20) i 


Notice is hereby given of the Issuance of a Warrant of 
Arrest by Branch 3, Regionai Trial Court of Manila against 
Benigno Dela Peña ignacio, Evelyn Echas Agito, and 
Catherine Buag Dee (left to right) whose picture-appear 
above in connection with Criminal Case No. 04-231987 for 
Qualified Theft. Any information leading to their lawful 
arrest, please contact Autophil Marketing Corporation 
Tel 7322371 Elsie. 
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PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS FOR 
CREATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Duties: 
— Prepare production requirements 
— Report directly to the Creative Department Head 


Qualifications: 


— College graduates (with degree in 
Communication Research, Mass 
Communication, Communication Arts or 
Broadcast Communication) 

Preferably with TV production experience 
Fresh graduates are welcome to apply 
Proficient in both English & Tagalog 


Send Resume to: 
Creative Department 
#79 Xavierville Ave. 

Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 


MARSIFOR AGENCY 
Masir n Housekeeping 
AI Around Maids, 
Yaya, Cook, 
Lavandera, Driver, ete 
438-6920 / 439-0075 
437-3040 


LEASETO-ONN 


Limited Units Only! 
8 Wack Wack 


Best golf view! 
Mandaluyong City 
Golf Hill Terraces 
15t/n0;Near UP, 
Ateneo; Besides 
Ayala Heights OC 


867-8913 to 17 
0917.8479276 
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Japanese business sentiment on RP improving 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE PESSIMISM THAT PREVAILED 
among Japanese firms over business 
přospects in the Philippines in the 
Past months has started to diminish, 
a-monthly survey by the Japan Ex- 
témal Trade Organization showed. 
* The survey covered Japanese 
firms here and in other Southeast 
‘Asian countries. 

+The survey indicated that the 


DA gets P1B 
in additional 
budget for 06 


"FHE GOVERNMENT WILL INFUSE ADDITION- 
al P1 billion into the farm sector to increase rice 
production by at least 300,000 metric tons, the 
Department of Agriculture said. 

£ The additional funds were deemed neces- 
spry by the country’s economic managers to 
accelerate the growth of the economy this 
‘year, Agriculture Secretary Domingo E Pan- 
ganiban said Friday. 

Panganiban said this.would form part of the 
pump priming efforts that were intended to jack 
up the countrys rice production to 14.9 million 
thetric tons and cut down imports this year. The 
production target is higher than the 14.6 million 
metric tons of rice produced last year. 

‘The agriculture sector, which accounts for a 
fifth of the gross domestic products, grew by 
only 2.24 percent in 2005. 

‘The Department of Agriculture is targeting 
to double this to at least 4 percent this year. 

He said the additional budget would be 
used to repair irrigation dams and build addi- 
tional catch basins in preparation for the ex- 
cess rainfall arising from the La Niña weather 
phenomenon. 

‘The La Nifia, which may shorten the sum- 
mer months this year, may also help improve 
rice production this year. 

* "However, this will entail more farm sup- 
port—access to credit, seeds and other inputs 
‘for a about 3.5 million farmers in the coun- 
tryside,” Panganiban added. 

‘The additional amount will increase the 
DAs budget to P4 billion. 

‘The inter-agency Development Budget Co- 
ordinating Council earlier approved the re- 
lease of some P3 billion for the repair of exist- 
ing irrigation facilities and construction of new 
onesto cover 1.2 million hectares of farmlands 
nationwide. Some P500 million would be ear- 
‘marked for the purchase and distribution of in- 
puts such as seeds and fertilizers. 

* Panganiban said the scheduled repair of these 
facilities had been postponed for more than one 
year due to slow disbursement of funds. 


R GOINGS-ON 


Filshutters turns 33 

FILIPINAS SHUTTERS INC., the country’s largest 
manufacturer of roll-up shutters and steel flush 
doors is introducing new overhead coling /shutter 
{oor designs to mark its 33rd year in the business. 

< Called the Eco-Shutters and the Metalite Flush 
‘oor, the designs will be introduced at the World- 
bex 2006. 

1 The new products are the company's answer 


Jetro 


Japanese investors’ business con- 
fidence in the Philippines had im- 
proved slightly in February to-0.4 
from -1.4 the previous month, 
‘The improvement was noted de- 
spite an overall decline in business 
confidence in the region, 
data 
Japanese companies and affili- 
ates doing business in the Philip- 
pines have given the country a 
negative diffusion index rating in 


the past 10 months. 

‘Aso, the report said business sen- 
timent on the country in the next 
two or three months might drop 
substantially toa rating of 4.4. 

The report did not mention the 
political turmoil that happened in 
the last week of February, probably 
because the survey was completed 
earlier in the month. 

Further, Jetro said the overall 
sentiment on the original mem- 


showed that domestic demand. 
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Instant ID cards with Javelin — a surefire business 

opportunity because every school... business... bank... 
government offica...club... social organization. 
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bers of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations—including 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Singapore—declined in February 
“as these countries struggled to 
cope with rising interest rates and 
inflation, as well as the weakening 


‘The aim of the survey is to pro- 
vide up-to-date information on busi- 
ness conditions in Asian economies 
to help companies develop more ef- 
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fective business strategies. 

Jetra polls the companies to mea- 
sure year-on-year changes in their 
business outlooks for the current 
month and the next two or three 
‘months, The answers are expressed 
in DI, which is derived from the dif- 
ference between the ratio of positive 
and negative responses. 

Firms were asked to compare 
earnings prospects, supply and 
demand, inventory, sales prices 


and accounts receivable with the 
same period a year earlier. 5 

When Jetro started the monthly 
poll in June 2001, the Philippines. 
rated negative in first 10 months 
‘with the DI rating bottoming at neg 
ative 40.9 in December 2001 and 
peaking at 22.9 in September 2004. 

In the last 12 months, the 
Philippines posted a DI rating of 
1.9 in January 2005 and hit a low 
of-8.6 last June. 
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THE POSSIBILITIES ARE INFINITE FU ITSU 


Fujitsu recommends Windows® XP Professional. 


“The thin and ight LifeBook S6240 brings vnovaive mulinete features expending the 
possibilis yu wirloss word, Eryoy unnterupted web browsing atthe renciost Wi 
hotspot watch your lavoura TV programs wi the integrated TV tuner; watness csp ear 
iragar on the 13.3 XGA TFT display. All these and mor, al less tran 1.7kg." 

* th wap sanr ton 


to the growing demand for more economical, ter- 
Thite-free and sturdy flush door. During the event, 
other products will be featured. These are the UL 
Classified (10 C Rated) steel flush door, the FS! 
Bullet Stopper Door and the Classic Shutters. 


Employers’ conference 


E EMPLOYERS CONFEDERATION of the 
Philippines will hold the 27th National Confer- 
ence of Employers on May 22 and 23, 2006, at 
the Manila Hote 
“his year's conference adopted the theme, 
“survive, Compete, Succeed.” i £ 
‘The conference organizing committee this year È- spao Wyman 
ig headed by Cesar Mario 0. Mamon, chair and peaaos price j 
President of Enchanted Kingdom. 


WolfPac names prexy, CEO 


WOLFPAC MOBILE INC., the mobile applications 
developer and content provider arm of Smart 
Communications Inc., recently named Ray C. Es- 
finosa as its president and chlef executive officer. 
Also, WoltPac co-founder Rayna Lyn De- 
rinerre-Rloxas was appointed chief operating officer. 
+ Espinosa is also the concurrent president and 
GEO of ePLOT Inc. (ePLOT), the wholly-owned 


LifeBook C1321 


‘Desgnea ior vanie-consocus professionals, the LifeBook C1321 foalrrs the 
next generalion hiel CentrinoR Mobie Technology and iniaR PRONVires 
2200BG network connection to mest the demands of modern users. integrated 
Inte Graphics Macia Accelerator 900 with DVM 3.0 enables briliant 
graphics whilo an oxoelent battery ife of up to 4 hours allows mobie 
professionals to work without intemuption. Expenence grenler productivly 

at a competive price. 


LifeBook P7120 


The LileBook P7 120 is designed to impress win exveme parity, Secutly and battery 
Ho, At a yevily-daying waght ot 1.38kg", tis compact personal companion retains el the 
multmedia features ofits predecessor, the LileBook P7010, except tha it faunts an even 
simmer sinouelto, seamlessly mergng sive vath productivity as never balore. 


ICT subsidiary of Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Company. Prior to joining PLOT in 2000, 
Espinosa was a law partner in SyCip Salazar Her- 
‘iandez & Gatmaitan. 


Bridge program lauded 


THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE and 
Industry pralsed the President’ Bridge Program, 
Which has so far constructed 1,213 permanent 
‘modular steel bridges throughout the country, for 
promoting economic growth in the countryside, 

* PCC! president Donald Dee sald that because 
ithe bridge-buliding program, more Filipinos, 
especialy those in the countryside, have gained 
ready access to farm-to-market roads. 

‘Dee said the bridge program complemented 
the Strong Republic Nautical Highways, and, if 
property implemented and maintained, would In- 
Crease economic activities in the country 

“The President's Bridge Program Is financed by a 
Grant from the government ofthe United King- 
dom. Consistent with a UK-Phillppines protocol, 
British bridge construction firm Mabey and John- 
son was designated the sole supplier of stoel 
bridge materials for PBP. Mabey and Johnson 1s 
the only British company that manufactures 
pre-fabricated panel style permanent steel bridges, 
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WASHINGTON—THE GLOBAL ECONOMY HAS 
accelerated sharply again this year, according to 
‘worldwide business surveys, which show many 
sectors in their best shape for several years. 

‘The fresh surge in activity at manufactur- 
ing and service sector companies in the Unit- 
ed States, Europe and Asia will only solidify 
plans by the world’s major central banks to 
further tighten credit conditions to head off 
inflation, economists sai 

Compilations of monthly national surveys 
of some 10,000 businesses around the globe 
show the world’s private sector economy at 
large expanded output in February at its 
fastest rate since mid-2004. 

“February saw a broad-based, rapid global 
expansion,” said David Hensley, director of 
global economics coordination at JP Morgan, 
adding the surveys were consistent with an 
acceleration in annualized world gross do- 
mestic product growth to 4 percent from 
about 3 percent in the final months of 2005. 

‘The rebound among euro zone firms was 
most remarkable, with the region’s long- 
struggling servite sector growing at its fastest 
pace since the peak of the worldwide infor- 
mation technology boom in 2000. 

Indicators of growth in new orders and hir- 
ing worldwide also picked up again last 
month, while elevated input price gauges 
eased a touch as energy costs leveled off. 

‘A global index of private-sector output, 
compiled by JP Morgan from the national 
surveys of factory and service firms, jumped 
1.7 points in February to a 19-month high of 
58.3. A reading above 50 shows business is 
expanding. 

The new orders index climbed to 57.1 from 
56.4 in January, while high input price 
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Businesses thriving, banks on alert, surveys say 


growth moderated to 62.4 from 62.8. 

Buta leap of nearly three points in the glob- 
al employment index to 54.4 was seen as the 
most encouraging sign of how sustainable the 
overall global economic expansion might be. 

‘The latest survey data come a day after the 
European Central Bank raised interest rates on 
Thursday for the second time in three months to 
a three-year high of 2.5 percent and signaled 
further credit tightening was likely. 

Speculation is also intense the Bank of 
Japan will, as soon as this month, end years of 
a super-easy monetary policy of pumping ex- 
cess cash into its banking system as a way of 
pinning market interest rates close to zero. 

Expectations are also high that further inter- 
est rises are due from the US Federal Reserve 
despite 14 consecutive Fed rate hikes that have 
brought official US interest rates to 4.5 percent 
from 1.0 percent in just over 18 months. 

Friday's surveys showed growth in euro zone 
services jumped to its highest level in over five 
years, buoyed by rising demand which encour- 
aged firms to expand their labor forces. 

Firms in the big four euro nations—Ger- 
many, France, Italy and Spain—took on more 
staff, helping to push the euro zone employ- 
ment index to 53.1, its highest since July 
2001. 

“It shows quite clearly that Europe is ben- 
efiting from strong global demand, and 
there are now signs that maybe this is going 
to spill over into domestic demand,” said 
Dario Perkins, an economist at ABN Amro in 
London. 

Demand climbed at a faster rate and back- 
logs of work continued to rise in the service 
sector, which accounts for two thirds of the 
economy of the 12-nation euro bloc. Reuters 
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ther interest rate rises in the United States 
and euro zone, investors will find out this 
week whether Japan is ready to bite the bullet 
and start phasing out its super-loose mone- 
tary policy. 

‘The Bank of Japan concludes a two-day 
meeting on March 9, a day before monthly US 
payrolls data—a key health check for the 
world’s biggest economy. 

1n the euro zone, German factory orders and 
industrial production data will be scrutinized to 
see whether upbeat sentiment surveys are 
spilling into hard economic numbers. 

‘Speculation of an early end to Japan's ul- 
tra-easy monetary policy has grown amid 
signs the country is emerging from seven 
years of deflation. 

“The big question is when Japan will start 
to dismantle its quantitative easing policy.” 
said Philip Shaw, chief economist at Investec. 

Benchmark Japanese bond yields hit 19- 
month highs on Friday after data showed cón- 
sumer prices rose in January for a third 
straight month. 

Japanese news agency Jiji reported on Fri- 
day that a majority of Bank of Japan policy- 
makers were now ready to accept an end to 
the current policy of flooding the banking sys- 
tem with liquidity. 

Euro zone bond yields have also risen 
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sharply in recent days as robust data and 
hawkish comments from the European Cen- 
tral Bank have fueled speculation interest 
rates in the 12-nation bloc will rise faster than 
originally thought. 

‘The ECB's decision to raise rates to 2.5 per- 
cent this week surprised no one, but the tone 
of its commentary left investors believing bor- 
rowing costs would head up faster than previ- 
ously expected. 

“The collective denial on the euro zone eco- 
nomic recovery is belatedly challenged as mar- 
kets and forecasters finally wake up to reality,” 
said Ken Wattret, economist at BNP Paribas. 

German business sentiment as measured 
by the Ifo institute rose to its highest level in 
more than 14 years in February, but recent 
official numbers have been more subdued. 

‘Against this background, German factory 
orders data on Tuesday and industrial pro- 
duction figures on Thursday could be crucial 
in shaping interest rate expectations. 

“The strong rise in the Ifo business cli- 
mate still has to be reflected in the real data, 
but after two weak months, German factory 
orders and industrial production are ex- 
pected to rebound strongly,” said Jan Poser, 
economist at Sarasin. 

Analysts polled by Reuters forecast Ger- 
man industry orders rose 1.4 percent in Jan- 
uary after a fall of 1.6 percent in December. 


{rote 
lomom igoa 


MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006 


Is Japan ready for shift in monetary policy? 


Industrial production is forecast to have risen 
1.1 percent for the same month after falling 
0.5 percent in December. 

“The monthly US payrolls report next Friday 
is expected to show the US economy generat- 
ed 200,000 new jobs in February, after a gain 
of 193,000 in January. 

If initial claims and the jobs component of 
the latest US consumer confidence survey are 
anything to go by, the payrolls gain could be 
bigger than the market currently expects, said 
Sarasin’s Poser. 

‘The US central bank has raised short-term 
interest rates 14 times in a little over 18 
‘months and money markets reckon the bank 
will continue raising rates to 5 percent by the 
middle of the year. 

‘The Bank of England also meets next week 
but is widely expected to leave rates on hold 
at 4.5 percent. 

Many analysts expect the next move in UK 
rates will be down, although recent figures 
pointing to a recovery in the housing market 
have muddled the picture. 

Oil prices are also likely to be focus for mar- 
kets this week as concerns simmer over Iran's 
nuclear programme and attacks on Nigeria's 
oil industry. 

Opec is widely expected to agree to conti 
ue pumping oil at near full throttle at a mid- 
week gathering. Reuters 


mamu tmu 


| restr 
Sam 
iow 


"atin ten 


[ssn eL | at BE 


= oe 


(een 
BS 


mome coise pigen isma 3 


[atoa 
Sapeva 
ey 
Taser Fiya 


|ua 


[roar 
tame 
mom “iy lrortre 
EREE Ba owt 


stig | 


2am. i 


hem 


estos | 
ee) 
jenna | 


yee 
{ga 


‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


jv 


I 
(i G 


| Forte 


she 


Elin 
scissor 
sonnei 


js | pigeg ioe 


|x| Soe 


a] 
e an 


MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


STRUGGLING MARKET 
Wall Street wobbles amid interest-rate outlook 


NEW YORK—WALL STREET IS SEARCHING 
for direction in the face of data suggesting an 
acceleration of US economic growth, a situa- 
tion likely to mean higher interest rates than 
anticipated, say analysts. 

The market closed out a mixed week Fri- 
day, with the blue-chip Dow Jones Industrial 
‘Average losing 0.36 percent over the five days 
to 11,021.59. 

‘The broad-market Standard and Poor's 500 
index dipped 0.17 percent for the week to 
1,287.23 but the tech-heavy Nasdaq compos- 
ite index rose 0.68 percent to 2,302.60. 

‘The market has been struggling, alternat- 
ing rallies with losing sessions, as investors 
positioned in the face of apparently strong 
economic data including surveys showing 
healthy factory activity and services. 

Analysts say the data cut both ways—keep- 
ing growth on track but also encouraging the 
‘Federal Reserve to lift interest rates to a point 
where it could crimp profits and choke off 
économic activity. 

* Deutsche Bank economists said they see a 
4% and 5” scenario for the economy—eco- 
nomic growth at a 5-percent pace that leads 
to a S-percent federal funds rate, up from the 
current level of 4.5 percent. 
= “The data this week still suggest to us that 
GDP will grow 5.0 percent in the first quarter 
hd that the Fed will reach 5.0 percent on fed 
funds in May,” they wrote. 

"Despite the good news on core inflation, 


the overall strength of the economy in the 
near term is likely to be impressive enough 
that the Fed will want to take out additional 
insurance against an overshooting of sustain- 
able levels of resource utilization.” 

Lehman Brothers economist Ethan Harris 
sees an even more robust economic picture 
and that this is likely to be confirmed with Fri- 
day's report on February US job growth, 
which he pegs at 250,000 or greater. 

Other analysts say the economic data may 
be giving false signals, with warm weather in 
January boosting activity, and worry that the 
Fed under new chairman Ben Bernanke may 
be too aggressive in attacking inflation 

“Our concern we have about the economy 
is that the Federal Reserve may overdo tight- 
ening,” said Wachovia Securities strategist 
Rod Smyth. 

‘Smyth said Bemanke “is likely to err on the 
side of tightening in order to establish his infla- 
tion-fighting credentials with financial markets.” 

‘The analyst added that because of the lag 
time of the impact of rate hikes of a year or 
more, "the chances have increased for a policy 
mistake by the Fed ... We believe consumers 
will succumb to a slowdown in the housing 
market and thus additional tightening in the 
next few months may ultimately lead to a 
sharper economic retrenchment.” Merrill 
Lynch chief investment officer Bob Doll said 
that he sees a slowdown later this year to bring 
overall growth to around 3 percent. AFP 


A GROUP of college students from vocational schools 
give a shout during a joint pep ceremony to launch their job-hunting at Tokyo's Hibiya 

Park, About 3,000 students gathered for the ceremony as Japan's unemployment rate for 
the 2005 showed the third straight year of improvement for the Japanese labor market. ae 


Tokyo and Osaka, western Japan, 


Market needs more oil, US says 


SWASHINGTON—US ENERGY SECRETARY 
“Sam Bodman said on Friday he believes Opec 
‘bas a sense that with current high oil prices, 
‘markets need more, not less, crude oil from the 
Janel. 
~ In a briefing with reporters, Bodman said 
‘he did not know what Opec ministers will de- 
‘cide about production levels when they meet 
‘this week. 
^ But after meeting last week with Opec Pres- 
ident Edmund Daukoru, Bodman said “their 
‘sense was that with the prices that we're look- 
Jng at, the market is going to need more 
rather than less oil.” 

Bodman said there are no signs the global 
economy is “suffering in any major way” due 
‘tp oil costs. A 

Daukoru, also Nigeria's petroleum minis- 
«ter, did not offer assurances on how Nigeria 
will protect its oil facilities from future mili- 
tant attacks, Bodman said, 

“| didn't ask for any—he didn't give me 


any,” Bodman told reporters during an hour- 
Jong briefing on various energy issues. 

‘On another matter, Bodman said he planned 
to ask major oil companies why their retail sta- 
tions are not installing more pumps that offer 
gasoline made from 85 percent ethanol. 

He said if the companies won't make an ef- 
fort o install the ethanol pumps, there would 
a “more aggressive response” from the gov- 
ernment on the matter. 

Bodman also said he was not worried about 
Venezuela's threats to cut shipments of crude 
oil and refined petroleum produets to the US 
market. 

Separately, Bodman said the Bush adminis- 
tration now sees problems with creating sepa- 
rate US gasoline and natural gas emergency 
stockpiles and that idea has become less of a 
priority with the administration. 

Bodman also said the administration has 
no plans to raise taxes on gasoline or other 
forms of energy. Reuters 
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Program Overview 
For owners, entrepreneurs managers, senior finance 
officers of small, medium enterprises (SMEs). This 
course aims to provide part 
for analyzing the enterprise's financial performance, 
managing enterprise funds and financial planning 


Course Coverage 
Learning the basic tools for: 


+ Financial Analysis 
* Funds Flow Analysis 


Managing Enterprise Funds 

* Working Capital Management 

+ Financial Forecasting 

+ Estimating Financial Requirements 


Managing Cost & Profit 
* Cost-Volume Analysis 
+ Product Line Analysis 

+ Break-even Analysis 


Financial Planning and Budgeting 
* Master Budgeting 
+ Operating Budget 


ipants the basic tools 


Analyzing Enterprise Financial Performance 
+ Understanding and Constructing Financial 


For inquiries and reservation, Ms. Luvy Villanueva / Ms. Amy Reyes 
Tel + 632 892-4011 to 25 ext. 187, 252, 356, 332; Telefax + 632 813-3302 
Email: ace@aim.edu; hillanueva@aim.edu 


Eugenio Lopez Foundation Building. Joseph R. McMicking Campus 
123 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 1260 Philippines 
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ADVANCED ENTREPRENEURIAL FINANCE™ 
GROWING THE ENTERPRISE 
MAY 30- JUNE 2, 2006 


Program Overview 

For owners entrepreneurs, managers senior finance 
officers of small, medium enterprises (SMEs). This 
course aims to enable participants to organize and 
align the finance functions and strategies towards 
greater growth and assured sustainability of the 
enterprise. 


Course Coverage 
Learning the intricacies and relationship of: 


Financial and Business Direction 

* Finance Functions 

+ Linking Policies and Strategies 

* Assessing Financial Performance 

* Pursuing Growth and Sustainability 


Investment and Growth 

* Translating Strategies to Investments 
+ Analyzing Investment Options 

* Assessing Business Risk 


Finance and Stability 

* Matching Financing to Investments 
+ Structuring Capital Requirements 

- Assessing Financial Risk 


Control and Performance Steering 

* Analyzing Information Needs 

* Setting up Management Control System 
* Business Game 
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Time to take your rightful place 
in the corporate world! 
On March 6 & 7, Inquirer's Job Market 


US farm groups urge caps 
on developing nations 


will host the year's first 
JOBZ: Employment Expo 
at the Glorietta Activity Center. 
As always, some of the country’s top 


JASHINGTON—DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

ith export sectors that compete with US farm 
‘goods should be subject to certain restrictions 
‘as part of any global trade agreement to re- 
‘duce farm subsidies, US farm groups said. 
Ze In a letter dated Feb. 28 to US Trade Repre- 
‘sentative Rob Portman and Agriculture Secre- 
‘ay Mike Johanns, commodities groups 
Warned they would not be able to support any 
“deal that expected them to accept program 
“euts but did not include curbs for less devel- 
‘pped countries where farm trade is booming. 
7 “Our producers will find it difficult to support 
final WTO agreement that requires substan- 
‘tal reductions in trade-distorting domestic sup- 
‘port for US farmers while allowing our largest 
‘and fastest-growing competitors in the world to 
‘continue or further stimulate their competitive 
‘export sectors,” the letter said. 
+ Farm groups have been worried about 
‘Brazil in particular. 

While still classed under world trade rules as a 
-developing country its agriculture sector is boom- 
ing and exports uf soybeans and soe grai 


growing competitive threat to US producers. 

Disciplines should be applied to commodi- 
«ties sectors in developing countries which 
have a share of 5 percent or more of world 
trade for commodities and semi-processed 
produets, the letter said. 

Negotiators from the United States, the Euro- 
pean Union, Australia, Japan, Brazil and India 
have been meeting to prepare the way for a key 
ministerial gathering on March 10 in London. 

‘That meeting could prove crucial to 
whether the full 149-state World Trade Orga- 
nization meets its target of a draft deal by the 
end of April on freeing up farm trade, 

‘Talks among WTO member countries have 
made only fitful progress in the 4-1/2 years 
since the so-called Doha round was launched 
to negotiate a deal that would throw open 
markets for farm, industrial and services 
products around the world, with the aim of 
boosting the world economy and lifting mil- 
lions out of poverty. 

‘Agriculture has been a particular stumbling 
block. Reuters 
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For more details, visit us at 
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Inquirer Classified Ads Branch. 
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corporations will participate in this 
two-day job fair in the search for eager 
and qualified applicants. 


Ri 


QUEZON CITY: 
STATON MDG, 
EVI AROA BD, 
umoa 
prr 

A mizon, 


To all job seekers and career shifters, 
we hope to see you there! 
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Economic hits, ana misses, === 


and services produced and performed including income from 
abroad, including remittances from Filipino workers) of the past 


(and present) administrations during the past 20 years are quite 
of the pas tal 


Corazon Aquino (1986-1991) 4.428 percent 


Fidel V. Ramos (1992-1997) 4.391 percent 
By Margie Quimpo-Espino’ as measured by the gross na; @ Began the liberalization Aquino administration t BAT 
tional product, performed on ofthe peso F Joseph Estrada (1998-2000) 

HIS ARTICLE WAS. theaverageduringeachadmin- “pap Cory Aquino hits oe en Coe nae : 
meanttobepartof tioa of the past two isses e Restorationofdemocracy Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (2001-2005) - 4.96 percent 

the celebration of 2*0 pen r nished liberalization © Reduction of povery 

el of telecom and shipping A 

the 20th anniversary of Cayetano Paderanga © No energy alternatives Misses 
the Edsa People Power Former National Economic put in place after the Bataan @ Lost opportunities—not © Monetary and fiscal poli- Gloria 
Revolution, Overtaken andPlanningsecetary FR Nuclear, Powe: Plant was committedtodebtreducton ciesofNedawerenotfollowed Macapagal Arroyo 
by events the past week, administration = Fi i i a 

; 5 : i A A r idel Ramos hits joseph Estrada hits pi 
we still deem it relevant Cory Aquinohits Fidel Ramos hits ç Josep! hits 


© No coup attempts during © Monetary policy became 
to feature. © Recovery from a deep re- © Regaining international his time but" extremely gentle rational > Bai ei 


We asked two economists cession respect and credibility had pro- with coup participants". e "The Central Bank did not 204, more jobs, employment, 
wine asked ome Ruonomie © Resumption of industrial found economic benefits, dis- e Significant poverty reduc- attempt to push things up by srowth 
Planning Secretaries to assess Testructuring; reforms tinct from economicrecovery tion using the interest rate.” Misses 
‘what, to their minds, were the @ Reorganization of govern- Trade investments and co- r, 4 2 
economic policy hits and miss- Ment Ren operation restarted Misses Misses A Not able to unify the na- 
es of the past 20 years. Resumption of official de- = © Too much hype © Poverty increased e 

Sie ake provided a small velopment assistance avail- Solita Monsod © ‘Extremely gentle with © Absolute employment de- “Although I did not vote 


summary of how the economy, ments Former Neda secretary, coup participants creased ee palke maligned 
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DR. THOMAS ENDERS, CEO of EADS in Singapore. 


Security is big 


business ` 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao bus (airplanes), Eurocopter (civil he- 
licopters), Eurofighter (military heli- 
SINGAPORE—THESEPT. 11 TER- copters), A400M (turboprop 
rorist attack on the United States planes), Meteor (missile), Galileo 
has made security a top priority (satellite) and Ariane (launcher). 
across the continents, With its place in Europe intact, 

Because of the growing feeling EADS has decided to challenge ri- 
of vulnerability, governments vals, particularly from the United 
with means have stepped up their States, for a big chunk of the 
purchases of the latest in defense growing Asian market. 
equipment, such as military One of the factors that will fuel 
planes, helicopters, missiles, that growth is demand for new se- 
guns, ‘communications gadgets curity equipment by China, India, 
and ships for border patrols. Korea and Russia, Enders said. 

‘Asia is no exception, as it is also He added that EADS would po- 
plagued by internal and cross-border sition itself in the market by en- 
conflict, thus, presents an immense tering into joint ventures and co- 
‘market for companies in the multi- operation within the region, as 
billion dollar defense industry such well as through acquisitions. 
as European Aeronautic Defence “We want to intensify our glob- 
and Space Co, Europes premier al reach into other markets,” En- 
aerospace and defense company. ders said. 

EADS co-chief executive offi- Christian Duhain, head of 
cer Thomas Enders said in a re- EADS’ marketing arm, said enter- 
cent briefing here that he expect- ing new markets would entail an 
ed sales in Asia to account for 20 increased presence by EADS in 
percent of total turnover by 2009 the region, although it already 
and 30 percent of EADS’ total rev- has offices and subsidiaries in 
enues by 2015, from just 15.5 Singapore, Australia, China, In- 
percent in 2004, as EADS concen- dia, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, 
trates on markets outside its Thailand, Taiwan and Vietnam. 
ieee o ies the Inspiration takes a playful twist as crafted leather-inspired accents fuse with contemporary materials in a swivel 
Aerospatiale Matra S.A. (France), EADS had a chance to do that design that makes heads turn. Express your creative nature with the 1.3 Megapixel camera with 8x zoom using 
Construcciones Aeronauticas S.A. when it participated in the recent- the dedicated camera key. Keep swinging with video ring tones and be enthralled by the stereo speakers with 
(Spain) and Daimler-Chrysler ly concluded Asian Aerospace a í 
Naap AG (Gamay) p St array RES 30 sound effects. Bluetooth™ Technology, integrated FM radio and the dynamic 2° display are just the start of its 

“Thealliance made EADS thelead- the biggest foreign exhibitor—an- many features. Enjoy a new spin on artistry and technology in Warm amber and Coffee brown. The Nokia 7370. 
ing defense and aerospace company other way of showing Asia what 
in Europe, with brands such as Air- the Europeans are made of. 
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Philam Plans celebrates 
the victory of its mission 


ON MARCH 6, 2006, INDUSTRY LEADER 
Philam Plans, Inc. celebrates another year of 
saving dreams, memories and children's fu- 
ture, by hosting a business conference and 
Awards Night for its sales heroes, champions 
and legends. This will be kicked-off by a 
business conference in the morning featur- 
ing celebrities Dra. Josette Talamera Biyo as 
guest speaker, and Vince and Patricia Hizon 
as Ambassadors of Philam. Dra. Biyo is a 
multi-awarded Filipino that has a minor planet 
named after her, an honor bestowed to her by 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Boston for her exemplary achievements as an 
educator. Vince and Patricia Hizon recently 
signed up as Ambassadors of Philam, special 
planholders who endorse the value of educa- 
tion and the discipline to save up forthe future. 

‘The evening will host the awarding cere- 
monies in a cocktail-dinner program. The 
next day will see the awardees off to Palawan 


for their Bakasyon Grande, part of the re- 
wards for the sales efforts of the agents. 

Philam Plans, Inc. ends year 2005 as the 
most trusted preneed company for the 4th 
straight year while sustaining its pension lead- 
ership for the 6 th straight year and its top edu- 
cation position for the 2nd consecutive year. It 
bears the highest and most liquid trust fund 
level at more than P19B as of December 2005 
with 97% of it invested in government securi- 
ties, cash and its equivalents. Its trust fund has 
grown by 40% in the past two years with its 
current level able to pay for the company's 
planholder obligations until the year 2013. 
Philam Plans, Inc. is an affiliate of the country's 
leading insurance provider, Philamlife and the 
‘world’ leader in financial services, American 
International Group. If you wish to know more 
about Philam Plans and how it can better se- 
cure your future, please contact Philam Plans 
Call Center at 528-5200. 
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JJ CARWASH CAFE CELEBRATES 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

J) Carwash Cafe recently celebrated its first 
year anniversary, present are Vice Mayor 
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Getting ready for the hot season 
with exciting new cool desserts 


THESE DAYS WAKING UP IN 
the morning, you'll realize that 
the cool breeze is slowly fading 
out and is replaced by that fa- 
miliar feeling which hints that 
summer is just around the cor- 
ner. How you crave for some- 
thing icy and sweet to sate your 
cravings and to dampen the city 
heat. You start to year for things 
and food to refresh you day in 
and day out. Well, its too early to 
hit the beaches yet but you can 
already cool it off in your favorite 
destination - Jollibee! 

You don't have to wait for 
summer to finally settle in for 
you to enjoy the fruits of the 
season. Everyday could be a 
sweet and delicious dessert 
feast as Jollibee introduces the 
new Tutti Frutti Jolly Krunchy 
Twirl and Butter Ball Jolly 


Krunchy Twirl, which come at 
an affordable price of only P12, 
as the addition to its ever-gro 
ing Jolly Zerts lineup. Get into 
sweet oblivion with the creamy 
vanilla soft serve dipped in Tutti 
Frutti flavored coating, sprin- 
ked with puffed rice. Or, de- 
light into this cool dessert of de- 
licious vanilla with a crunchy 
Butter Ball coating. 

Go to your nearest Jollibee 
store and try the new Jolly Zerts 
that are enjoyably fun to eat to- 


Arnold Vicencio and Jacinto Gan Jr. 


Power plays 


BUSINESSWORLD COLUMNIST AND HIGHLY 
respected corporate executive Antonio R. Sam- 
son dishes out sage advice on how to survive the 
corporate jungle in his latest book, POWER 
PLAYS: Notes from the Corporate Bench. With 
characteristic wit and humor, Samson takes on 
all the phases of corporate life, from getting 
hired and making oneself comfortable, to 
climbing the organizational ladder, and finally, 
being the master of all one surveys. Behind the 
laughter lies some of the most practical advice 
ever written on office politics and business 
‘management. “I am often suspected of being a 
corporate politician of the first order,” Samson 
writes. “If 1 confess to using this accumulated 

1 knowledge of corporate politics. . itis only for 
defensive purposes. Only the will to keep my 
signing authority and comer office drives my 
political agenda.” Power Plays includes many of 
the Fence Sitter columns that are now regarded 
as classics, such as mastering the art of verbal 
aikido, managing contrarians, understanding 
the excuse culture, and conducting a psycholog- 
ical evaluation while ordering in a restaurant or 
doing karaoke. For more information, contact: 
finnegan james.media@gmail.com “Finnegan- 
James Media. Everyone's an author” 
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TCL Sun Inc. rises 
to bid for TV market 
leadership 


IN WHAT CAN BE DESCRIBED AS ACHIEVING 
a phenomenal growth in the Philippines during 
the last five years, TCL has entered the elite cir- 
cle of the country’s top and leading performers 
in the TV market for year 2005. It is the only 
non-Japanese brand to have joined the ranks, 
achieving over 90% growth of its own target 
and close to 40% growth vis-à-vis the previous 
year. 

Most businesses experienced tough times 
and rough sailings last year, with the tv indus- 
try in particular registering negative growth 
compared to 2004. Yet TCL survived the year 
with flying colors by simply focusing on its 
own sales and marketing strategies, strength- 
ening further its dealer network's’ confidence 
and Filipino consumers’ acceptance. 

Obviously, efforts made in recent years 
have paid off for this China brand which is 

ecoming to be the “new favorite’ among 
Philippine households. TCL takes pride in its 
tv's unique functions and innovative features, 
It has vigorously launched an aggressive 
stance of "No to Mono" campaign in its adver, 
tising because all TCL television sets bein; 
sold in the market are stereo models, ranging 
from 14-inch to 34-inch models. 

In September 2004, TCL top officials met 
visiting Philippine President Gloria Macapa- 
gal Arroyo in Beijing and briefed her on the 
major achievements that TCL has made in re- 
cent years. TCL Overseas SBU President Dr 
Terry Yi informed the Philippine President 
that the country's strategic geographical loca- 
tion has given way for TCL Corporation to set 
the Philippines as the company's color tv man- 
uufacturing base for export to the United 
States - a significant development which 
could enhance TCL’s presence as a major 
player while helping boost business and the 
‘economy, locally. 

TCL has made moves to create a world- 
lass corporation with international competi- 
tiveness, a far cry from a small enterprise that 
it was twenty two years ago. It made bold 
strides towards overseas a few years back 
when China's economy was emerging, at- 
tracting global focus and attention. It is inter- 
esting to note that TCL has become China's 
most successful producer and provider of 
electronic products and is considered the pre- 
sent global leader of the tv industry. 

At the rate TCL is catching up fast, it will 
not be long before "My New favorite” becomes 
< D a by-word among Filipino households, The 
- aes brand's very encouraging sales performance 
Geta chance to be one of the 60 h on the fist month of 2006 is an indication of 

wthintenl toner =I how exciting are the days ahead for TCL in the 

ate number qualifying you for Philippines. 
os It is not a remote possibility then that TCL's 
goal of clinching market leadership may turn 
into a solid reality sooner the brand can ex- 
pect. So long as it plays its cards right, that vi- 
sion, that feat - will be as certain as the sun 
rises in the East every morning, 
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By Raquel P Gomez 


‘THE CREDIT CARD ASSOCIATION OF 
the Philippines is currently looking at a 
maturing credit card industry, with card- 
holders’ attitude toward credit card use 
changing. 

‘According to Chut Santiago, Chair- 
man of CCAR more credit cardholders 
are now realizing the value of the credit 
card as a tool for convenience rather 
than as an easy source of borrowing. 

Santiago said, in the past, people 
would grab every card offered to them 
and they would often fall into the cycle 
of never-ending debt trap. But now card- 
holders, particularly the long time users, 
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are becoming wiser with credit card use. 
“More people are now realizing the 
value and the true purpose of the credit 
card. Among long time users of cards, 
the attitude has changed. You see people 
rationalizing their card ownership; 
while in the past people would just grab 
every opportunity to have as many cards 
as they have. People now are using it for 
its intrinsic value of offering conve- 
rience, a payment tool that makes life 
easier compared to just using the tradi- 
tional modes of cash and checks.” 
‘There are now 4.6 million credit cards 
in circulation in the country, which is a 


en 


arcs 
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reflection of a respected 20 percent 
growth for the credit card market. Santi- 
ago said the industry has more room to 
grow for cardholders base. 

Credit card transactions online is also 
gaining ground with more banks setting 
up their own websites and merchants ac- 
cepting credit cards online. Santiago 
said some banks in fact now have an on- 
line credit card. 

The CCAP was established in 1980 
with the objective of maintaining closer 
cooperation among credit card compa- 
nies and to foster fellowship in the at- 
tainment of mutual and common inter- 


Every P1,000 purchase entitles you to one raffle entry. The more entries, the more chances to win. 
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ests. It now has 15 3 
member creditcard i- Fe “Se 
suers. 

‘Among the major con- 
tributions of CCAP to- 
wards promoting credit 
responsibility and security 
was the sponsorship of a bill 
that regulates the credit card 
industry. In 1998, Republic 
Act No. 8484, known as The 
Access Device Regularization 
Act for fraud protection and con- 
trol, was passed. 

Santiago said the CCAP is currently 


‘working on further strengthening RA 8484 
in order to more effectively apprehend and 


FINANCIAL B24 


Only from the credit cards that can 


Ta 


8 


PETRON 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


PGA Cars, Inc. 


Family Sovings Bank broneh or Expeass Banking Cantor ne aigi 


To npply for a BPI Exprass Crodit Cord, visit any BPI or BPI 
Jou ar cali 89-100 or fog on to wevebplexprexsoniine.com. 


“ketal unit may vary trom photo. 


From page B2-3 


Ry, 


MANUELG. 
Santiago, Jr. CCAP 
Chairman 


CCAP EXCOM 


penalize those who commit credit card fraud. 

Santiago advises cardholders to keep their 
cards always secu 

“The association is in a concerted effort to 
‘educate and inform credit cardholders about 
the proper use of credit cards and how to pro- 
tect their cards from fraud. Apart from this 
public circulation of information, each mem- 
ber bank is undertaking its own efforts to im- 
prove security in credit card use.” 

‘The CCAP has been working closely with the 
Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) for healthy 
regulation ofthe credit card industry. 

‘As required, CCAP members regularly report 
bad accounts to a central database maintained 


and managed by the BSP Member banks can 
access this database to ensure the.industry re- 
mains robust and will extend credit only to 
people who can responsibly handle credit. The 
central information database has helped the in- 
dustry police its own ranks, reducing credit 
losses due to bad cards, 

For its 25th year anniversary, the CCAP 
will put importance on its campaign toward 
credit responsibility and financial empower- 
ment. s 

Santiago said itis high time that the indus- 
try reminds people about proper manage- 
ment of their credit card accounts. 

“For people to be able to get the full value 


‘Shown are (from left) Jose A. Nuñez Jr. (SB Cards), advisory council; Claire Ann T. Yap 
(HSBC), treasurer; Alex G. Ilagan (Eastwest Bank), second vice-president; Rolando C. 
Tanchanco (Banco de Oro), president; Manuel G. Santiago, Jr. (Union Bank), chairman of 
the board; Jenny Z, Lacerna (Citibank), secretary and Elizabeth L. Legarda (Bankard), 


advisory council. 
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and full convenience of a credit card, they 
need to be equally responsible for it. Only by 
taking responsibility over one’s credit will one 
enjoy the benefits of true financial empower- 
ment, This is why the CCAP is undertaking 
several educational programs for cardholders 
and merchants alike as empowerment begins 
with knowing and understanding. We will 
provide people with information so that they 
become more knowledgeable, feel more em- 
powered and take greater responsibility in 
‘managing their finances.” 

‘Santiago said people often fall into the trap 
of overspending and the habit is one of the 
risks of having a credit card. He advises credit 


cardholders to treat their cardsascash. $ 

“Spend when you know that there's some-¥ 
thing to spend on and you have the power to 
spend, With credit cards, in fact, it is easier to. 
keep track of spending because of the monthly 
statements cardholders receive each month, 
unlike when one uses cash.” 

“We'd often say you pay as much as you can 
with your cards, while the revolving facility is 
available. If you have extra cash you might as 
well pay off the entire obligation,” 

Santiago said a credit card is a convenient 
and useful tool to be able to get through emer-# 
gencies and still have enough time to recover“ 
from whatever spending you've made. 
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| Helpful tips from the Credit Card 
Association of the Philippines 
DID YOU KNOW THAT WHEN OTHER PEOPLE 


gethold of your card, they are more likely to use 
it within 48 hours? So call your credit card com- 


. . 
pany immediately and report the loss. 
When somebody else uses your card before 


you report it as lost or stolen, you may be re- 


= sponsible for the unauthorized purchases. 
Follow up your call with a letter providing 
ooke is good. ec 
thought your card was missing and the time 

you reported your missing card. 

Recent cases also indicate that majority of the 
victims of financial fraud disclosed personal in- 
formation and/or their Personal Identification 
Numbers to fraudsters-so be warned. 

Tewill bea good idea to ask your credit card 
company about rules or responsibilities gov- 
eming the use of your credit card. Different 
credit card companies have different rules 
with regard to unauthorized charges. 

Always keep your credit card safe and se- 
cure, Be careful about how and when you use 
your credit cards. Never lend them to anyone. 
Don't give your numbers to anybody and nev- 
er leave your cards or receipts lying around. 
Heeding a few simple rules can save you from 
being a victim of credit card fraud or theft. 

* Upon receipt of your credit card, immedi-{ 
ately sign the signature panel on the reverse} 
side of the card. 

* Keep a record of your card number, expi- 
ration date and contact numbers of your issu- 
ing bank for emergency cases such as the loss 
or theft of your card. 

* Report any unrecognized transaction in 
your billing statement. Keep a record of your 
transaction receipts and match them with 
your monthly credit card billing statements. 

* Stay alert while shopping. Regularly 
check the presence of your credit card in your 
wallet. Should you lose your card, call your 
bank immediately. 

* Make sure charge slips reflect the total 
amount of your purchases before, you sign 
them. Make line markings on the blank space 
above the total amount on charge slips to pre- 
vent changes. Never sign a blank stip. 

* Many website stores now accept credit 
card as payment. Transact only with trust- 
worthy and reliable websites. Beware of 
spoofed e-mails or what is called "Phish- 

and fraudulent websites designed to 
fool recipients into divulging personal fi- 
nancial data. 

* Call your issuing bank for any change in 
address and contact telephone numbers. This 
will enable them to reach you promptly 
should any incidents involving your credit 
card happen. 

* Call the credit card's Customer Service 
Hotlines for advice and assistance. 
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} Learn about the various credit card products 
aid how they work. 

‘There are various credit card products in the 
market, Ask the bank's representative or agent or 
customer service about the features of their credit 
card products so you may derive the most benefit. 
Each credit card will have their own offers on in- 
stallment, credit limits, rates and fees, perks and 
privileges, promotions, rewards, etc. It is best to 
compare the various credit cards in the market. 
Make sure that the credit card product will meet 
your needs and suit your lifestyle. 


Carefully read and understand the terms and 

P À conditions of your credit card agreement. 
Each credit card company will have their own 
terms and conditions. These cover credit limit, 
finance charges, foreign exchange rates, penal- 
ties and late charges, membership fees, install- 
ment financing payment due dates, cut off 
dates, how and where to pay, among others. Go 
over them carefully. Should you have questions, 
nass] you may ask a bank representative or call the 


customer hotline, The whole gamut of legal 
formation about the credit card product is writ- 
ten in the terms and conditions which may be 
found in the application form, the bank's card 
carriers and/or bank's statements. Once you sign 
or use your credit card, you are legally bound by 
these. 


Save a portion of your take- 
home pay for emergencies. 

Remember the story about the 
ant that stived for the rainy day? 
No need to elaborate on this one. 
‘Always practice setting aside a per- 
centage of your take-home pay to 
savings. Worry and headaches will 
be kept at bay if you know you 
have a little security in terms of 
savings inthe bank. 


ined in your spending and 
set a budget for your monthly needs, 
including credit card charges. 

Every household must ensure that 
their basic needs are met. These 
clude utilities, food and groceries, 
medicines, school-related expenses, 
mortgage or rent, car loan amortiza- 
tion, etc. Before splurging on the 

other luxuries, make sure that budget for these 
basic needs plus some savings in the bank are set 
aside. So when payday comes, you can pay for 
these needs and your credit charges without a 
hitch. 


i paying with your disposable cash. 
ofa), Establishments know the value of 
}, 4 shop windows and shelf arrange- 
Fu. {| ments, You go inside the stores and 
Katt gf stroll in the malls and everything 
seems beautiful. You come across a 


i 3j Use your credit card as if you were 


nice little pink dress on sale that seems to say "buy 
me now or tomorrow I won't be here” constantly. 
Well, don't give in to the hypnotic allure of shops, 
particularly during those weekend or midnight 
sales promotions or you'd end up coming home 
‘with a truckload of items you don't have any use for 
and will eventually clutter your storage. Be a sensi- 
ble shopper. Think before you buy: Don’t max out 
the limit of your card on things you don't really 


Ta Manage the monthly credit pay- 
ments and take on only what you 
can afford, 

$ À So you have several credit cards. 
You have all the credit card brands of 
different types. Cool! And you're us- 
ing them all. One credit card for this 
item and another card for that item. 
‘That's uncool. It will cause too much 
headache when all these credit cards 


send you notices demanding pay- 
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*| ment almost at the same time. When 
using your cards, be always guided 
by your fixed spending budget for 
the month, and you won't go wrong. 


‘To avoid penalties and keep fi- 
nance charges low, always pay 
your credit card bills on time. 

The best advice for you not to 
fall into the debt trap or cycle is to 
always pay your bills promptly. Pay 
as much of the outstanding amount 
as you can afford so the finance 
charges can be kept at bay. With 
this practice, you maintain a healthy credit 
background. This means you are in good 
credit standing and banks will love you. 
When the need arises for a loan, banks will 
consider this and will be more open to grant- 
ing approval of your application. 


Len 


If you are the type who pays for 
day-to-day expenses using your 
% credit card, keep track of your 
f jh) monthly credit card bills so your 
{4 f 1 debewill not get out of control 
WAAI Even if you charge every ex: 
ae = pense you have on a day-to-day 
" “R basis to your credit card, keep in 
se mind your budget for these ex- 
penses so they won't balloon. Monitor your 
purchases and always compute the total at 
the end of the day. Post them on your ref or 
note them down in your planner so you will 
FLAY be EEN aa, 


Keep your credit card informa- 
tion (including phone number 
of issuer) secure and separate 
from your cards, in case your 
cards get lost or stolen. 

Don't be like the person who 

lost his wallet together with his 

€] cards. He writes the PIN (person- 

al identification number) of all 

i| his cards written on a piece of pa- 

`] perand keeps them together with 
za. his cards because he has a hard 
time remembering all the codes. Well, you can 
guess the rest of the story and how fraudulent 

‘withdrawals were made on his cards. A little 

common sense is all that's needed in keeping 

our cards secure, It's always best to keep cred- 
it card information such as your card number, 
expiry dare and PIN tucked in a safe place. 

Never share them with anyone, not even to 

people close to you. 


File your credit card 
sales slips and use them 
i to reconcile the charges 
in your monthly state- 
ment. 
When your credit card 
statement arrives, com- 
“38 pare the list of charges re- 
4] lected with the sales slips 
you have on file. This ensures that the charges 
on your statement are valid, made by you and 
correct in amount. If you find discrepancies, 
call your credit card company right away. 


Before applying fora 
credit cart, itis always 
advisable to first ask the 
pani or credit card 
issuer about its credit 
cart! products. Make sure 
that the credit card will 
meet your needs and suit 
your lifestyle. 
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How much is too 
much for you? 


PAUL, 25, WORKS IN A CALL CENTER. HE 
leads fa lifestyle typical of the lifestyles of 
other young single urban professionals. He 
loves to shop for trendy clothes, shoes and 
cool gadgets. He loves to hang out with 
friends for a night out of karaoke or dinner. 
For a many of his expenditures, he uses the 
reliable credit card. 

As a young urban consumer, Paul consid- 
ers himself empowered financially He 
Knows how to manage his credit and funds 
wisely. 

This wasn't Paul's situation several years 
ago. Paul got deep into a lifestyle of wan- 
ton spending using all the credit cards 
available to him. The spending brought 
him to a point when he maxed out the 
credit limit provided by his cards, 

When the bills arrived, the amount re- 
flected was a huge pile of debts incurred 
over months of spending. Paul was in a clas- 
sic situation of debt trap or debt cycle. 

Paul couldn't enjoy life with a pile of 
debts hanging like the sword of Damocles 
on his head. Paul took charge of the situa- 
tion, He went to a financial consultant. 
Empowered with financial advice on credit 
‘management, Paul was able to turn things 
around for himself 

Finally financially empowered, Paul 
now keeps a manageable number of credit 
cards and he spends wisely too. The finan- 
cial consultant teaches him the secret of 
good credit management: getting one's 
debt ratio and managing money wisely. 

‘When do we know we have too much 
credit already? And what is debt ratio? 

People who do not make their credit 
card or loan payments on time face serious 
implications. Defaulting on a loan or credit 
card is a serious business and it can affect 
your ability to take out new loans in the fu- 
ture, It may even lead to legal action. 

To prevent such problems, it is impor- 
tant to use credit wisely. That's why the 
first step in using credit wisely is knowing 
how much you can afford to borrow. You 
need to take a long, hard look at your cur- 
rent and future financial situation before 
you take on any new debt. Then, set a real- 
istic budget for debt repayment by com- 
puting your debt ratio. 

Debt ratio is a useful tool to determine 
the amount you owe compared to the 
amount you earn. Knowing your debt ratio 
gives a clear picture of your financial well- 


being. If your debt ratio is lower, then you 
have more leeway for other expenditures. 
Debt ratio is defined as the percent of your 
monthly take-home pay that goes to paying 
debts and monthly obligations. It is deter- 
mined by taking the amount needed to re- 
pay debts each month, including rent or 
‘mortgage, and divide this by your take-home 
pay (one's net pay after deduction of tax). 


Example: 
Monthly debt repayment - P4,000 


EE 
Monthly take-home pay - P10,000 
Debt ratio 40% 


Loan and money experts often suggest 
that no more than 15 to 20 percent of your 
monthly household take-home pay (ex- 
cluding rent or mortgage) should be used 
to pay debts and make loan and credit 
card payments. And no more than 40 per- 
cent of your monthly take-home pay 
should go to paying all debts, including 
‘mortgage payments. 

‘This formula is just a gauge or guide to 
determine how much is too much for you. 
One helpful tip to credit and spending 
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management is to always keep in mind 
what our elders taught us: spend within 


your means. 


SECURITY & RISK 
AND CREDIT 
COMMITTEE 
Shown are (from 
left) Harry Gue 
(Equitable 
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vice-chair, Security 
and Risk; Gene 
Abao (HSBC), 
chairman, Security 
and Risk; Elfren 
Sarte (Union 
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Credit and Mare 
Hernando 
(Equitable Card 
Network), vice- 
chair, Credit. 
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THE CREDIT CARD ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines (CCAP) is celebrating its 25th 
year anniversary. Its membership is now 
‘composed of 15 major credit card issuers - 
‘American Express, AIG, Banco de Oro, 
Bankard, BPI, Citibank, EastWest, Equitable 
CardNetwork, HSBC, Metrobank, OneCard, 
PNB, SB Cards, Standard Chartered and 
‘Union Bank. While they may be competing 
for space in each person's wallet, they are 
united in their vision of promoting credit re- 
sponsibility and financial empowerment. 

‘Since its establishment in 1981, CCAP has 
moved towards accomplishing the following 
goals: 

1. Initiate measures for the protection of 
cardholders and merchants. 

2, Promote responsible use and accep- 
tance of credit cards in the local, global and 


e-commerce settings. 

3. Make available credit cards to those 
who need and qualify for credit. 

4. Foster stronger and more active fellow- 
ship among members in pursing common in- 
terest. 

5. Continue to educate cardholders to get 
the best value out of their credit cards while 
instilling credit discipline. 

With consumer protection among its top 
priorities, CCAR through its Security and 
Risk Committee, continues to undertake a 
coherent and collective approach in com- 
bating credit card fraud. Among the efforts 
CCAP embarked on was the sponsorship of 
Republic Act No. 8484 known as The Access 
Device Regularization Act for fraud protec- 
tion and control, which was successfully 
passed by Congress in 1998. in 2005 alone, 


the following initiatives were implemented: 

+ Law Enforcement training sessions for 
about 200 police officers in Manila and Ce- 
bu. These sessions covered credit card fraud 
awareness as well as implementation of 
RAB484. Some prosecutors attended the 
training to give their view on the law. 

* Close coordination with various Law 
Enforcement agencies for a more effective 
implementation of RA8484. 

* Orientation sessions to 2 merchant as- 
sociations covering 200 merchants on prop- 
er card acceptance and fraud control. 

* Merchant education drives covering re- 
tail and travel merchants to reduce acquired 
fraud. 

* Card security awareness through news- 
paper articles as well as statement inserts. 

* Fraud Conference among CCAP mem- 
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bers, Card Associations Visa and Master- 
Card, and Law Enforcement agencies to dis- 
cuss fraud prevention initiatives. 

‘Asa result ofthe above initiatives, acquired 
fraud (Le, fraudulent use of cards in the Phil 
pines including foreignssued cards) had been 
significantly reduced with the fraud-to-sales 
ratio going down from 0.35% in 2004 to 
0.30% in 2005. Just for better perspective, 
95% of cards fraudulently used in the Philip- 
pines are foreign issued cards 

CCAP believes that the cornerstone in the 
achievement of improved consumer protec- 
tion is education. Education comes in the 
form of extensive merchant education, con- 
tinuous law enforcement education, as well 
as timely information sharing and dissemi- 
nation of the latest security trends among 
member banks, 
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More Pinoys can now realize their dreams faster with credit cards 


By Raquel P. Gomez 

MOST LIKELY, THE AVERAGE WHITE-COLLAR 
Filipino worker today will have in his possession 
a decent collection of entertainment gadgets or 
appliances such asa flat TV a DVD player, and a 
stereo component system sitting in his comfort- 
able living room. His kitchen will be a showcase 
of the latest devices, such as a two-door ref, a 
microwave oven and a gas range, while his 
room will have a king-size bed and a nice comfy 
lounge chair. 

‘To this average Filipino, the comforts of liv- 
ing he now erijoys is made possible with the 
use of a credit card which allow him to pay for 
all these items. 

‘To this average Filipino, the dream of hav- 
ing a good life is no longer a dream, but has 


actually become a reality: Thanks to the credit 
card, which empowers the average Filipino fi- 
nancially, life has been upgraded for a more 
secure future. 

Alot has happened to the overall landscape of 
purchasing and retail in the country ever since 
the credit card arrived with its consequent and 
phenomenal en masse distribution to the general 
populace. 

‘The credit card was then touted as one of 
the harbingers of a cashless society when it 
was introduced, but it did more than that. The 
credit card, in its course of takeover of the 
purchases of the people, has in fact estab- 
lished and pioneered new forms of acquisi- 
tions and purchasing styles that generally 


benefited the consumer at large and the mer- 
chants selling their wares. 

Three decades ago, for the average Filipino 
family to acquire a new television set, the 
head of the family had to wait for a large in- 
come to come his way--such as bonuses-to be 
able to buy a new TV. Or he would resort to 


HER REWARDS POINTS MADE NER A MILLIONAIRE. 


Ms. Myrna Bathan Divinagracia paying the TV via installment plans provided 
shown here with HSBC Deputy CEO Martin Cook by the spplinnis sucks, But wiih all the pap 
a pF 1 work required, the process was too slow and 
inconvenient. 

That scenario is now a thing of the past. 
Credit card companies have devised ways and 
means to purchase items hassle-free and 
friendly to the pocket. They pioneered easy 
installment plans with partner merchants. A 
consumer can now buy through installment 
notjust one appliance but several items in just 
one swipe of the credit card, with exciting re- 
wards to boot 

With the emergence of this new trend in 
credit spending, the credit cards have influ- 
enced the purchasing behavior of the con- 
sumer. Because of the buying convenience 
brought about by the credit card, it is now a 
common practice among the consumers to 
upgrade their gadgets at home with newer, 
trendier and exciting ones after just a year or 
two of purchase. 

Credit cards pushed the barriers of purchas- 
ing power a litle bit further. Travel, vacation 
and leisure can now be had with a credit card. 
It's now so convenient to go to Boracay and en- 
joy the pristine white beach and hotel accom- 
modation accompanied by your favorite card. A 
laptop on sale in Tokyo can be purchased in a 
‘snap just before you board your plane. 

Body, mid and soul rejuvenation and pam- 
pering can be availed with a quick charge of 
the credit card, Armed only with a credit card, 
you can'go to spas, salons, workout centers, 
and badminton clubs. 

‘A credit card can really bring in a lifestyle 
for you to live by and enjoy. 

How can we imagine a life without a credit 
card today? 


Their rewards points also made them winners: 
20 winners of free gas for a year. 
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Expect more great rewards just by using your HSBC Credit Card, 


p To get yours today, call 878-7878. 


The world’s local bank. 


Credit Card Association 
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BUSINESSMEN heaved a sigh of relief when President Arroyo lifted Proclamation 1017 


Postscript to 1017 


WHEN PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO is- 
sued Presidential Proclamation No. 1017, 
which put the Philippines under a state of emer- 
gency, businessmen in Metro Manila were mum 
on its possible impact on the economy. 

Last Friday, Arroyo lifted the order 

But prior to the lifting, INQUIRER correspon- 
dents talked to local businessmen and officials 
about the effect of the controversial proclama- 
tion on their operations. 


Hardly any effect in Luzon 
By PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Local officials were initially worried about 
Proclamation 1017, but as it turns out, it 
hardly had any effect on business operations 
in northern Luzon. 

There were other issues to worry about. 

Dagupan City Mayor Benjamin Lim, the 
head of the Magic Group of Companies, said 
business has been deteriorating since Febru- 
ary because of the implementation of the re- 
vised value-added tax (VAT). 

He said the situation could worsen because 
of the lingering effects of the declaration of 
the state of national emergency. 

He explained that foreign investors and 
tourists were expected to shun the Philippines 
because the declaration meant that the coun- 
try was under an “ab- 
normal condition.” 


are faring. 

“We are doing brisk business here,” said 
Gerard Chan, owner of the Iceland Baker and 
Restaurant in Agoo. 

Victor Dy, owner of the National Bazaar in 
San Fernando City, said “business cannot 
thrive if there is disorder and political uncer- 
tainty” 

“We are suffering because of high prices 
and there are only few buyers,” said Evelyn 
Lastimosa, a small eatery owner in Aringay, 
La Union. 

In Isabela, Ysmael Atienza, owner of the 
Centro Mall in Cauayan City, described the 
proclamation as an “overkill”. 

In Baguio City, Rodie Abejero, operations 
manager of the call center firm Nam-ay Ti 
Umili Inc., said news about emergency rule 
convinced a number of his clients in the Unit- 
ed States to withdraw last week, because they 
thought it would lead to another martial law. 

‘An official of the Baguio City Economic 
Zone, on the other hand, said operations at 
the zone have not been disrupted because 
most firms there have been assured that 
Baguio-based workers have learned to insu- 
late themselves from political events in Metro 
Manila, 

‘The Baguio zone hosts top exporter Texas 
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Discover 
Malaysian 
quality 
and 
reliability 


Ranked as ane of the top trading nations in the 
world, Malaysia has fast gained a reputation as 
a reliable supplier for quality products and services. 
Across the globe, Malaysia has become an 
important sourcing pertner for many importers 
seeking industrial as well as consumer products. 


MATRADE, with an international network that is 
strategically located in 32 major commercial cities, 
is well positioned to link importers to Malaysian 
exporters <1 o 
Contact us now, and find out what Malaysia has 
to offer'you. 


[a 


E-mail: 
pr_business@ingulrer.com,ph 


WORLDBEX 
1 to 11 March 2006, World Trade Cotter 
Visit the Malaysian Pavilion and meet 
Malaysia's finest suppliers of: 
- Polycarbonate sheets 
* Shower heaters and accessories 
- Waterproofing materials 
and sealants 
* Transmission towers 
+ Cleanroom products 
+ Telecommunication towers 
- Firerated doors and shutters 
+ Water tanks 
> Wood moulding and wall panelling 


a {nl Irade Deven Corporation 


k To Matayst 


You Exporters 


“Who would invest 
in a country where 
the situation is not 
normal?” he asked. 


“Business has been Pao iha aad y! 


turning from bad to 
worse. The con- 
sumers are very cau- 
tious and have not 
been spending much, 
perhaps because they 
think the worse is yet 
to come. I myself 
don't spend as much 
as1do,” Lim said. 
Wilson Chua, head 
of Bitstop Inc., said 
the company pre- 
pared for the eventu- 
aliy that govern- 
ment will take over 
utilities like telecom 
munications firms 
He said that if the 
government — takes 
over telecommunica- 
tions firms and bars 
Internet service 
providers like Bitstop 
from using them, 
then “we can use dial 
up services of the 
United States.” 
Rosendo So, a 
businessman based 
in Urdaneta City, said 
it could be “good” if 
government takes 
over some businesses 
so officials would 
know how businesses 


Jn partnership with Gawad Kalinga Foundation, Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. 
and its dealerships join public and private sectors lrproviding schools for the 
children affected by the recent tragedy that hit Southern Leyte. 


HYUNDAI EXTENDS HELPING HAND 


Hyundai Asia Resources, 
Inc, sole distributor of Hyundai 
cars in the Philippines, and its 
deolerships, through the HAR 
Foundation, pledged their 
support for ie ‘ehebsitetion ond 
reconstruction initiatives of the 
Gawad Kalinga for the landslide 
victions of Southern Leyte. 
Through the Gowad 
Kolinga’s recently launched 
project, Kalinga Leyte, the 
H.A.R. y sae i 
rnership withthe. Nationa 
Bisoster Coordinating Council 
(NDCC), together with other 
corporate sponsors, will help 
rehabiliate th southern porto 
particularly. by 
constricting school bulldings 
and classrooms. Already, plons 


Leyi: 


lee, 


Applying for your new car is now a text message away! 


Key in AUTO<space>your fuli name<space>your landline number<space>city or province 


exampl 


“AUTO Manny Gomez 8456777 Makati City” 


send It to 0917-89100-00 and we will get started on your Auto Loan application. 


No time wasted. Walang hassle. Super-bil 


For more informati 


ion, cali the Auto Loans 


ang application. 


Direct Marketing hotline at 


underway 
construcion of hë fiat school 

wilding this April 

sll ba cecil ihat ong 
of the tragic consequences ol 
the Leyte londslide was the 
enguifment of an entire 
schoolhouse where about 300 
pupils, parents and teachers 
Were caught in the aftermath, 
According to Mr. Richard 

HAR 
Choirmon, “We truly admire the 
gollont efforts of the Gawad 
Kalinga in bringing os all 
together to be active participants 
in nation building. We fully 
support their goals to transform 
the despair caused by the 
tragedy into hope.” 


“h will toke a lot of 
resources fo restore Guinsougon 
But we believe thot, through our 
concerled efforts with the GK 
and all our corporate partners, = 
we con help make the village 7 
whole again.” added Ms. Maria 
Fe Perez- Agudo, HARA 
Foundation President -d 


Foundation, in 


in related development «| 
Hyundai Motor Company] 
derned the amount of PSNion | 
fo the Notional Disastet~ 
Coordinating Council (NDCC) “4 
at official ceremonies held | 
recently at the Malacañan 
Palace to support relief on 
rehobilitation efforts for the 
landslide victims of Southern 
Leyte. H 

Top officials of Hyundai 
Motor Company led by Mr. Ik 
Sung Seo, HMC Goneral 
Manager and Chief of Asia 
Regional Headquarters, recently 
inal wih Hor Excellency Presider 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to 
personally hand over the 
donation and relay their 
sympothies to the Filipino people. 


to stort 


Foundation 


8456777 during office hours or 89-100 (2477). 
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‘TRADE:IN old projectors for the new Acer PD100 DLP Projector 


Get a much better view of all the wonderful things in life with Acer’s new PD100 


DLP Projector, now made more affordable through Acer's trade-in promo. 


Mechanics: 

* Working projectors of any brand get a trade- 
in value of P10,000 Pay only P49,900 for a 
brand new Acer PD100 DLP Projector. 


© Non-working projectors of any brand, get a 


trade-in value of P5,000. Pay only P54,900 for a 


brand new Acer PD100 DLP Projector. 


Acer PD100 


+ DLP Projection System 
* SVGA (800 x 600) 

+ SKGA (1,280 x 1,020) 

+ Contrast Ratio: 2000:1 
* 2.000 ANS! Lumens, 

+ Weight: 2. 17kg 


SRP: 59,900 


Now) 49,900* 


*after trade-in 


acer 


Get your very own Acer PD100 DLP Projector now! 
Promo runs from March 1-31, 2006 only! 
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Empowering People 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


1598 M. H. del Pilar cor. Dr. J. Quintos Streets, Malate, Manila 
Tel. Nos. 522-00-00; 551-22-00 connecting all departments 


INVITATION FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
for the 
ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING (AML) PROJECT 


‘The Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP) is conducting a two-stage public bidding procedure for the procurement 
of an AML solution for the AML System Project. 


‘The primary purpose of this turn-key project is the acquisition of a fully integrated, “commercial-off-the-shelf™ 
AML solution which includes the following components: 


Software application, licences and other software components (DBMS; APIs; connectors; middlewares; etc.) 

+ Hardware components (Database application, report and all other required servers, disaster recovery servers: 
disk storage; ete.) 

+ Various technical tools 


Furthermore, the AML solution provider shall also be responsible for the Extract-Transform-Load (ETL) process. 
that is, the extraction of all required data from the different source systems, data transformation and data loading 
to the target database(s). The solution provider shall also be responsible for the following requisite activives 
source to target mapping, data availablity and quality assessment, design and development of the ETL routines 
and system integration testing of the ETL routines The solution provider has the option to use the Bank's exsting 
ETL tool -- Informatica PowerCenter 7.1.2 to facilitate the ETL process 


To ensure the highest degree of fit of the AML solution to the Bank's requirements, and to effectively manage 
change, the project scope likewise covers all the requisite software customizations. as well as change management 
activities like change management planning and communication, the review of “As Is” processes, business process 
simplification and improvement, the documentation and training on the "To Be” processes, organizational change 
‘assessment, and assistance in the implementation of the required organizational and process changes. 


The project must take into account all related implementation activities and process such as systems integration, 
project management, system development lifecycle, change management, technology transfer (training and 
documentation), and maintenance and support Likewise, the solution provider is expected to conduct a post- 
implementation review at least ninety (90) days, but not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) days, after the 
system has been implemented in Production, to assess the project performance and the effectiveness of the 
system, 

As per section 5 (p) of IRR-A of RA 9184, the procurement for this Information and Communications Technology 
(ICT) project is considered as one for goods. 


Interested parties may secure the Eligibility Requirements, upon signing of the Confidentiality Agreement, 
from February 27 to March 10, 2006, during regular office hours (between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm, from: 
THE SECRETARIAT 
Information Technology - Bids and Awards Committee (IT-BAC) 
LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
‘6th Floor, LANDBANK Plaza 
MH. del Pilar corner J. Quintos Streets, Malate, 1004 Manila, Philippines 
Telephone #63 2 405-7123 
Fax Number "463 2 528-8578 
Contact Person Alan V. Bomas 
Head - Technology Management Group 
IT-BAC Member 
Email Address  itbac@mail.landbank.com 


‘The Lettor of Intent, the accomplished Bidder Evaluation Forms (List of Projects and Project Team 
Information) and the rest of the Eligibility Requirements must be submitted by March 10, 2006, 3:00 pm, to the 
‘aforementioned address. Only partes who pass the Eligibility Check shail be allowed to particpate in the second 
stage of this two-stage bidding prodecure. 


‘Those eligible bidders whose technical tenders meat the minimum required performance standards shail be 
notified accordingly and may secure the Bidding Documents (e.g. Request for Proposal, etc.) from March 23 
to 24, 2006, upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00). For all these qualified 
parties. the Pro-Bid Conference shall be held on March 28, 2006 (Tuesday), 10:00 am, at the aforementioned 
address. 


‘The Approved Budgot for the Contract Is Thirty Five Million Pesos (PhP35,000,000.00, inclusive of all 
taxes, which shall be sourced from the funds of LBP 


LBP reserves the right to waive any formality in the responses to the Eligibility requirements and to this invitation. 
LBP further reserves the night to reject any and all proposals, or declare a failure of bidding, or not award the contract, 
and makes no assurance that a contract shall be entered into as a result of this invitation 


(Sgd.) JOSE CARMELO C. NOGRALES 
Executive Vice President 
Charman, IT-BAC 


Instruments Philippines Inc. and the Phili 
pine branch of Moog Controls Corp., an air- 
line parts manufacturing firm. 

Carlos Honorio Estepa, a local real estate 
broker and board director of the Philippine 
Tourism Authority, said Baguio's distance 
from the capital had kept most businesses in 
the city brisk. 

But Proclamation 1017 dented the opera- 
tions of the Cordillera's vegetable industry. 

Jose Andiso Sr., president of the Benguet 
Farmers Federation Inc., said VAT and emer- 
gency rule have lowered farmers’ revenues 
because vegetable distributors have been us- 
ing the chaos in Metro Manila's streets to 
press for lower prices. 

“We've been gradually losing 1 percent of 
our daily profits because dealers try to negoti- 
ate prices down once there is news about 
chaos in Metro Manila,” he said 

In Ilocos Norte, Manuel Ablan, president of 
the Filipino Chamber of Commerce-llocos 
Norte, said it was business as usual in the 
province. 


In Central Luzon 

‘The almost 400 investors in the Clark Spe- 
cial Economic Zone, meanwhile, are more 
concerned about incentives. 

“We'd rather focus on pending legislation 
to reinstate the incentives to us in Clark,” said 
Frankie Villanueva, president of the Clark In- 
vestors and Locators Association (Cila). 

Most investors in Clark are American, Eu- 
ropean, Japanese, Korean, Taiwanese and 
other Asian firms. 

Jullie Armada, sales operation manager of 
Barasoain Sweets in Guiguinto, Bulacan, said 
ithas been business as usual for her shop. 

“In the past, we worry only about the trou- 
bles that the New People's Army brings. Now, 
we worry also about those creating trouble in 
Metro Manila. We are affected because we are 
uncertain of what will happen next,” said 
Vicky Gaetos, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Nueva Ecija. 

Blesilda Bartolome, who runs an agricul- 
tural supply store in the Science City of 
Muñoz in Nueva Ecija, said her customers 
have been coming in as usual to buy the needs 
for their animals, fish, rice plants and other 
crops. Reports from Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, 
Cristina Arzadon, Peter La. Julian, Errol 
Abrew, Villamor Visaya Jr. and Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau, and 
Tonette Orejas, Carmela Reyes and Anselmo 
Roque, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Business unfazed in Bicol 


By Edgar Alejo 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—the%issuance of Presidential 
Proclamation 1017 had tio effect on business 
and tourism in the Bicol region. 

Department of Trade and Industry (DTD 
regional director Jocelyn Blanco said that 
based on interviews with local businessmen 
in the region, business operations remained 
normal 

There were no price increases, for in- 
stance. 

In Albay alone, based on the price monitor- 
ing activity conducted by the DTI-Albay, the 
prices of prime commodities in the province 
did not increase, Jo Aguilar, price monitoring 
officer, said in a phone interview. 

Tourism Bicol regional director Nini Ra- 
vanilla added that as far as tourism was con- 
cerned, everything was normal. 

‘The regional office based its response on its 
survey of hotels, restaurants and other 
tourism-oriented establishments in the region. 

In an interview, Ravanilla said she had re- 
ceived no cancellation of locally-hosted big 


MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006 


conventions, like the coming National Statis- 
tics Conference on March 17. 

In fact, she said, Air Philippines will resume 
its Manila-Legazpi afternoon flight on March 
7, using an 118-Seater plane. 

Air Philippines will also resume its Ce- 
bu-Legazpi-Cebu flight every Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Sunday. 

Ravanilla said the inaugural flights from 
Manila and Cebu will bring along leading 
travel agents and tour operators from all over 
the country. 

“The Philippine Airlines office in this city said 
its daily flight from Manila to Legazpi and 
vice-versa has been fully booked since Monday 
with more than 100 passengers flight. 


‘Some firms hurting in the Visayas 
By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—The declaration of a state of 
national emergency hurt some businesses 
here. 

Valerie Maravilla, president of the Iloilo Re- 
altors Association and the Ilonggo Producers 
Association, said that with the lifting of the 
proclamation, investors would be assured 
that the government was really in control of 
the situation. 

Business leaders in Iloilo and Boracay had 
earlier warned of harder times ahead had the 
country remained under a state of national 
emergency because it presented a climate of 
uncertainty. 

Nenette Aguirre-Graf, president of the Bo- 
racay Foundation Inc. (BFI), meanwhile, said 
the effect of the PP 1017 on Boracay Island's 
tourism industry has been minimal 

“We have not received any complaints from 
any of our members of wholesale cancella- 
tions of reservations or bookings. We have re- 
ceived some queries regarding the situation 
but we answered them that it’s business as 
usual on the island,” Graf said in a statement 
sent to the INQUIRER. 


No serious damage in Davao 
By Germelina A. Lacorte 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—Presidential Proclamation 
1017 has not wrought any serious damage to 
business in Mindanao, industry leaders said. 

“It was hardly felt at all among Davao bus 
nessmen,” Bienvenidó Cariaga, president of 
the Davao City Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry (DCCCID, said. 

Unlike in Makati, where violent demon- 
strations have disrupted business operations, 
the protest rallies in Davao City have always 
been peaceful, according to Cariaga. 

He said he’ had been meeting with travel 
groups in Davao, and there was no cancellation 
‘of bookings, despite the state of emergency. 

This despite the issuance of travel advi- 
sories by Malaysia, Australia and Hong Kong, 
that warned citizens from these countries 
against travel tothe Philippines. 

Cariaga said even the export sector was not 
affected by the declaration. 

“Transactions by our exporters and im- 
porters are hardly affected at all because our 
Customs office is operating as usual,” he said. 

Joji Ilagan Bian, Mindanao representative 
to the Export Development Council (EDC), 
said it was hard to quantify the losses that 
business may have incurred because 1017 
was in effect for just a week. 

But she said the greater damage was the 
negative impression that it made on investors 
and the international community. 

‘The perception of instability of the coun- 
try’s political climate has a direct impact on 
the economy, she said. 
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Manila 1004 
ONESTOP SHOP INTERAGENCY TAX CREDIT ANO DUTY DRAWBACK CENTER 


AMENDMENT TO THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT DATED 
OCTOBER 13, 2000 DEFINING THE GUIDELINES ON TRANSFERABILITY OF 
TAX CREDIT CERTIFICATES ISSUED UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 226, 
THE OMNIBUS INVESTMENT CODE 

Pursuant to Section 9 of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) dalod October 13, 2000 executed by and 
‘between the Board of invesinenis (B01) and the Department of Finance (DOF) in compliance withthe provision of 
Aricia 21 of Executive Order No. 226 (E.O. 226) regarding the transfarabilty of tax eroit cottcates (TCCs) 
issued under the seid E.O., the folowing addtional guidelines are hereby adopted: 

“4. Translors by companies belonging lo a distressed industry soctor 

Transfrors belonging lo an industry sector which BOI has assessed to be in distress shall bo allowed io 
translr thor oulsiandng TCCs to any BOL registered transferees without requiring them to comply wih tho 
tondtons mposed under Secton 1c, 1e and 1 of tha prevaiing MOA, provided thal ths type of transfer shall 
be alowed for one year only kom oli nation io the Centar by BOI that the industry sector fin distross 

‘without prejudice 10 renewel thereat upon approval by the Executivo Commute.” 

"2. Secon 9 ofthe MOA is hereby amended to include the following paragraph 

“Henceloth in order to simply the administrative process in amending the exising MOA. and sinco BOI 

‘and DOF are woli represented in the Centers Excom, any amendment to the prevailing MOA including 

frcopions 10 te guidelines lor mertonous consideration shall now ba dane though a resolution duly approved 
by tre Conler's Execute Commie, which resokiion shall be for iplementaton wihout tho noed for anothar 

MOA betwoen BO! and DOF, subject to compkance wit the provisions of EO 226 and wit the requred 

administatve procedures under the Adminairatwe Code” 
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‘OUR GREATEST FEAR THAT APATHY OR IN- 
difference has afflicted the Filipino nation is 
allayed by our presence here today. 

‘Our response to the call of the Institute for 
Solidarity in Asia to participate in crafting a 
National Roadmap for the Philippines is a firm 
affirmation of our faith in the future of this 
country and a confirmation of our belief that 
the obstacles and difficulties of the present 
time, though disconcerting, will come to pass. 

‘Our fate as a country is in our hands and a 
beautiful future will await us if we act together 
as one people, forgetting our own selfish inter- 
ests and letting love of country prevail in our 
thoughts, in our hearts and in our deeds. Today 
we accept the responsibility for affirmative ac- 
tion. We concur with the ISA that there is the 
more important task of planning the future di- 
rections for the country and shaping it to be- 
come the country we want to bequeath to our 
next generation of Filipinos, even if sometimes 
we get trapped in the myopic view of the issues 
and problems of the day. 

‘The Management Association of the Philip- 
pines, a consistent and strong advocate of 
long-term planning, is honored to be the lead 
organization in hamessing the resources of 
the business community and defining its role, 
in partnership with all other sectors, in creat- 
ing the national roadmap. MAB whose mem- 
bers are the chief executives of organizations 
that generate much of the country’s wealth 
and whose sphere of influence extends to oth- 
er business associations, is certainly willing to 
lead private enterprise in participating in pur- 
poseful, selfless, positive and well-coordinat- 
ed actions to build a strong nation. 

‘The role of business in the development of 
a nation is so clearly articulated in a joint 
statement of the CEO task force on global cor- 
porate citizenship, World Economic Forum 
‘which says “The greatest contribution we, 
businessmen, can make to development is to 
do business in a manner that obeys the law, 
produces safe and cost effective products and 
services, create jobs and wealth, support 
training and technology cooperation and re- 
flect international standards and values in ar- 
eas such as the environment, ethics, laborand 
human rights. To make every effort to en- 
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our own businesses to competitively 
sell our products and services to a free 
and open market. Only when our coun- 
try succeeds in attaining global compet- 
itiveness can business truly achieve its 
ultimate purpose—that of becoming 
the key driver to growth so that it can 
spread, share and sustain the benefits 
of development by delivering prosperi- 
ty to as many people as possible. 

How then can we produce goods and 
services that can meet the standards of 
quality and performance acceptable to the 
international markets? We begin by iden- 
tifying the obstacles that preclude busi- 
nesses from squarely facing competition in 
the marketplace. These problems are no 
secret to us. The solutions are staring us in 
the face yet we have not demonstrated the 
political will nor the patriotism we need to 
break these barriers down. Let us highlight 
some of the imperatives that the business 
sector roadmap must critically examine: 

1. Good governance and adherence 
to sound ethical standards by both the 
private and the public sectors. Corrup- 
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tion, bribery and weak governance cre- 
ate direct and indirect costs and risks 
which contribute to uncompetitive 
prices for our goods and services. 

2. Our physical infrastructure which 
are also made inefficient by corruption 
and poor planning hampering the easy 
and reasonable access of market. 

3. Our educational system that fail to 
produce the skills, talents and work 
ethics that will supply the needs of in- 
dustry in the quality demanded by in- 
ternational standards. 

4. The optimum use of information 
and technology to develop cost effec- 
tive processes that will upgrade quality, 
reduce costs, broaden market knowl- 
edge and sharpen decision making. 


5. The justice system that is per- 
ceived to be fair, efficient and account- 
able and operates under a stable and 
predictable regulatory framework. 

6. Political and economic stability 
which can only come when the eco- 
nomic and social needs of the poor in 
society are addressed. 

7. Financial information that is fait, 
transparent and fully compliant with 
international standards of reporting. 

8. Accessibility and availability of 
capital and credit at terms appropriate 
to the nature of the enterprise. 

9. Corporate citizenship, which in- 
cludes corporate social responsibility, 
becomes mainstreamed as part of the 
core business of companies. 

The elements for achieving the goals 
‘of business in the service of the common 
good, brings to focus the necessity of col- 
Iaboration with other sectors, under the 
national umbrella such as the ISA. Ifthe 
sectoral roadmaps are to succeed, all 
sectors must work to demand strong and 
effective governance of public institu- 
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tions which in the end should take the 
lead in harnessing the competencies and . 
contribution of all sectors, including the 
resources, productivity and innovation 
of the private sector. The challenges we 
face are complex and interdependent 
and therefore all sectors have their share 
to doas no one group, hasa monopoly of 
all the solutions. ISA is doing the right 
thing by promoting, through the nation- 
al roadmap, the common reference for 
all the sectors to use as they confront the 
more concrete and specific challenge of 
what they can do for the common good. 

In full support of ISAs effort we in 
MAR in cooperation with other groups 
in the business community, are pre- 
pared to present the business sector 
roadmap in August of this year. Let us 
sow the seed of hope today so we may 
harvest its fruit tomorrow. 

(Speech delivered at the conference on 
“Sowing of Seeds of Hope.” The author is, 
president of the Management Association 
of the Philippines and eBusiness Services 
Ine. Feedback at mapsec@globenet.com.ph, 


10 FLIGHTS WEEKLY ON OUR STATE-OF-THE ART A330 AIRCRAFT 
DAILY FROM MANILA, 3TIMES A WEEK FROM CEBU. 
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hance the positive multipliers of our activities 
and to minimize any negative impact on peo- | 
ple and the environment, everywhere we in- 
Vest and operate. A key element of this is rec- 
ognizing that the frameworks we adopt for 
being a responsible business must move be- 
yond philanthropy and be integrated into 
core business strategy and practice.” Simply 
stated, the overriding objective of business is 
to reach a level of productivity that will allow 


Replacing ... 
aeri 

When you're doing well, instead of patting 
yourself on the back, go shopping. Look 
around for somebody that’s bigger, better, 
faster, and smarter than you are. Study their 
successes and benchmark your results against 
theirs. I did this as a young leader, because very 
quickly in my field, I had successes. Instead of 
being content as the number one leader in my 
organization, I started going to other organiza- 
tions where I wouldn't be in the top 100. 

Tt was an exercise in humility; but I imme- 
diately realized the way to refocus wasn't to 
compare myself against everyone I was beat- 
ing, but to compare myself with somebody 
better than I was. 

2. Stir up inspirational dissatisfaction. 

Inspirational dissatisfaction does not mean 
you are never pleased or satisfied. Nor is it a 
license to beat yourself up or come down hard 
‘on your people. Instead, its a creative aware- 
ness that you can do better. 

You can do more to improve personally and 
to invest exhaustively in the growth of your 
team. This state of mind unlocks your comfort 
zone and prompts you to keep onstretching. 

3, Develop a daily dose of paranoia. 

‘There's a difference between a daily dose 
and an overdose of paranoia. An overdose 
makes you and everyone around you miser- 
able. A daily dose is an inner rustling—a peb- 
ble in the shoe—that creates just enough dis- 
comfort to keep you continually alert and en- ee 
gaged. In fact, the best leaders act as though =e ba sss aac 
‘someone is out to get them, like they're on the 
‘verge of losing every customer every day. 

4. Continue to set goals that stretch your team. 

If you can reach your goals with a “business 
as usual” approach, then your goals are too 
small. A goal is only effective when it forces 
changes, big decisions, and bold action. 

‘The thinking of a leader is contagious to 
the team. As a leader, you broadcast your way 
of thinking to your people, and they are going 
to pick up on your signals immediately. 

Unsuccessful leaders focus their thinking 
on survival—"If I can just make it through the 
year.” Average leaders focus their thinking on 
maintenance—"If I can just hold on to what I 
have.” Successful leaders focus their thinking 
on continual progress. 

If you're a manager who concentrates more 
‘on holding your own than on moving forward, 
then it's time to seize the offensive. Don't settle 
for what conditions force upon you. 

As Marcus Buckingham says, “The only 
thing that leaders have in common is leaders 
break all the rules.” 

Great leaders don’t just buy into what ev- 
erybody else is saying, and they don’t follow 
the beaten path. Great leaders are constantly 
creating their own conditions for success by 
blazing new trails. 

(for information on John Maxwell's in- 
house or public leadership or teamwork work- 
shops, please e-mail us at maxwell @inspire,ph 
or call 813-2732/03 and ask for Gina. Text 
MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get daily 
SMS leadership insights from John Maxwell. 
God bless!) 
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MOST BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS 
tend to be stingy with words when they 
state in their corporate documents their 
principal place of business or the ad- 
dress of their officials and stockholders. 

‘The information about the location 
of the corporate office or residence of 
the incorporators is usually limited to 
the name of the street and the city or 
municipality where it is situated. 

"There are instances when the address 
indicated is an unknown building or 
condominium, the name of a street, then 
eifds with “Metro Manila.” The name of 
the city or municipality is omitted. 
‘exiThe refusal or hesitation to give more 
@eails about the address probably 
stems from security concerns or the de- 
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Complete address rule 


sire of the affected parties to maintain 
their privacy. 

‘The problem with vague addresses 
is, itis difficult to locate them when no- 
tices or summons have to be served on 
corporations or partnerships, or their 
officers and stockholders. 

‘Since other government offices rely on 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
for data about private business organiza- 
tions they deal with, the need for accurate 
information assumes greater importance. 


Disclosure 

To meet the “full disclosure” re- 
quirement of existing laws, the SEC 
has, effective last week, laid down 
new rules on the submission of infor- 
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Raul Palabrica 


mation about addresses. 

SEC Circular No. 3, series of 2006, 
states that all corporations and partner- 
ships applying for registration should 
state in their articles of incorporation or 
partnership the following information: 

© The specific address of their prin- 
cipal office which shall include, if feasi- 
ble, the street number, street name, 


barangay, city or municipality. 

© The specific residence address of 
each incorporator, stockholder, direc- 
tor, trustee or partner, 

‘The old practice of simply indicating 
“Metro Manila” as the principal place of 
business will no longer be allowed. 

This is not to denigrate the status of 
‘Metro Manila, but stating itas the place 
where a business entity can receive 
mail is simply impractical. 


Specific address 

For corporations or partnerships al- 
ready registered with the SEC, there is 
no need for them to amend their organ- 
ic papers to conform to this information 
requirement. 
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Whatever data they earlier submitted to 
the SEC to support their registration are con- 
sidered fait accompli (or established facts) 
which are no longer open to amendments or 
changes. 

‘They will remain in the official records as 
the basis for the issuance of their certificate of 
registration. 

But this does not mean these business orga- 
nizations are excused from making available 
to the public, if needed, relevant information 
about the addresses of the people who man- 
age their affairs. 

‘The circular also requires all corporations 
to state in the general information sheet 
(GIS) that they are obliged to submit annually 
the specific residence address of each stock- 
holder, officer, director or trustee. 

So, if for one reason or another the persons 
mentioned have to be held responsible—per- 
sonally or in their corporate capacity—for 
questionable actions of the corporation, the 
authorities know where to look for them if tite 
company has closed shop. > 

‘Thanks to our gossipy society, there is always 
a relative, friend or bystander in the community 
who can give information about the forwarding 
address or whereabouts of somebody they 
know who has changed residences. 


Consequences 

Since the SEC circular does not provide for 
any exception, the disclosure requirement on 
addresses applies equally to lawyers who act 
as “dummies” for client corporations. 

No ifs and buts about it, their residence, not 
office address, has to be spelled out clearly in 
the GIS. 

‘As in other regulatory procedures, it is ex- 
pected that some parties would attempt to 
evade compliance or stretch the interpreta- 
tion of the rules to suit their interests. 

For new applicants for registration of cor- 
porations or partnership, the failure to state 
the required address will result in the outright 
rejection of the application 

‘An undertaking to amend the documents 
after the certificate of registration has been is- 
sued will not be allowed. 

In the case of the GIS, the use of an incom- 
plete address will invalidate the document for 
purposes of compliance with the reportorial 
requirements. : 

And if a correéted version of the GIS is nót 
filed within the prescribed period, the corre- 
sponding penalty, depending on the retained 
earnings for stock corporations and fund balance 
fornon-stock corporations, will be imposed. 

(For feedback, please write to rpalabri- 
ca@inquirercom.ph 


Replacing 
complacency 


ONE OF THE 
biggest temptations 
that leaders of suc- 
cessful organizations 
face is thinking big. 

‘After a taste of suc- 
cess, even the best 
and brightest leaders 
suddenly start to 
think complacently. 
When a company 
gets on a roll, some 
Teaders tighten up 
and start playing it 
safe. They stop play- 
ing to win and begin 
playing not to lose. Where they once thought 
big and new, now they think incrementally. 

"This temptation is a reality with a lot of 
sports teams. How many times have we seen 
teams lose their momentum and then lose the 
game because instead of playing to win, they 
began to play not to lose? 

‘They get ahead, but then they pull back 
and stop playing with the intensity that 
earned them the lead. 

‘The same temptation traps company exec- 
utives. With the organization exceeding ex- 
pectations and making record profits, the 
leadership gets excited, 

‘The organization appears to be cruising to- 
ward its best year ever, when all of a sudden, 
the focus shifts from gaining momentum to 
sustaining momentum, The moment leader- 
ship changes focus, momentum vanishes. 

Tlike to think of momentum as the great ex- 
aggerator. When you have it, people think 
you're better than you are. You're on a roll and 
everybody is amazed by your success. 

When you lose momentum, people think 
you're worse than you are, Momentum magni- 
fies your performance, and positive momen- 
tum ean bea potent force to push you forward. 

‘When things are on a roll, don't sit on the 
ball—run up the score! In other words, when 
you've got momentum going for you, put the 
pedal to the metal, Take off. Ignite momentum, 
‘As I wrote in “Thinking for a Change," “We are 
today where our thoughts brought us, and we 
willbe tomorrow where our thoughts take us.” 

‘When we stop thinking big as leaders and 
‘dwell upon protecting past successes, we start 
to think conservatively. The big thoughts that 
gave us a big year are replaced by conservative 
thoughts, which will give us a mediocre year, 

Let me give you four strategies that will keep 
your momentum moving in the right direction. 

1. When you're doing well, go shopping. 
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father of Philippine 
modern art 


His former student, now a senior 


artist, 


Artist, 
anniversary the nation marks ti 


remembers the Nationa 
whose 21st death 


By James Onglepho 
Contributor 


ROM 1954 TO 1958, MY 

biggest artistic influences 

were Victorio C. Edades and 
Gabriel Custodio, whom I had had 
the great opportunity to meet 
while taking up Fine Arts in Manila 
at the time. 

Professor Edades was born in Dagupan 
City, Pangasinan on Dec. 23, 1895. Coming 
from a poor farmer’s family and the youngest 
of 10 children, he had shown an early interest 
in drawing. 

In 1915, he was enrolled at Pangasinan 
High School in Lingayen. After graduating, he 
gota scholarship from the University of Wash- 
ington. Edades and five schoolmates took a 
passenger ship to San Francisco in April 1919. 
‘They reached San Francisco after two months 
by ship and then took the train to Washing- “ 
ton. 

There, Edades studied Architecture. He 
kept drawing every day, until his chest hurt. A 
doctor advised him to slow down, and he re- 
turned to the Philippines for a vacation. When 
he went back to the US to resume his studies, 
he decided to shift to Fine Arts. 

At the time, he was already tremendously 
interested in the works of Leonardo da Vinci 
(1452-1519) and Diego Velasquez (1559 
1660). He also saw the works of Paul Cezanne 
(1839-1906), Henri Matisse (1869-1954) 
and Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) in a group ex- 
hibit in 1922. It was at the time that Edades’ 
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painting style changed from realism to neo- 
impressionism. 

Edades earned his bachelor’s degree from 
University of Wash- 
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ington in 1925, and 
proceeded to get his 
master’s, staying 
there for nine years. 
His masters thesis 
was the 48” x 125.5" 
work titled “The 
Builders.” Recog- 
nized as Edades’ 
masterpiece, it is 
now with the collec- 
tion of the Cultural 
Center of the Philip- 
pines 

While studying the 
theory and technique 
of painting from Eu- 
ropean perspectives, 
Edades realized P 
America was a young 
country, like the 
Philippines. It had no 
culture it could call 
its own yet. Edades 
even noted that 
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when he was studying Architec- 
tufe, he was learning the French 
principle of design. 

During the course of his study, 
he met Jean Carrot, who later 
posed for his paintings. They fell 
in love and got married after he 
earned his master’s in 1928. 
‘They returned to the Philippines 
shortly. 

Edades loved his country so 
much and wanted to contribute 
here what he learned in America. 
But during that period, there 
were no galleries and no orga- 
nized art associations in Manila. 
He found litle encouragement to 
spur public interest in the arts. 
Painting was considered a pas- 
time, not a full-time profession. 


Defiant 

Edades defied such conditions 

in 1929 when he exhibited his 
artworks at the Philippine 
Columbian Club in Ermita, Mani- 
Ja, defending his right to self-ex- 
pression. His style at the time was 
neo-impressionistic, like Paul 
Gauguin (1848-1903). and 
Géanne. His masterpiece, “The 
Builders,” was character 
strong composition and dark col- 
ors. 
‘T:Bdades introduced modern art 
tothe Philippines when it was 
still largely a conservative society. 
‘The public was not ready to ap- 
preciate his works, and not one of 
his paintings was sold. 

He wrote his personal account 
óf the beginnings of modern art 
inthe article “The Last 30 Years of 
Filipino Art,” published in Philip- 
pine Magazine in 1956. “The his- 
toiy of Filipino art during the last 
30 years is strictly the history of 
Modern Art in the Philippines,” 
hewrote. 
© «When I was a senior stu- 
dent in the University of Wash- 
ington Fine Arts Department in 
1925, I was admitted into the 
Seattle Fine Arts Society through 
the recommendation of my pro- 
fessor—Walter F Isaacs. The fol- 
lowing year, I took part in the Pa- 
cific Northwest Art Competition 
conducted by the Sociery, in 
which my painting titled “The 
Sketch’ won the First Honorable 
Mention, the only award given 
besides First Prize, which was 
won by one of my professors.” 

He wrote that when he exhibit- 
ed ‘The Sketch’ at the Philippine 
Columbian Club, there was an 
uproar. Classically trained and 


ducted 


Vicente 


year-old 


country. 


academe-based 
demned the work and others like 
it. It was the start of the clash be- 
tween the classicists and the 
modernists. 

Edades ended his article: “It 
[the exhibit] served as the open- 
ing salvo for the battle between 
the Conservatives and the Mod- 
erns which has continued ever 
since and which will continue till 
the Moderns win in the end.” 


At Santo Tomas 

Perhaps because he had met 
the Dominicans in Pangasinan 
(the province was the Domini- 
cans’ mission post), Edades con- 
the modernist 
largely from the Dominican-run 
University of Santo Tomas, whose 
School of Fine Arts he helped es- 
tablish in 1935. 

Edades taught at UST for three 
decades, and was joined by the 
likes of Carlos “Botong” Francis- 
co, Galo B. Ocampo, Diosdado 
Lorenzo, Antonio Garcia Llamas, 

Manansala 
Elizalde Navarro. 

Tt was at the time when the 
UST School of Fine Arts became 
the seat of modern art. 

In 1934, architect Juan Nakpil 
invited Edades to paint a mural 
for the lobby of Capitol Theater 
on Escolta, 
sought the help of the then 22- 

Botong” 
who, in turn, invited surrealist 
and fellow UP School of Fine Arts 
classmate Galo Ocampo. 

‘They all worked on the compo- 
sition, while Edades provided the 
initial sketches. Titled “The Ris- 
ing Philippines,” it was among 
the first significant murals in the 


Modern art began to flourish 
but modern artists still were 
working on their own. They 
needed to work as a group to 
make modern art significant. 
Because he was the foremost 
modernist advocate, Edades led 
the so-called Thirteen Moderns. 
The group 
Francisco, Lorenzo, Manansala, 
Galo B. Ocampo, H.R. Ocampo, 
Anita Magsaysay, Cesar Legaspi, 
Demetrio Diego, Ricarte Purug- 
ganan, José S. Pardo, Bonifacio 
Cristobal and Arsenio Capili. 
Though World War I might 
have aborted collective attempts 
to promote modern art more ag- 
gressively, the Thirteen Moderns 
eventually shone individually in 
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Victorio Edades ... 


Powerful pedagogue 

educational 
background made him one of the 
most progressive artists of his 
time, stressed free expression 
more than anything else, and 
“not to be afraid of making mis- 


He once wondered why I 
wasn'ta regular student, and per- 
suaded me to finish my bachelor's 
degree in Fine Arts. I replied: "I 
am studying Fine Arts and paint- 
ing, but my foremost goal is to be- 
come a painter one day. If that 
dream doesn't come true, it’s no 


Edades understood my posi- 
tion and was very supportive. 
Since that conversation, I no- 
ticed that Edades was spending 
more time in his life painting 
class, teaching me all I needed to 
know. And he saw that 1 was do- 


Whenever he found a good- 
looking model, he would invite 


JAMES Onglepho’s (right) first one-man exhibit at China Art Gallery, 
‘Acacia Shopping Lane, Manila Hotel, Bonifacio Drive, Manila, on 
March 19, 1959. Guests of honor were Ambassador and Madame 
C.M. Chen and Professor Edades (third from left) 
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“THE RISING Philippines” mural at Capitol Theater, Escolta, Manila, 
with Carlos Francisco, Severino Fabie, Galo Ocampo and Edades 


some of my classmates and me to 
his home on Pilar Street near 
Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong 
City, for a painting session. 1 
leamed so much from his Life 
Painting class. 

In March 1955, I was inspired 
to join the life-painting competi- 
tion in UST, where I won the hon- 
orable mention. 

In the same year, in the Shell 
National Art Competition, my oil 
painting “Vista por la Noche" won 
a special prize. The painting was 
featured in the company’s 1956 
calendar, and was included in 
their art collection. 

‘That competition had two sep- 
arate categories for modern and 
conservative art. Excluding the 
special prize, there were three 
different winners for each catego- 


(On Aug. 5 later that year, the 
works were exhibited at the 
Northern Motors Showroom, and 
First Lady Luz Magsaysay spon- 
sored the awarding ceremony. Of 
the seven winners, five were stu- 


Cusi leads WorldBex artists 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


among the country’s best bets for inter- 

ational stardom. He has exhibited in 
various sites in Europe and Asia, and has fi- 
nalized bookings for solo shows in various 
galleries in Berlin, Chelsea, Brussels and Lux- 
embourg. 

He is also featured in the art exhibit at the 
11th WorldBex to be held at the World Trade 
Genter March 7-11: “On Home Ground: Diver- 
gent Views of the Global Village by 21 Contem- 
porary Filipino Artists.” 

Sometime in March, he will be featured as 
principal artist in the coffeetable book "A Trail of 
the Senses,” a commemorative publication of 
Baguio University to mark its founding. 


Rooted 

The SS-yearold Cusi, who hails from 
Bongabon, Mindoro Oriental, remains firmly 
rooted on home ground despite the phenome- 
nal streak of good fortune coming his way. He 
continues to paint every day, maintains a spar- 
tan schedule as he has all these years, wherever 
heis, and never allows fame and fortune to take 
the better of him. 

In fact, last December, for the book Des 
Bautista of Baguio University commissioned 
him, he practically lived in the modest hotel re- 
served for him so he could work on the book 
pieces, with no distractions and interruptions in 
his work schedule. 

‘What is more amazing in Cus?’s work ethics 
as painter is that he prefers to visit unknown 
sites and discover for himself what is worth 
painting in his itinerary. 

In Baguio, which he knows intimately, having 
lived there from the late 1970s through the'80s, 
he chose the lairs that offered much potential 
for his sketching needs. 


ac HE NAME RAFAEL CUSI STANDS OUT 


“KALARO ni Bunso,” by Nilo Badajos 


“BAGUIO Cathedral,” by Rafael Cusi 


Not the type who would rely on photographs, 
he seizes the moment that holds a particular 
place together, be it the surrounding foliage, the 
changing weather in the city that he calls an 
‘odd mix of hot and cold, infusing his personal, 
indeed, magical, touch, by way of his vibrant 
brushwork, the spontaneous mrm- mm 
massing of color and texture, ff p>“ 
and executed in his perpetual- È, 
Iy brisk and unpredictably exu- 
Perant mode. 


Stunning 

Cusi’s dexterity with a vari- 
ety of media—watercolor, 
acrylic, oil pastel, and various 
drawing instruments such as 
charcoal, ink and pencil—had 
never been more explored 
than in the stunning book 
pieces. 

Indeed, with the sun always 
in unpredictable mood, and 
the weather even more so, he 
had to let go of his brush in one swoop, a habit 
he acquired from years of traveling to distant 
places. 

He admits his adrenalin delivers unfailingly 
out in the open, rather than in the enclosed 
boundaries of the studio. For him, the great out- 
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“DAMA,” by Bernard Vista 


The artist may be 
making the leap 

from WorldBex to one 
of the world’s best 


door is where one leams to work from the heart 
straight to hisart. 

The artist, equally renowned for his under- 
water art, has chosen a number of fresh new 
works for the 11th WorldBex show, which this 
writer is privileged to curate. 

Together with 20 leading and emerging 
artists, from Nune Alvarado and Fil Delacruz to 
Raul Isidro and Edwin Wilwayco, as well as a 
number of new names, Cusi has gone back to 
his one true love—the waterworid of his youth 
with sundry creatures which gorgeously leap 
out of his canvases. (This is the subject-of the 
book, “Underwater Series,” which is the artist's 
pitch for the environment.) 

‘The water theme in his art is an obsession. 
‘The new works are a testament to the full ripen- 
ing of his gifts, and the fulfillment of an artistic 
credo to always look back and take a giant leap. 

Cusi is slated to exhibit his works at The 
Gallery at Chelsea Library in the Royal Borough 
of Kensington in Chelsea, through the courtesy 
of Ambassador Edgardo Espiritu, May 29-June 
3. He will proceed to The Gallery at Allianz 
Building in Berlin, Germany, 
for the Philippine Indepen- 
dence Day celebrations. 

‘Next stop will be Luxem- 
bourg through the Philippine- 
Luxembourg Society and its 
president Jean Grotz. His final 
destinations are Brussels, Bel- 
gium, sponsored by the 
Knights of Rizal in Antwerp, 
Belgium chapter; and The 
Hague in Netherlands. 


Other Filipino artists at the 
Lith WorldBex (Philippine 
World Building and Construc- 
tion Exposition), March 7-11, 
at the World Trade Center are 
Isidro, Wilwayco, Fred Ramirez, Florence Cinco, 
Mario Parial, Alvarado, Al Perez, Delacruz, Lydia 
Velasco, Bernard Vista, Nilo Badajos, Julius 
Limpe, Lily Avila-Wuzela, Joey Cobcobo, Call 
5316374 and 5316350. 


E-mail the author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 
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“MODERN Maria Clara,” by Edades 


dents of Edades at UST. He him- 
self posted the newspaper clip- 
pings of the results of the Shell 
contest on the bulletin boards. 

As an educator, professor 
Edades did not try to intimidate 
his students, nor was he very 
strict with us. He was committed 
to his job, and we easily sensed 
his sincerity. He encouraged his 
students to develop their own 
styles, and didn't force them to 
adopt his style. 

1 remember him telling us, “If 
you are studying painting, you 
must be patient, so that you can 
develop your artistic talent. You 
must also be sincere with your 
work to become successful one 
day” 

Edades’ skills as an educator 
proved to be one of his biggest 
strengths. He encouraged us to 
gain a broader sense of history: 
“Know how art was developed, 
and at the same time understand 
music, literature and philosophy. 
Do not just limit yourself to one 
interest or area of study.” 

He maintained that painting, 
sculpture and music were only a 
few of the many manifestations 
of art. Art, he insisted, must be 
part of “all that we touch, see and 
hear in everyday life.” 

Edades emphasized that one's 
painting style usually depended on 
the painter's background: “Do not 


VisuAt ARTS 


Esguerra at InterCon 

“CHASING LIGHT AND CATCHING SHADOWS,” 
an exhibit of landscape photography by Carlos 
Esguerra, opens on March 7, 6:30 p.m., at the 
Lobby of interContinental Manila. Part of the pro- 
ceeds will go to community projects of the Inter- 
Con. Call 8159711 loc. 231 and 233. 


Mindanao artists at Linya 

LINYA Gallery is holding its annual group exhibit 
until March 31 at Linya Gallery (G&S Padilla 
Bidg.,.A. Bonifacio Ave., Tibanga, Iligan City). The 
exhibit features artworks by Rameer Tawasil of 
Zamboanga City: Errol Baicos and Jake Vamenta 
of Cagayan de Oro City; Edson de la Cruz, Ivan 
Macarambon, Lea Padila and Kurt Lluch of Iligan 
City; and Jun Cayas and Joseph Rom of Davao 
City. Call (063) 2216312. 


Doctolero show 

ARTIST-RUN Independent Art Space Suite (318- 
ALRI Business Plaza, Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Alr, 
Makati) presents “Luck-Bayan: Unity of Colors," 
an exhibit by FR. Doctolero, until March 20. Call 
8959837. 


Asian artists at Ayala 

AYALA Museum presents an exhibit of contempo- 
rary art by members of the Federation of Asian 
Countries. “20h Aslan International Art Exhibition" 
focuses on the theme “Being Aslan, Being Asia.” 
This ongoing exhibit, which runs until March 26, 
features 171 recent works, paintings and sculp- 
tures. Cali 7577117 to 21. 


Painting contest 

“LIKHANG Sining,” an on-the-spot painting com- 
potion for high-school students, is set on March 
11 at Ayala Museum. Entry forms are available at 
the nearest Rotary Office or at Ayala Museum. Call 
7577117 or 7533098. Deadline is March 8. 


Cunanan exhibit 

CONTEMPORARY artist Dyun Cunanan is holding 
a one-man exhibit of abstract paintings, "Celestial 
Perception,” until March 22 at Walls, G/F of Tri- 
umph Bldg, 1610, Quezon Ave., OC. Cali 9279750 
or 5435558. 


be afraid to change your style, be- 
cause, as you change your outlook 
in life, your style will also change.” 
He added: “The influence, of 
the Masters is not bad. Let other 
artists influence you, but don't 
copy them. 
ers’ works, 
asan artist.” 


If you just copy oth- 
you will not develop 


Good mentor 

I was very fortunate to have 
him as one of my mentors. Even 
after so many years since 1 left 
UST, he was always generous in 
supporting my artistic pursuits. 

When I mounted my first one- 
man exhibit in 1958 at China Art 
Gallery, Acacia Shopping Lane, 
Manila Hotel, Bonifacio Drive, 
Manila, Edades was there and 
‘commended me for the improve- 
ment of my painting techniques. 

In 1980, 
an invitation to my exhibit at ABC 
Gallery, he wrote back from Davao 
to thank me for the invitation, and 
‘complimented the color reproduc- 
tion of one of my paintings. 

„He wrote: “I admire the deli- 
caté color of the lotus petal, 
awhich blends very well with the 
bluish green leaves and deep 
cobalt-blue water... 
happy, indeed, to see your pre- 
sent work to be a great impro 
ment, and I hope you will contin- 
ue painting in the years to come.” 


after sending Edades 


I am very 


Ciani at Duemila 
GALLERIA Duemila 
will present "One Hun- 
dred Forty Eog: 

artist Lina Llaguno- 
Ciani, March 11-31. 
Duemila is at 210 Lor- 
ing St., Pasay City. Call 
8319990 or 8339815. 


AWORK by 
Magpantay 


Magpantay at 
Philamlife 
EXPRESSIONIST 
painter Mala Magpantay 
presents “Paleta” until 
March 12, at the Phil- 
amitife Center, UN Av- 
enue, Manila, The ex- 
hibit features oil paint- 
Ings of Filipino women. 
Call 2490585 or 0919- 
6052649, 
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Design and nation-building 


WHEN THE DESIGN CENTER PHILIPPINES 
was founded in 1973, among its primary 
‘mandates was to improve the global position 
of the export industry through good design. 

‘Those were the handicraft days when prod- 
ucts were mostly handmade from natural mate- 
rials that have now become either extinct or se- 
riously endangered. 

Handicraft production during those days was 
an endless variation on the same basic design. 
Everything looked the same. Each season, there 
was hardly anything new to excite the global 
‘market into placing orders. 

‘The Design Center Philippines set out to re- 
shape the Philippine image in the global export 
market. To achieve the task, an entire design 
structure had to be created, including the sys- 
tem necessary to sustain it. 

The new design structure was the mecha- 
nism for moving Philippine exports away from 
the low-priced “cheap and cheerful” handicraft 
products toward up-market products which 
sold at higher prices. Good design combined 
with the cost advantage from efficient produc- 
tion-line manufacturing was what would give 
added value to the “new” products. 

Creating a design structure required estab- 
lishing a new profession in the country of pro- 
fessionally trained designers aware of forms, 
shapes, but also of the ergonomic functions that 
relate shapes to human scale. They had to be 
aware of skills and the manufacturing process to 
efficiently and economically produce their de- 
signs. 

"The designs were to be sold on the global 
market. They had to be aware of market prefer- 
ences, tastes and trends, and pricing in the 
countries where they aimed to sell their prod- 
ucts. Also, they had to present their designs in 
displays that caught the eye of jaded buyers 
roaming the vast exhibition halls all over the 
‘world during seasonal product exhibitions. 

Most important, the designers had to be 
aware they were not 
creating one-of-a-kind 
works of art. That was 
for the artists. 

The industrial de- a 
signers object must be 
functional, of high 
commercial appeal, 
and manufactured in 
series. It had to look 
global, not local. 


Role of craft 
Although the de- 
signer normally 
would not reproduce 
traditional Philippine 
craft or, much less, 
make Souvenir-type 
versions of it, craft 
plays a pivotal role in 
product design. 


PRIDE 
OF PLACE 


Augusto E Villalon 


‘The handmade component still widely avai 
able in the Philippines is no longer available in 
the industrialized societies that compose the 
global export market. To set themselves apart, 
Philippine products were designed fusing hand 
craftsmanship with the efficiency of produetion- 
line manufacturing, 

Bamboo and rattan are pressure-treated be- 
fore being mechanically stripped, then handed 
over to weaver-crafismen who employ tradi- 
tional techniques to weave amazingly modern, 
nontraditional baskets. 

A variety of threads, cotton, buntal, linen, 
abaca, banana, are combined, hand-loomed in- 
to stunning textiles machine-sewn into uphol- 
stery, table linen or houseware products. 

‘Traditional ikat dyeing sometimes patterns 
the modem textile, and, for convenience, color- 
fast chemical dyes replace the old vegetable 
dyes. 

Wood is dried in kilns, fed into machines that 
rough-cut it into components. These were later 
hand-carved or combined with hand-woven 
natural materials. The assembled furniture was 
then hand-finished. 

In design adaptation there is a continuum: 
Old inspires the new, hand and machine alter- 
nate in production. 

Our handcrafted tradition gives Philippine 
‘export products identity, special warmth and 
tactile human quality. The finished product 
bears the imprint of, but does not copy, Philip- 
pine traditional craf. Tradition is updated by 
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adaptation. 

‘The finished object should achieve an inter- 
national look that many times is no longer iden- 
tifiable as Philippine. The designed object is 
identifiable as a first-rate global product that 
‘competes on an equal market footing with other 
products of the same type. 

Product adaptation is a process that might 
combine global design with tradition. Many 
times tradition is the basis of product adapta- 
tion, the springboard for discovering shapes and 
forms, leaming handerafting techniques, ma- 
nipulating natural materials, and marveling at 
the amazing level of Philippine craftsmanship. 
“Milan of Asia’ 

Now three decades after its birth, Design 
Center has successfully produced a range of 
high-quality products of sophisticated design 
which is global in appearance but decidedly 
Philippine in craftsmanship. These products 
have elevated the Philippines in export rade 
Circles, so that the country is sometimes known 
asthe “Milan of Asia,” a salute to our creativity. 

Three decades after Design Center launched 
the industria-design profession in the Philip- 
pines, its practitioners have betome an impor- 
tant influence across the nation. 


PHILIPPINE 
industrial designers 
update traditional 
local forms and 
materials into 
products of global 
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Over the years, Design Center Philippines 
matured, changed its name to Product Design 
and Design Center of the Philippines (PDDCP), 
and now collaborates with Citem for market 
promotions for its designs, 

The consistently high quality of Philippine 
design today seen in export showrooms and evi 
dent (although unnoticed) in consumer prod- 
ucts of local manufacture are work of profes- 
sional industrial designers, proof that PDDCP- 
achieved its original mandate of improving 
Philippine products through good design and 
enhancing its quality. 

PDDCP has changed the image of Philippine! 
exports, brought the industry to a higher plane, Ț 
while improving the level of skill and employ- 
mentin the local work force. 

It has proven that the creative industries are å 
major influence in nation-building. 


Feedback is welcome at afvillalon@hotmail. 
com 
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Longest-living Pinoy 


By Aloysius A. Maranan, OSB 
Contributor 


REV. FR. SILVESTRE H. LACSON, 
OSB, truly a man of prayer and 
work, celebrates his 80th birth- 
day today. He is the only Filipino 
priest in history who has lived as 
a Benedictine for 57 years. 

The psalmist says our average 
life span is 70 years, or 80 for 
those who are strong. But there 
are those who believe that we 
could make it even 90 or 100 if 
we have a good prayer life and a 
happy acceptance of aging and 
God's abounding love for us. Are 
these the “secrets” of Father Lac- 
gon so that he seems to have 
grown old gracefully with a big 
sjnile on his face? 
= On various occasions, he has 
fhtimated that he is very happy 
Being a Benedictine priest and 
monk. If people ask him what his 
Secret is, he is quick to say that 
there is no secret. He simply con- 
tinues to live a happy, healthy, 
Humble and holy life. 

‘As a Benedictine priest, Fa- 
ther Lacson has been blessed by 
God with many people to love 
and serve, meaningful ministeri- 
works to do, and a lot of good 
things to hope for. 

If ever joy and gladness beat 


in his heart, they are rooted in 
the fact that he has loved with- 
out condition, he has given with- 
out counting the cost, and he has 
worked for the good of all 

Perhaps this is what Jesus 
meant when He talked about a 
hundredfold return to those 
who follow Him. His happiness 
today is a gift, and not a reward 
for anything he has humbly 
done. 

Father Lacson was born on 
March 6, 1926, in Angeles, Pam- 
panga. He is the third among 
seven children of Tomas Lacson 
and Avelina Henson. When he 
was baptized at Santo Rosario 
‘Church in Angeles, he was given 
the name Adriano. 

When he entered the Order of 
St. Benedict, he was given the 
name Silvestre. Benedictines 
adopt a religious name as a sign 
of conversion to monastic life. 

In 1941, when Adriano was 
15, war broke out in the Philip- 
pines. Since seminaries had to 
close, his entry to the priesthood 
was postponed. He wondered if 
he ever would become a priest. 
He kept his faith and prayed 
hard to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
that he would be a priest. 

On July 31, 1945, at age 19, 
he entered San Jose Seminary 
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FATHER Silvestre Lacson: The secret could be prayer, acceptance 


and love. 


under the Jesuits on Sta. Ana 
Street, Manila. Because he was 
inclined to prayers in the setting 
of community life, he applied 
with the Benedictines. 

On May 19, 1949, he took his 
monastic profession of obedi- 
ence, stability and conversion of 


mer Photoworkshop is on its 21st 
year. 

‘The seven-Saturday workshop 
includes camera operations for both 
the 35-mm SLR and digital cam- 
eras. Modules cover basic principles 
of light; exposure; how to develop 
your eye; lenses and glossaries; 
photography as composition; and 
tips for aspiring photographers. 

Lectures are held every Satur- 
day, 2-5 p.m. Classes will start offi- 
cially on April 8 and run until May 
27. Students should have their 
own 35-mm cameras with inter- 
changeable lens, preferably 105 
mm, 20 mm or 28 mm, or digital 


cameras with similar zoom-lens. 


attachments. 

A Batanes Photo Safari is set for 
April 12-15 jointly with - Wally 
‘Trinidad of Fiesta Tours. 

Registration is ongoing in 
Mandy Navasero PhotoPRo Studio, 
Rm. 227, LRI Business Plaza, 210 
Nicanor Garcia St. (formerly Re- 
poso St.), Bel-Air H Village, Makati 
City. Call 8991767 or 8963208 or 
email _mandynavasero@yahoo. 
com.ph 

Navasero obtained her BA in 
Photography, major in Illustration 
and Advertising, at Brooks Insti- 
tute of Photographic Arts and Sci- 
ences in Santa Barbara, California. 


Perfect wedding 


life at the Abbey of Our Lady of 
Montserrat on Mendiola, Mani- 
la. He studied the Holy Rule of 
St. Benedict and the Scriptures 
and practically lived the disci- 
pline of monastic life. 

He was ordained to the priest- 
hood by Rufino Cardinal Santos 


at the Abbey Church on March 
22, 1954. 

He finished his philosophy 
and theology courses with very 
high honors. He took further 
studies such as Licentiate in 
Theology and Master of Arts in 
English Literature at the 
Catholic University of America, 
Washington, DC, in 1957. 

Father Lacson has visited vari- 
ous Benedictine monasteries 
and established fraternal link- 
ages with monks of other con- 
gregations worldwide. 


Educator 

One of his challenging tasks 
was as prior-administrator of 
the Benedictine Abbey from 
1972-1979. It was a rough and 
tough period of martial law. 
Where religious and lay leaders 
were suspected as subversives, 
Father Lacson held the Benedic- 
tine community together like a 
good shepherd. 

In 1979, when no one was 
willing to take on the challenge, 
Father Lacson agreed to become 
the concurrent director of the 
then Benedictine Abbey School 
in Alabang Hills Village, 
Muntinlupa City. 

It was no ordinary responsi- 
bility. And with the grace of God, 
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Benedictine marks milestone 


he faithfully led his flock, cared 
for them and served them well. 

In 1983, he became rector of 
San Beda College, Manila. Since 
1992, he has been intermittently 
the local superior of the Bene- 
dictine community in Alabang. 

The 57 years of Father Lacson 
as a Benedictine monk, more than 
as shepherd of Benedictine com- 
munities in Manila and Alabang 
and as steward of San Beda Col- 
lege in Manila and Alabang, has 
shown that Father Lacson at heart 
is a humble and amiable man, a 
self-effacing and unassuming 
friend, a forgiving and loving fa- 
ther who has brought Jesus to the 
hearts of many people. 

He is an exemplary monk 
whose love of God and people, 
discipline and prayer life are 
virtues that have influenced the 
lives of the younger generation 
of priests and lay alike. 

Certainly, when he was born 
80 years ago, the angels danced 
in heaven. Happy birthday to 
our dear Father Lacson! 


The author is also a Benedic- 
tine priest who is finishing his Li- 
centiate in Canon Law at the Ec- 
clesiastical Faculties of the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, España, 
Manila. 
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PARTICIPANTS of the Mandy Navasero Coron Photo Safari last summer 


of the figurative 
and the abstract 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


figuration of Social Realism, ; 


and as a student in the Univer- 


CROWNE PLAZA 
THE PLACE TO MEET. 


IN EGHAI ROXAS’ QUASI- 
abstract world, unidentified 
objects float in space. We'd 
probably never know why 
they're there except for their 
virtuoso effect or as bravura 
element. 

They're either a perfect orb, which 
could be a balloon, a ball, the sun, the 
moon, a planet, as in “Rhapsody” and 
“Landscape’—or a rectangular figure, 
which could be a log or a bone, as in 
“Levitation” and “Unified Elements.” 
Or a combination of both, as in “Alter- 
native Dimension.” And they're set in 
visual space that could be a landscape, 
a seascape, or outer space 

Roxas’ technique consists of layer- 
ing of various textures and embellish- 
ing with gestural strokes. The rectan- 
gular shape is but a strip of impasto 
painted with shadow underneath, 
while the orb is delicately composed 
with highlight. 

Here is the perfect marriage of the 
representational and the nonrepre- 
sentational in art—because these 
free-floating forms are really figura- 
tive (they even have shadows), and 
the pictorial field obviously is ab- 
stracted. The odd yet apt pairing 
sults in what looks like Surrealism 
that could also be Zen, 

‘This convergence of polarities 
springs naturally from Roxas’ artistic 
evolution, As a youth in the 1970s he 
had immersed himself in the clean 


sity of the Philippines College 
of Fine Arts he had as mentors 
such prominent abstraction- 
ists as José Joya, Alfredo Lion- 
goren (early exponent of figu- 
rative-abstract blend), Nestor 
Vinluan, Constancio Bernardo 
(abstraction pioneer). 

Roxas’ signature floating element 
and textured abstraction are again 
showcased in a show that has taken 
landscape as subject and theme—"Kas- 
sel,” 10 large and 37 small pieces in 
acrylic on canvas, until March 16 in Ga- 
lerie Astra, 2/5 LRI Business Plaza, 210 
Nicanor Garcia St. (formerly Reposo), 
Bel-Air II, Makati City. 

Says the exhibition note: "This 
show is the result of the artist's im- 
pressions, aesthetic moods and medi- 
tations on the subject of his most re- 
cent European sojourn to the small 
central German city of Kassel. Known 
among artists as the venuc of the qua- 
drennial art event Documenta, it is an 
otherwise quiet university town sur- 
rounded by farmlands and a land- 
scape famous for its greenery.” 

Roxas was then holding a series of 
exhibits in Vienna and Essen, from 
October to November last year. He 
says his visit to Kassel, which coincid- 
ed with the 50th anniversary of Docu- 
menta, marked a shift in his view of 
modern art and “how contemporary 
Philippine art could significantly gain 
by meditating on and combining with 
Western art in unexpected ways.” 


“ALONE” 


Thus, in this exhibit, we are re- 
galed with a seamless blending of 
Westem nonobjective abstraction 
and Filipino painterly tradition, plus 
the gestural strokes of Chinese callig- 
raphy and the minimalism of Zen. 

‘Witness the hyperrealist rendition 
of floating objects against total ab- 
straction in such pieces as “Alone,” 
“Cultural Differences,” “Element of 
Broken Dreams,” Or the calligraphic 
strokes à la Cy Twombly in “Endless 
Sojourn.” 

‘The pieces are chiefly monochro- 
matic, in black and white, reminding 
us that, when the artist visited, the 
green landscape of Kassel had van- 
ished and winter was creeping in, 
This is celebrated in “Endless So- 
journ,” like a flurry of snow, and in 
“Winter in Kassel,” like a pool of 
mud. 

Roxas received the Jurors’ Choice 
at the 1994 Philip Morris Philippine 
Art Awards, and won for nonrepre- 
sentational painting at the 1997 Art 
Association of the Philippines compe: 
tition. A fine specimen of a painterly 
abstractionist, 
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not that old either, and ready to reinvent them- 
selves, to go into new projects, and to have new 
experiences with their husbands, lovers.or what 
have you. 

‘Thus, the sex comedy-musical “Were Still 
Hot!” by JJ McColl, an off Broadway play, with 
the melodies synthesized and arranged byy, 
Rueben Gurr. The Philippine production was @i-: 
nounced at a recent press conference at the +| 
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intoned. T think she was... but I couldn't be sure Fe 
because her back was turned to me. » 

“Romance is a better aphrodisiac,” the physi- eae FREE @ PLAN 600 
cian observed. “A red rose from your husband isa i /CAMERA, VIDEO 
better aphrodisiac than a sex video. [Also] if you SOUND RECORDER 
don't use it [your sex), you'll lose it. The vagina MP3 PLAYER / 
will collapse.” 

In answer to a question on whether middle- 
aged men can keep up with women sexually, 


OLDER D2 


į 2MP CAMERA 

f VIDEO 8x ZOOM 

(-FM RADIO, DUAL CAM 

i BLUETOOTH 
MP3, MMS, EMAIL 


* dumber must begin with B" and is subject to availability; doos not apply to vanity numbers 


PINKY Marquez plays Cynthia Sawyer, the 3 ian Enjoy these benefits when you get a Sun Cellular postpaid line: 


“typical housewife.” “e IDD Top Ten - US 104, is starting on the first minute to te To n destinations! US. Mein, Shea, Hong Kong, Canada, 
= Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei, Guam, Macau, Simply call 200 or visit The Sun Shop to enroll. 
SPECIAL ECONOMY CLASS «+ Roaming service available with 150 operators in more than 80 destinations Simply call 202 (Roaming Hotline) to activate, 
i ont Oval ski A © Unlimited chatting with Sun iMessenger! Text SUNIM to 2746. & Aie ast 


+ Charonia Spoeen & Peony 12 yo aon TWR F208 TOR 


SAUER ASSES A tt ata Wag Hurry and visit The Sun Shop nearest you! 
Handset Plan 350 Plan 600° Plan-1000 ‘Plan 2000 -Pian 3500 
Nokia 3120° FREE jE 
mw F Sony Ericsson K300i 1150 
renal rane ineno] | i Motorola RAZR V3 10500 
Nokia N70 20,150 


Nae a Dn Ro ec ed al HB |i Rese 
ntl a a SA Deon eon er ns pe : CELLULAR 


P4,500 


Everyhing Important is Under he Sun 


Montat 3954000 wun com ph 


be 


moe PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER enews sterner e ane 


LIFESTYLE 


Pleasant but disposable 


By.Gibbs Cadiz 


r HERE ARE QUITE 
| a few descriptives 
that come to mind 
upon watching “I Love 
You, You're Perfect, Now 
Change,” Rep’s latest of- 
fering after the dreary, 
warmed-over sitcom play 
that was “Nobody's Per- 
fect.” 
‘perfectly pleasant” is one of 
them, “Perfectly disposable” is ati- 
ther. 
‘et*Nobody’s Perfect” 


id “I Love 
fou, You're Perfect...” represent 
Rep's return to its low-key, worka- 
day business model after the glori- 
ous peak of “Man of La Mancha” 
fast year. 

Given the economics of the 
trade and the paucity of truly com- 
pelling material every time, per- 
haps that's understandable. Rep 
cant afford one showy production 
after another, so it has to settle for 
season fillers here and there. 

With har-har lines like “Tell me 1 
didn't walk in on an episode of the 
‘Files! and “Td rather have 
open-heart surgery done by an 
orangutan on speed,” “Nobody's 
Perfect” fit the bill quite snugly. The 
new production, rest assured, is an 


improvement on that snoozer, but 
not by much. 


Junkfood 

As semaphored by its cutesy ti- 
tle, “I Love You, Youre Perfect, 
Now Change,” directed by Michael 
Wiliams, is the theatrical equiva- 
lent of junk food—filing but for- 
gettable. 

The filling sensation comes 
largely from the customary Rep- 
imprinted professionalism that “I 
Love You's” cast of four brings to 
their roles. As various pairs of 
lovers who go through the many 
complications of dating, engage- 
ment and eventual marriage, Rob- 
bie Guevara, Lies! Batucan, Nic 
Manahan and Cathy Azanza tear 
into their parts with lipsmackin’ 
gusto. 

‘That kind of verve has a validat- 
ing benefit: It gives this material 
more respectability than is due it. 

“| Love You's" music, by Jimmy 
Roberts, reworks some familiar 
and not-so-familiar pop tunes to 
create something more along the 
lines of a revue than a full-blown 
musical, Billy Joel's "We Didn't 
Start the Fire” is quoted, as is Helen 
Reddy's “I Am Woman.” 

In Act 2, Azanza sings (beauti- 
fully) a country-tinged bromide 
called "Always a Bridesmaid,” and 
it’s of a piece with any twangy, bit- 


Alexandru Tomescu 
:at Philamlife March 26 


[ROMANIAN VIOLIN SUPER- 
‘star Alexandru Tomescu is all set 
“for a retum engagement at the 
Philamlife Theater on March 26 
‘with pianist Mary Anne Espina. 
a Tomescu, winner of the Grand 
$ Prix Yehudi Menuhim Prize of the 
Margaret Long-Jacques Thibaud 
‘gCompetition in Paris and a gold 
‘medalist in the Paganini Intema- 
‘tional Violin Competition in aly, 
“got a rousing standing ovation 
zaWhen he performed Lalo's. Sym- 
phonie Espagnol with the Manila 
Philharmonic Orchestra last year 

“T am very excited to perform 

in Manila again,” said Tomescu, 
Š who recently sat on the jury of 
Se:hnother violin competition in his 
erpative Romania. 
SEs Described by French critics as 
Scetone of the great violinists of this 
Emoment," and by the German 
Sires as “a violin superstar" 
Š Jomescu will also do outreach 
=" concerts in the Philippine coun- 

tnyside. 

‘Tomescu’s program includes 
Ledlair’s Sonata in D, Beethoven's 
“Spring” Sonata, Sarasate's “Car- 
men” Fantasy, Tchaikovsky's Valse 


New releases from Ateneo 


VIOLIN superstar Tomescu 


Scherzo, Wieniawskis A Major 
Polonaise and Paganin’s “Dance 
ofthe Witches.” 

‘The concert is presented by 
Music News and Philippine 
‘American Life Insurance Compa- 
ny. 

Tomescu will perform at the 
Pasig Music Festival recital series 
at the Pasig Museum on March 
2B. 

Call 9007023 or 
8851136. 


0910- 


tersweet ditty Loretta Lynn would 
beproud of. * 

Still, there is something inher- 
ently suspicious about musical 
larceny like this, lighthearted 
though it may be. More than lazi- 
ness, it signals a slick willingness 
on the songwriters part to bank on 
easy nostalgia for audience ap- 
proval of his work. 

“I Love You's" status as one of 
the longest-running Off-Broadway 
musicals must rest not only on its 
economical staging (four actors, a 
piano and a violin), but also on its 
appeal as a melodically cozy after- 
dinner diversion. 

Jeanie Linders’ “Menopause, 
‘The Musical,” at least, had an ex- 
cuse. It simply recast baby-boomer 
chart classics because its target au- 
dience was of that generation, and, 
frankly, because singing a Broad- 
way power ballad about 
menopause must have sounded 
frightening. 


Good songs 

“I Love You's” time frame is more 
indeterminate, swinging from retro 
milieus (that's what all those out- 
landish wigs on Guevara and Batu- 
can suggest, anyway) to contempo- 
rary set pieces. A few good songs 
punctuate this uneven quilt, allow- 
ing each performer a chance to rise 
above the coy proceedings. 


moment, 


stage). 


gether 


E-mail the author at gcadiz@in- 
quirercom.ph 


‘There's Azanza's “Bridesmaid” 


Manahan's touching 


“Shouldn't I Be Less in Love with 
You?,” Guevara's meltdown from 
strutting macho to sniveling sop- 
head while watching a chick flick 
with his girlfriend ("Tear Jerk”). 

ts Batucan who extracts a brief 
flash of brilliance from the show's 
variety-sketch format. In “The Very 
First Dating Video of Rose Ritz,” a 
nonmusical number, she sits before 
a handycam, describing herself for 
a prospective date (her blown-up 
video image is projected on the 


Each small detail she recounts 
pinballs into something revelatory 
of her failed relationships. By the 
end of this breakdown, the Rose 
Ritz captured in close-up is an alto- 
different 
Batucan has belied the notion that 
stage actors don't do well in front 
ofthe camera. 

Uh-oh. Bad news for “I Love 
You.” What does it say about a mu- 
sical when its most stirring mo- 
ment isa monologue? 


person—and 


‘I Love You, You're Perfect, Now 
Change” runs until March 12.at Rep’s 
Globe Theater, OnStage, Greenbelt 1. 
Call 8870710 or 8919999. 


in Repertory Phi 


NIC MANAHAN, Cathy Azanza, Rol 
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ie Guevara and Lies! Batucan 


ines’ “I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change” 


UP writing workshop fellows bared 


LIKHAAN: THE UP INSTITUTE OF CREATIVE 
Writing (ICW) has selected 12 fellows to the 
45th UP National Writers Workshop to be held 
at Pines View Hotel, Baguio City, April 1-8. 

‘The fellows are: fiction in English, Bernice 
C. Roldan; fiction in Filipino, Liza Magtoto, 
Jimmuel C. Naval, Zosimo E. Quibilan Jr; po- 
ery in English, Raymond John A. de Borja, 
Joel M. Toledo, and Lourd Ernest H. de Veyra; 
poetry in Filipino, Ariel Dim Borlongan and 
Paolo M. Manalo; drama, Allan B. Lopez; and 
creative nonfiction in English, Mario 1. Miclat 


and Virginia M. Villanueva. 

‘The workshop, one of the major annual pro- 
jects and the most important outreach program 
Of the ICW, will have a new format this year. 

Former workshop fellows were allowed to 
apply. Fellows will be expected to make a pre- 
sentation of their works-in-progress and dis- 
cuss a problem related to the work during the 
workshop. 

‘The teaching staff is composed of ICW di- 
rector Vim D. Nadera, UP vice president for 
public affairs Cristina Pantoja Hidalgo (also 


New UP-Press titles 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Press recently released 14 new titles as its ini- 
tial offering for 2006. The event was billed 
“Paglulunsad 2006: Unang Yugto” and was 
held at Balay Kalinaw in UP Diliman. 

New scholarly titles include "A Dark Tinge 
to the World: Selected Essays (1987-2005),” 
by Soledad S$. Reyes; "Gabay sa Fildwurk,” 
by Consuelo Joaquin-Paz; “Gender, informa- 
tion Technology, and Health,” by Jinky 
Leilanie del Prado-Lu; “Roots of the Filipino 
Nation, Volume 1,” by O.D. Corpuz; “The 
Star-Entangled Banner: One Hundred Years 
of America in the Philippines,” by Sharon 
Delmendo; and “Toward a People's Litera- 
ture: Essays in the Dialectics of Praxis and 
Contradiction in Philippine Writing,” by E. 


The Development of 
the Religious Congregations for Women 
inthe Spanish Philippines, 1565-1898 


San Juan. 

New literary titles include 
“A Literary Journey with Gil- 
da Cordero-Fernando,” by 
Sylvia Mendez Ventura; “Bed- 
time Stories: Mga Dula sa Re- 
lasyong Sexual,” by Rene O. 
Villanueva; “Dark Hours,” by 
Conchitina Cruz; “Jungle Plan- 
et and Other Stories,” by A 
Lakambini Sitoy; “Kuwadro 
Numero Uno: Mga Tula,” by Be- 
nilda S. Santos, “Selected Sto- 
ries,” by Jose Y. Dalisay Jr.; "The 
Lovely Bienvenido N. Santos,” 
by Isagani R. Cruz; and “The Road 1 Trav- 
eled,” by Gloria T. Aragon. 


3THE ATENEO DE MANILA UNI- 
Yrersity Press has released new titles. 
3 “To Love and to Suffer: The Development 
“oF the Religious Congregations for Women in 
‘he Spanish Philippines, 1565-1898,” by Lu- 
‘iano Santiago, narrates the collective story 
‘of the courageous beatas who battled the 
tbdds to establish their congregations in the 
arly years and sustain their efforts through 
‘the generations. 

2 “The Making of the Igorot,” by Gerard 
FFinin, examines how and why American colo- 
‘nial rule transformed social and spatial rela- 
Yions throughout the Cordillera, creating a 
‘distinctive pan-Cordilleran consciousness. 

$å Itanalyzes the ways in which the establish- 
Snent of the Mountain Province in the early 
[1900s and the imposition of direct American 
Gule served to discourage contact between 
‘highlanders and lowlanders, while reinfore- 
4ing notions of highlander connectedness. The 
author also looks at the central role of Baguio 


‘Older women reinvent themselves 


in the formation of a robust Igorot identity. 

Fifty years after the end of his term as supe- 
rior of the Jesuits, the memoirs of Fr. John 
Hurley, S.J., are annotated by historian Fr. 
José Arcilla, S.J., and published as “John E 
Hurley, S.J, Wartime Superior (1941-1945) in 
the Philippines.” 

In this book, Father Hurley shares his expe- 
riences from the first days of World War Il un- 
til the end of the hostilities. He saw and en- 
dured the pain brought by war, but lived 
through it optimistically, and wrote about it 
vividly and witily. 

In “Authentic Though Not Exotic, Essays on 
Filipino Identity” Fernando Zialcita addresses 
the persistent unease of many Filipinos as to 
the “authenticity” of their identity, and sug- 
gests thar through a dialectical process the en- 
counter between the Western and the indige- 
nous has generated a broader sense of com- 
‘munity that has transcended the kin. 

‘All books are available at the Ateneo Press 


To] OVE 
adio SUIJEY 


-lfng o1 pito 2407] oJ, 


Luciano P. R. Santiago 


(4265984; 4266001 locals 4610/4613; uni- 
press@admu.edu.ph) and bookstores nation- 
wide. 


the workshop director), university professor 
emeritus Gémino H. Abad, National Artist 
and dean Virgilio S. Almario, professor emeri- 
tus Amelia Lapeña Bonifacio, Jose Y. Dalisay 
Jr, J. Neil C. Garcia, professor emeritus Bien- 
venido Lumbera, Charlson L. Ong, Jun Cruz 
Reyes, Joi Barrios, Lilia Quindoza Santiago, 
UP Mindanao chancellor Ricardo M. de Ung- 
ria, and Rene O. Villanueva. 

The fellows are advised to call the UP ICW 
at 9221830 or call/SMS Tony Serrano at 
0918-5122314 to confirm their attendance. 


Press director Ma. Luisa” 

Camagay welcomed the 

guests, including UP vice 

president for academic af- 

fairs Amy Guevarra and? 

UP vice president for pub- 

lic affairs Cristina Hidal-' 
g0. 

‘The books are available 

at the UP Press Book- 

stores in UP Diliman, 

Baguio, Iloilo and Davao; 

and at Aeon Books on 

Katipunan, Popular 

Bookstore on T. Morato, Solidari- 

dad, PowerBooks, National Book Store, and 

Fully Booked, 


Self-help books 


from New Day 


NEW DAY PUBLISHERS HAS 
released “365 Ways to Make the 
Most of Your Marriage” by Juliet 
Janvrin and Lucy Selleck, a best- 
seller in the United Kingdom. 

‘The 192-page book offers a dai- 
ly dose of wise and witty words to 
provide guidance and inspiration 
for a lifetime of marriage. 

Janvrin is author of the best- 
selling “365 Ways to Survive as a 
Parent” (Lion Publishing, 2000), 
while Selleck has been a couple's 
counselor for 10 years and has 
worked with the press and televi- 
sion on relationship issues. 

New Day has also released 


Stress” and “The Thing About 
Calories,” all by Liz Babs. 

“The Thing About the Office” is 
an essential read for those who 
dream of a stress-free workplace. 

“The Thing About Calories” 
gives tips on how to balance 
healthy living and the pressure to 
diet with love for food. 

Meanwhile, American author 
John Byrne offers practical but hi- 
larious pointers for school and 
work in his latest two titles, “Sur- 
vival Tips for Students” and “Sur- 
vival Tips at Work.” 

Byrne is a best-selling cartoon- 
istand stand-up comedian. 


easy-to-read illustrated self-help 


books such as “The Thing About 
the Office,” “The Thing About 


Call 9275982 or e-mail new- 
dayorders@edsamail.com.ph 


LYN SHERMAN plays Kate Phillips, 
‘single mother of a 30-year-old son. 


FrompageDI 


Manalo noted: “Pact is, women are hot but 
men are taking medicines which debilitate 
them... Men dic earlier of heart disease.” 

‘She added, “We are the stronger sex be- 
cause we have to bear the children of the 
world.” 

Manalo quoted from a study that 
showed 29 percent of women have sex 
five times a week. “t's a French study” she 
hastened to add. 

‘Oh, yes, we were talking about the play. 
It stars Pinky Marquez, Shamaine Centen- 
cra, Lyn Sherman and Niña Romualdez. 
‘They play school chums who are reunited 
afier 35 years, and as they interact again, 
their stories unfold through song and 
dance. They unburden themselves to one 


another. 

One feels life has passed her by, another 
is a single mother. A third longs for life, a 
fourth is struggling financially. And so on. 
‘There's a lot of comedy, but pathos, too. 

‘An unseen male character tums to be a 
link among the four, and he isa heel. Aha, 
is this a sexist play in reverse? 

“The play is produced by Bahaghari Pro- 
ductions, and its four officers are also 
women of a certain age: Carmita Francis 
co, Margie Moran Fioirendo, Maan Hon- 
tiveros, and Romualdez (also one of the 
performers). 


“We're Still Hot! The Musical” opens on 
March 17 at the new Teatrino, Greenhills, 
San Juan, and will run for four weekends 
until April 8. 


THE MCO FOUNDATION 
and Equitable PCI Bank 
will present 8-year-old 
pianist, Hannah Frances 
Hua on March 18, 4 p.m., 
at Francisco Santiago Hall 
of Equitable PCI Bank 
Tower I, Makati Avenue, 
Makati City. She is under 
the tutelage of Cecile 
Basilio-Roxas and has 
performed in several piano 
recitals and workshops. 
She ls a Grade 2 student at 
the International School 
Manila and is the daughter 
of Yun Wang and Jingdong 
Hua, Call 8407000 loc. 
2630, 
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Jack Salud’s pointillist vigor 


WISTFUL, TRANQUIL, WARM, He developed the pointiilist dentartistof Gallery 139 owned Ẹ F 
intimate, animated, nostalgic, style naturally in the course of and managed by Pinky Roxas. 
subtle, simple, lyrical—these his evolution from a watercol- In 2005, Salud was commis- 
come to the fore as one steps orist with a fascination with the sioned by the Philippine Daily 
back to savor Jack Salud’s intri- rough, granular texture of pot- Inquirer to be one of the 20 Fil- 
cately executed works. tery. ipino artists to paint the life-size 
Every square inch of Salud’s in his 19th one-man exhibit guyito sculptures for PDI’s 20th 
artwork contains 1,060 dots titled “Tranquility in a Multi- anniversary. 
S fve graded layers of pure col- tude of Dots,” Salud interprets He was also one of the 30 Fil- 
Gred minute dots moving from tranquility and silence on six ipino artists who contributed 
fight to dark hues. This brings it large-scale canvases. Thecollec- their interpretations of the | 
to a total of 1,628,160 dots for tion features women in peaceful pine Madonna, which 
every 4ftx2.5 ftcanvas which is solitude while leisurely admir- won in the anti-tuberculosis 
currently the minimum size of ing the intricate beauty of vari- stamp design contest of the 
his artworks. Itis a test of one’s ous flowers. It also features Union Internationale, Contre La 
reflexes to mark a perfect dot if Saluds various interpretation of Tuberculose Es Les Maladies 
Wwe are to consider the resiliency motherand child all rendered in Respiratoires held in Paris, 
ofa #2 sable brush and the con- “Pointillism.” France. 
Sistency of thinned acrylic Salud opened his first soloin “Tranquility in a Multitude of 
1997 at the Ayala Museum, Dots" runs from March 10-25, at 
which had given him the presti- Gallery 139, 3/L, Glorietta 4, 
gious commission to design the Ayala Center. Call 7289724 or e- 
alme museum's Christmas cards. mail jesalud@pldtdsl.net 
ys, “Witnessing this avalanche In 1999, he opened his first 
of multicolored dots gradually international solo exhibit in 
transform itself into an image of Roppongi, Tokyo, through the 
serenity and joy never cease to invitation of the Department of 
amaze me.” Foreign Affairs. Salud is a resi- 
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PC MAGAZINE PHILIPPINES and INTEL MICROELECTRONICS PHILIPPINES, INC. 
present 


PC MAGAZINE & INTEL 
How-To Roadshow 


A NATIONWIDE series of seminars on 
making INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES If you're the owner of a small or medium-sized 


business, and you want to know how computers 


work for SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESSES ami teyou prometu: ten tisis trv! 


For reservations, please fax this form to 759-2022 to 24 


MAKATI CITY or email details to editors@ncmag.ph 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Ayala Center 3 ee 
8:30am to 5:00pm Company: 


March28 For retail/wholesale and service-oriented neil 
business owners (stores, food, real estate, etc.) 

March 30 For manufacturing-oriented business owners (food oe 
processing, apparel, furniture, etc.) ees 

March 31 For professional services (accounting, legal, etc.) 


E-mail Address: 


Nature of Business: 


“PROVINCIAL TOUR ae) Seminar fee is just PHP 500.00. 


For all owners of small- and medium-sized enterprises in retail, manufacturing or professional services. Inclusive of: Buffet lunch, morning aces 
afternoon snack, and a 6-month subscription 
DAVAO CEBU ANGELES, PAMPANGA 


to PC Magazine 
The Marco Polo Davao Cobu City Marriot Hotel Holiday Inn Clark s 


i ive, Mi Solacted participants shall be contacted prior to tho event and shall be given * 
CM. Recto sty Cardinal Rosales Ave., Mimosa Drive, Mimosa Leisure Estate, a a payments. Once pyre ected te sliced 

Davao City Cebu City Clark Field Pampanga participants shall be given CONFIRMATION CODES. Only interested parties with 
April 20, 2006 @ 8:30am to 5:00pm | May 11, 2006 @ 8:30am to 5:00pm È June 8, 2006 @ 8:30am to 5:00pm confirmation codos shall be accepted into the seminars, 


Due to the limited slots, PC Magazine reserves the right to pre-select the participants for the above events. 
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DIVINE COMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 
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Horoscope ieeatna 

HMPH! MAUGO KA NSA LABAS KA KASI NG : 
sı, BY FRANCIS DRAKE . , BUNSDY! PARA SA ABAS SA ARAW, tele, saBinw Po BA NN, 
TOU BORN TODAY Youre creative and artistic. You're also kind and tenderhearted, You always aim for the highest, HYGIENE Mo RIN YAN: Amoy ARAW KA KUYA, AMoY BUWAt 
TOU RORA T ara at what you de because you're motivated by your ideals. Physically you enjoy a sensuous re NA TULOY: 4 
Be rs al efor el att ns ear 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
EN ssi 19): Give youset Sune 20): With Mars in 
fime to do some private your sign now, you're 
nergetie, assertive and 

strong. Today you feel 


this way even more so, because the 
Moon is in your sign as well. This 


reading or thinking. You 

have a lot on your mind 
now; nevertheless, you need more 
solitude than usual. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): increased activity 
‘with others forces you 
to encounter values you 


don't necessarily sup- 
pot gr agree with. outl have to 
fearn how to compromise or agree to 


tips the odds in your favor! disagree. 


CANCER (June 21 to VIRGO (Aug. 23_ to 
July 22): Time spent Sept. 22): Discussions 
‘alone today wili help E with others are signifi- 
you contemplate oppor- cant today. Perhaps you 


tunities to travel. Forge have to talk to your boss 
ahead with plans for ora parent. Why not test your ideas 

publishing in the media and explor- by first bouncing them off a partner 

[ng further education. You want to or friend? 

get more out of life. 


Daity CROSSWORD 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Your populari- 
ty Tating is definitely 
strong now. Everyone 
wants to see your face. 
Financial matters con- 


© 


cern you today. Don't do anything 
you don't want to do. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Work hard at pub- 
fishing, educational, 
medical and legal mat- 
ters now. It's also a good 

day to make travel plans. Your mind 

is very quick and active today. You 
can take care of a lot of details. 


ACROSS 
1 Lamb's pen 
name 
5 Maureen of 
fimdom 
10 English gent 
14 Tenant's 
mothiy check 
15 Drama parts 
18 __ and now 
17 Shute 
bestseller 
19 HOMES 
._ element 
20 Got up 
21 Vendor 
PE 
26 Page of songs 
27 Fire pons 
31 Talked wildly 
34 Tokyo, formerly 
35 Hit 
-37 Acaplal of 
+7 Bolla 
„$B Blades 
-740 John Smith, 
A perhaps 
“H2 Swit pace 
43 Hurried 
45 Subject 
47 Last ofa 7 Exclamation of 
ieman? reget 
48 Bridal party 8 Brief summer 
members 9 Stone-worker's 
50 Month for 
elections 
52 Bnef quarrels 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You feel saucy, 
playful and sexy! This is 
fhe perfect day to buy 
exciting underwear. (Al 

ways dress from the in- 


POTIK! THiS 1s 17! LIVE 
SA NATIONAL TY! PAKITA 
MO NA PAMATAY MONG 
NGITI? BAKA NANONOOD 
"YM CRUSH KO! PROJECT, 
SISTER, PROJECT! 


ik MASASABI KO 
Ho Buist TAAGA! KAMY 
NA MAMANG MAHIHIRAP 
HURUTHUTAN NG PERA 1X! 
BAT D1 BAWASAN PANGU- 
IRAKOT SA GOBYERNO? 


NG VALUE ADDED TAX? 
ive HO'O- LIVE! 


side out.) 


SAGITTARIUS (Now. 22 
to Dec. 21): Home, fam- 
ily and real estate mat- 


ters continue to be your 
primary focus. Discus- 
Sions with partners can 

help you sort something out today. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
MA to Jan. 19): This is a 
busy day, but you will 

get a lot done. Your abil- 


y to multitask and han- 
dle details is wonderful 
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By Sianioy B. Whitton 
Highwood, 


today. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 

Feb. 18): You're think- 

À ing about your job, how 

u earn money and 

jow you spend it. How- 

ever, you also want to 

play today. (Actually, romance looks 
promising!) 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): This is a 
very strong time for you. 
However in the ‘next 
few weeks, you feel 
more in touch with your THON 


spiritual side as well This could be WORD! 
Resuse you see the rewards of prac: \ 


ticing kindness. 
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Far from being merely ornamental and in the spirit of form and function being of equal 


significance, the curved fins li 


ig the afternoon-facing walls of the building are sun-shades, 


protecting the interiors from heat and direct sunlight. It now holds the college's library, the 


administrative offices and the lecture classrooms in its basement. 


My warmest greetings to 
the faculty, students and 
staff of the UP College of Ar- 
ect as you celebrate your 
50th Foundation Anniversary. yos 
Tn this day and age of highly spe- Si 
alized fields, architecture holds a unique Ww T, 

place as a discipline that is necessarily holistic. Your 4 
Concerns as architects range from the soundness of a structure to its aesthet- 
ics to the lifestyles and living patterns of its occupants. There are few other 
people who would possess such a wide vision as the architect. The impor-, 

tance ofthis should not be underestimated 

"The integrity and excellence of the College of Architecture curriculum are 
evidenced by the work your students produce such as those sen in Haraya. 
‘Fify years of such outstanding work as vital a field is most certainly cause for 
celebration, 

T would like to congratulate the organizers for the success of this event, 
and thank the College most warmly for continuing to produce such high- 
quality architects in the service of our nation. 

Mabuhay kayong lahat 


(Sgd.) EMERLINDA R. ROMAN 
UP President 


It is with great pride that L join the students, teachers, 
administrators and staff of the College of Architecture 
as they celebrate their 0th Foundation Anniversary. 

‘As anyone above 30 might say, with age comes wis- 
dom. This is certainly as true of colleges as it is of peo- 
ple. And with 50 years behind it, the College of Archi- ~“ 
tecture can stand proud, because those 50 years repre- 
sent invaluable experience in the teaching of architecture that is diieu o 
match. 

Tt is quite fitting therefore to celebrate this anniversary by holding this 
five-day long event called Haraya, which features, among other activities, an 
exhibition of the projects and accomplishments of the college's students this 
past year. After al, ultimately the proof of a college's success lies in the kind 
of students it produces. 

‘Congratulations to everyone in the college. Let's all work together to 
make this anniversary celebration a meaningful and memorable one. 


(Sgd.) SERGIOS. CAO 
UP Chancellor 


For an institution like a college of architecture to span 
half a century is an accomplishment in itself. But to 
span half a century with glowing achievements is some- 
thing to celebrate about. 
‘The UP College of Architecture is 50 years old now. 
Some 2,000 students have come, passed through its 
portals and left with hopes to conquer the professional. 
‘world-and they have. Some 100 faculty members have taught and have gone 
with the belief that they have been part of the molding of good architects- 
and they are right. 

‘On the occasion of the SOth anniversary of our founding, we had brought 
out from the archives volumes of files and records which we pieced together 
totella story about ourselves. We had very modest beginnings, but nurtured 
by an atmosphere that gives premium to excellence and freedom of the soul 
and intellect, we had grown to be the best among architectural schools, 
chitectural educators and architectural graduates in this county. 

‘deie PTE very proud of what we ave become. eisa reason cebu 
eed! 

Happy 50th anniversary everyone!!! 


(Sgd.) PROSPERIDAD C. LUIS 
Dean, UP College of Architecture 


My dear fellow alumni and friends, 


* Welcome home! 
It is an honor and a privilege to welcome you to our 
new home-a most awaited event coinciding with the 
oth anniversary of our College, the UP College of Ar- 
chitecture, 

For atleast five years, we as students spent more 
time in school than anywhere else. Our school became 
‘our home. This home became very much a part of us 
and we, a part of it Here we gained knowledge, learned skills, and devel- 
oped ideals. Experiencing all these, we cherish our schooldays but value our 
UP education even more having seen it open doors of opportunities to its 
alumni here and abroad. 

We take pride in the first 50 yeas of the College and congratulate is lead- 
cers and faculty who have dedicated and contributed talem, effort and time in 
bringing the College where it is today. We are also grateful to our fellow 
alumni who have excelled in their profession and who, in serving society, 
have brought more honor to this College and its alumni, 

Tis our hope that this new home continues to be what it represents 
home that wil teach, challenge and hamess the potentials of its young aspir- 
ing students, a home thar will foster excellence in education through its com- 
mitted and competent faculty, a home that its alumni will continue to nur- 
ture and serve, 

"Together, let us work with greater zeal towards achleving new heights in 
the next 50 years, 

‘Again, Welcome Homel 


(Sgd.) MA. EDWINA CONSUNJI-LAPERAI, 
President, UP College of Architecture Alumni Foundation Ine, 


bite sce 


By Joel V. Nigos 


IP THERE ARE THINGS THE UNIVERSITY 
of the Philippines College of Architecture 
prides itselfas it celebrates its 50th anniver- 
sary this year, these can be classified into 
three-the quality of the graduates it pro- 
duces every year, the quality of its faculty 
and the architectural programs it offers. 

For one, an average of 85 percent of those 
who walked the halls of the college passes 
the government licensure examinations for 
architecture in the last several years, The na- 
tional average is only 40 percent. 

There are 24 members of its faculty 
working full-time aside from an additional 
pool of 30 instructors coming straight from 
private practice. This faculty is instrumen- 
tal in developing the college's curriculum 
which in turn hones the kind of graduates 
the college produces. 
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Steig PE. 
ae 


Prosperidad Luis, Dean of the College, 
says that indeed the UPCA has come a long 
way since it offered its first Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Architecture degree in 1956. 

Sharing her insights from the college's 
new and finally its permanent home within 
UP’ Diliman campus, Luis adds that with 
those achievements the primary concern of 
the College now is to maintain that stan- 
dard, Luis has been teaching at UP since 
1976. She earned her bachelor’s degree 
from the college in 1964 and she comple- 
‘mented it with a Masters degree which she 
earned later. 

This standard has actually earned for 
UPCA the recognition as a Center of Excel- 
lence given by the Commission on Higher 
Education in 1999. = 

The College currently offers Bachelor's 
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Lik a and| 


Gold Award recipient ' 


“Be truthful in your profession. Put God first, 
then country and family as you do your work.” 


‘THUS SHARES GERONIMO V MANAHAN, 
who was awarded with the Likha and Gold 
award by the United Architects of the Philip- 
pines on April 1 last year. 

Manahan, only the eight recipient of such 
award, considers it as sweet since it is a 
recognition given by his peers in the profes- 
sion. He joins Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines architect Leandro Locsin, Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas architect Gabriel Formoso, 
Cesar Canchela, Manuel Mafiosa, Angel 
Lazaro, Bobby Mafiosa and Felipe Mendoza 
in the elite list of awardees. 

“This award is also especially meaningful 
for me because I'm the only one among the 
awardees who had taught architecture in 
school while at the same time practiced my 
profession," says Manahan. He attributes his 
success as an architect to the principle which 
he continuously adheres to this day. 

‘The Likha and Gold Medal Award is the 
highest distinction that may be bestowed by 
the National Board as endorsed by the Col- 
lege of Fellows upon a Fellow. For an award 
to be handed out, the Board should be unan- 
imous in making the decision, 

Manahan was also recognized for his "ex- 
ceptional practice as a professional and ex- 
emplary performance as an Architect and 
Environmental Planner, an excellent and 
much admired Mentor and his unparalleled 
contributions to the improvement of Build- 
ing Technology and Research in the field of 
his professions. 


Asked what he considers as his contribu- 
tion to the practice of architecture in the 
country, Manahan says, "I believe it is in edu- 
cation and research. 1 have written text- 
books which are being used in teaching the 
program. I was also part of those who devel- 
oped the ladder-type curriculum which is 
now in use in all Philippine colleges and uni- 
versities. We have also developed a program 
based on the Philippine context of architec- 
ture and not solely relied on the Western-ori- 
ented practice." 

Manahan is currently busy with his work 
at the Planning Resources and Operations 
Systems (PROS), an urban planning firm he 
set up with some partners including another 
Likha and Gold Medal awardee Manual 
Mañosa in 1976. He assumed the company's 
presidency in 1997. PROS' major projects in- 
clude the reclamation of Manila Bay, the 
Business and Master Development Plan of 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines and 
government housing projects. 

Manahan's specialization is in urban plan- 
ning. Some of his latest assignments are the 
current Bohol Tourism Plan, the urban de- 
velopment and tourism plan for Sipalay, Ne- 
gros Occidental, and the Aeropolis project of 
‘Aviva, an Ayala company. He's also doing sig- 
nificant research on housing and passive 
cooling which means energy conservation as 
applied to architecture," 

Born on May 25, 1937, Manahan is the 


UP College of Architecture: 


enter of Excellence 


WHEN REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7722 OR 
the Higher Education Act was passed 
in 1994, one of its provisions was to 
expedite the attainment of relevant, 
responsive and quality higher educa- 
tion in the country. The Commission 
on Higher Education (CHEd) adopt- 
ed the policy to promote quality and 
excellence in higher education by 
identifying, supporting and develop- 
ing Centers of Excellence (COB) in 
higher edueation institutions. A COE 
is a higher education unit with a 
strong undergraduate program, re- 
search and extension capability, and 
preferably a good graduate program, 

‘The UP College of Architecture 
was identified by the CHEd in 1999 
ga Center of Excellence ater attain 
ing high marks in the evaluation pro- 
cess based on set criteria and there- 


fore was granted the amount of P3 
million to even raise further the qual- 
ity ofits educational offerings. 

‘Thereupon, UPCA embarked on 
programs, projects and activities as a 
COE, guided and directed by its 
sion "for the College to be acknowl- 
edged leader in the enhancement of 
the designed and built environment 
for the upliftment of the quality of 
the life of the Filipino people." 

‘The UPCA has four offerings-wo 
in the undergraduate level, Bachelor 
‘of Science in Architecture and Bache: 
lor in Landseape Architecture; and 
two in the graduate level, Master in 
Architecture and Master in Tropical 
Landscape Architecture, 

UPCA assessed, improved and up- 
dated its undergraduate curricula in 
2002 based on guiding principles 


the times. 
veloped on a framework 


ronment,’ 
students the full spectrum 


that would make them relevant to 
‘Architectural design 
courses, for example, have been de- 


on the themes "Self, Others and Envi- 
intended to present to the 


chitectural design. The "History, The- 
ory and Criticism" series merge histo- 
ry and theory based on the belief that 
the discussion of the evolution of ar- 


UPCA assessed, improved and updated its 
undergraduate curricula in 2002 hased on : 


older of two children of Dr. Geronimo Mana- 
han and Josefa Vicente. He holds a Diploma 
in Drafting (with honors) from the Philip- 
pine College of Arts and Trade in 1956 and a 
BS Architecture degree (cum laude) from 
the University of the Philippines in 1962. He 
was granted a Colombo Plan Scholarship in 
‘Australia when the university instituted a 
graduate program in urban and regional 
planning. He obtained his Master of Town 
and Country Planning from the University of 

MANAHAN/E3 


chitectural theories cannot be de- 
tached from the events in history that 
provide the backdrop against which 
thoughts, values and principles de- 
veloped. ‘The course syllabi in "Plan- 
ning and Urban Design" had been de- 
veloped on the premise that the ar- 
chitectural profession is part ofa big: 
ger set of realities that entail a com- 
prehensive and inter-discipinary ap- 
EXCELLENCE/D4 
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of the ar- 


guiding principles that would make them 
relevant to the times 
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degrees in Architecture and Land- 
scape Architecture as well as Masters 
degrees in Architecture and Tropical 
Landscape Architecture. 

Asked what makes UP architecture 
graduates unique and which they are 
proud of, she says, "The College's 
graduates are trained to become lead- 
ers of their own firms. We engender 
on our graduates the necessary lead- 
ership qualities that they need to be 
successful in their profession. They 
are also trained to be very resource- 
ful, creative and output-oriented. 
When they leave the College, we 
make sure that they can already stand 
on their own two feet. The best can 
we can do is to train them and equip 
them with the necessary skills for 
them to be able to practice their pro- 
fession well in the future." 


Where it all began 

UPCA started when Prof. Alfredo L. 
Juinio St., head of the UP College of 
Engineering's Department of Civil En- 
gineering, was tasked by then Dean 
Crisostomo Ortigas to introduce a 
program in Architectural Engineering 
in 1954. But since the Bureau of Civil 
Service said that “there's no such 
thing as Architectural Engineering” 
and there were no board exams for 
such a course, this led to a decision 
that a Bachelor's degree in Architec- 
ture should be offered separately. 

‘Aurelio T. Juguilon, a civil engi- 
neering graduate of UP who also took 
architecture in UST and has passed 
both board exams, later developed a 
curriculum for UP's Architecture pro- 
gram. On March 17, 1956, the UP 
Board of Regents approved the cur- 
riculum, which has a five-year dura- 
tion instead of the four-year pro- 
grams being offered in private 
schools. 


All schools of architecture followed 


EASTWEST 
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the UP program within a few years. In 
1979, this was converted into a lad- 
der-type curriculum on the initiative 
of the United Architects of the Philip- 
pines with UP faculty members 
Juguilon, Victor Tiotuyco and Geroni- 
mo Manahan and who were also ac- 
tive leaders of UAR in attendance. 
The ladder-type program gives a Cer- 
tificate of Drafting after the student 
completes three years of the course. 
After four years, the student is award- 
ed a Certificate of Building Technolo- 


Juguilon was the only faculty 
member of the program when it was 
introduced on June 1, 1956 to the 
first batch of 38 enrollees. And after 
initially being under the College of 
Engineering, it was transferred to the 
School of Fine Arts creating the 
School of Fine Arts and Architecture 
two years later. In 1958, Efren P Her- 
nandez, was appointed the second 
faculty member. 

Tiotuyco, fresh from a graduate 
study at the Cranbrook Academy of 
Art, then joined the faculty. The first 
lady faculty member, Lily T. de Leon 
and Honorato G. Paloma, Felizardo O. 
Gubatan Jr. and Teodoro R. Anel fol- 
lowed suit. 

In 1961, the College produced its 
first-ever graduate in Leonardo Con- 
cepcion. in November of the same 
year, the School of Fine Arts and Ar- 
chitecture was elevated to the status 
ofa College with Enrique J.L. Ruiz, an 
architect and artist as Dean. Juguilon 
and Fernandez were then both 
abroad for advance studies. 

This was the time when academic 
freedom made it possible for faculty 
members to be creative and inventive 
in their teaching methods. Those 
methods include the "group architec- 
ture" theory of Walter Gropius and 
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e of Architecture is now 50 


ià 
PROSPERIDAD C. Luis, Dean, UP 
College of Architecture 


the “concept system" requiring well- 
thought of bases for even the very 
first design line to be drawn. 


College of Architecture 

Upon arrival from graduate stud- 
ies, Juguilon was appointed officer- 
in-charge of CAPA, then later as dean 
on Nov. 1, 1965. On July 30, 1970, 
the Board of Regents split CAFA into 
two-the College of Fine Arts and the 
College of Architecture. Prof. Jose T. 
Joya was appointed Dean of the Col- 
lege of Fine Arts while Juguilon 
stayed as Dean of the College of Ar- 
chitecture 

New faces joined the faculty in the 
‘70s. In 1970, Geronimo V. Manahan 
and Josefina M. Ramos; 1973, Mauro 
C. Simpliciano; 1974, Norma B. 
Chico, Ma. Cristina V. Turalba and 
Cristopher P Espina; 1975, Honrado 
R. Fernandez; 1976, Prosperidad C. 
Luis; 1977, Manuel 
R. Aleta; 1978, Hora- 
cio C. Dimanlig; and 
in 1979, Armand S. 
Commandante. 

Faculty augmenta- 
tion was purposive’ 
The Bachelor in 
Landscape Architec- 
ture and the Master 
in Architecture pro- 
grams were institut- 
ed. Two new faces, 
Manuel R. Aleta and 
Horacio C. Dimanlig, 
both Landscape Ar- 
chitects, were re- 
cruited to handle the 
Landscape Architec- 
ture program devel- 
oped by Juguilon and 
his friend, prominent 
landscape architect, 
lecturer and "first 
faculty" of the pro- 
gram, Idefonso P 
Santos. 

In 1974, the Col- 
lege produced its first 
graduates of its Mas- 
ter of Architecture 
program. The follow- 
ing year, the College 
added another feath- 
er on its cap with its 
first batch of Land- 
scape Architecture 
graduates. 

Learning was fur- 
ther enhanced with 
the creation of the 
College's own Library 
at the fifth floor of 
Melchor Hall with 
the help of Dr 
Nathaniel B. 
Tablante, Vice Presi- 
dent for academic af- 
fairs. This was found 
very helpful to stu- 
dents as they would 
no longer go to the 
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‘Home is 


where 


the heart is’ 


By Dr. Geronimo V. Manahan 


FOR SEVERAL YEARS AFTER THE DEGREE 
programs in UP began, the alumni of the col- 
lege were disorganized. No one wanted to 
come forward to formally organiże the gradu- 
ates into one active body. All were intent in es- 
tablishing their careers, either here in the 
Philippines or abroad. This was the situation 
for almost two decades since architecture 
programs were set up at UP Diliman in 1956. 

By the 1980s, the nonchalance of the grad- 
uates drastically changed towards a greater 
concern for their alma mater. This may be due 
to the attitude of the university authorities to- 
wards the College of Architecture. Or it may 
be because project proposals for the up-grad- 
ing of the physical facilities of the college are 
getting more attention from the national gov- 
ernment. 

With a stronger prodding from the admin- 
istration of the College of Architecture, the 
older graduates were asked to formally orga- 
nize the alumni. Initially, the organization 
was a loose form of body, where the dean of 
the college, one of the first graduates of the 
UP program, took the cudgels in formally es- 
tablishing the alumni association. This was al- 
so the time when the country took its leap 
away from martial law. 

‘The period of organizing began with estab- 
lishing the association's foothold in UP alum- 
ni affairs. The roster of graduates in architec- 
ture and landscape architecture in both un- 
dergraduate and graduate programs were or- 
ganized. The alumni organization was 
deemed to be a foundation, hence the haste to 
register with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission as well as the registration of the 
foundation with tax-exempting bodies. An 
alumni website was also set up to provide the 
venue for alumni to communicate with each 
other. An alumni directory which today is in 
its second edition was also compiled. After 
this growing period, Rod Bernardo (B.S. Arch. 
1970) assumed the helm from me. The alum- 


College at 
Architecture 
Alumni 


| Foundation 
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ni affairs became active in as much as the as- 
sociation’s network was doing away with or- 
ganizational growing pains. Batches had their 
contact persons who took the role of commu- 
nicating with their classmates. Board meet- 
ings were held regularly so that events and 
activities can be programmed to make long- 
lost classmates meet and revive friendships, 
recall campus life and establish business rela 
tionships. It was also during Rod Bernardo's 
term when all the board examination top- 
notchers were recognized with diplomas and 
medals distributed care of the association. A 
vital program then was the raising of funds 
for the facilities and equipment of the new 
College of Architecture Complex. 

‘The College of Architecture now operates 
within its new physical plant. There are still 
other additional needs of the College at pre- 
sent and these are what the foundation is fo- 
using on now. 

Today, the UP College of Architecture 
Alumni Foundation Inc. (UPCAAFI) is headed 
by Dinky-Consunji Laperal (B.S. Arch. 1983). 
Besides the strengthening of the organiza- 
tion, as well as getting in touch with all alum- 
ni, its energy is concentrating on seeking the 
help of all alumni, friends and benefactors in 
the upgrading of the college facilities in order 
to make the operations of the college one 
rightful center of excellence in architecture 
education, research and community service. 
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Sydney in 1968. He 
earned his Doctor of Phi- 
losophy (Urban Plan- 

ning) also from UP in 
placed 
fourth in the Board 
examinations for ar- 
chitects in 1962. He 
had been licensed 
as Environmental 
Planner (Urban and 
Regional Planning) 


1992. He 


in 1995. 
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Manahan... 


He served as fac- 
ulty member of the 
University of the 
from 

1962-1992, was ap- 

pointed secretary of 
yeathe college in 1971- 


1979, awarded a profes- 
sorial chair in 1981 and 
finally appointed as 
dean of UPCA from 
1985-1990. 

‘As dean of UPCA, he 
concurrently directed 
the UP Building Ser- 
vices. He was also in- 
strumental in the devel- 
opment of the ladder- 
type curriculum for the 
BS Architecture pro- 
gram, .which became 
the framework of the 
ladder-type curriculum 
for all BS Architecture 
programs in the coun- 
try. He also helped de- 
velop the curriculum 


for UP's Master in Archi- 
tecture Program and 
Master in Urban Plan- 
ning Program. He is cur- 
rently chairman of a 
joint study committee 
of UPCA and the UP Ar- 
chitecture Alumni 
Foundation, Inc. setting 
up the proposed Center 
for ‘Tropical Architec- 
ture. be 

Manahan is married to 
the former Margarita Rok, 
as, a CPA and Central 
Bank manager for 43” 
years now. They have five” 
sons, Ronaldo, Robertoe 
(deceased), Roderie 
Ronello and Raymond. = 


Where form, function meet, 


BUILDING 1 OF THE NEW UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES 
College of Architecture was designed to house exhibit spaces, 
studio laboratories, teaching spaces, and a 300-seat auditori- 
um in an enclosed space of over 2,000 sq.m. 

‘The ground floor provides primary access through a three- 
story high, sky-lit cylindrical entry space that also encloses a 
ramped access to the second floor and an exterior bal- 
cony/viewing deck on the third level. The floor pattern fea- 
tures a demonstration model of a solar path diagram, utilizing 
sunlight from the corrugated polycarbonate skylight. 

‘The ground floor is divided into three terraced levels each 
intended to provide flexible teaching spaces for the various 
studio laboratories. The space is intended to evolve as the ini- 
tially indeterminate space requirements ofthe studio laborato- 
ries themselves evolve. Transient exhibits of student works are 
also intended to find liberal allocation in the resulting spaces. 

“The primary axis ofthe main space coincides with the longi- 
tudinal axis of the primary structural steel frame and runs ap- 
proximately northeast-southwest. It traces a symbolic and his- 
torical vector towards Melchor Hall which was the home of the 
College of Architecture for over 30 years. 

‘A secondary axis on which a slab-like protrusion of the sec- 
ond floor is based and which will eventually house three en- 
closed lecture rooms traces a second vector towards Gonzales 
Hall, the Main Library of the university which was the first 
home of the original College of Architecture and Fine Arts. 

“There is a third vector along which the curved ramp access- 
ing the second floor is oriented. This vector traces toward the 
nearby Oblation statue at Quezon Hall, symbolizing the aspira- 
tional, forward-looking content of the academic objectives of 


the College, The ramp commences from a proposed entry node", 
that will be articulated as a “non-ruin,” a derivative, archite- 
tural pun that can eventually be the focus of a student design’ 
competition 

“The “front” of the building is intended to degenerate into a' 
non-fagade, with the assemblage of elements nether attempting 
not achieving a normative unity. The brick faced wal is eventually 
expected to be covered, perhaps overgrown with the local version, 
of ivy" which is actually a variety of ficus. This will also demon- 
strate natural alternative to wall insulation. 

“The roof structure is articulated by four oversize monitors. The 
monitors, with north-facing clear storeys and aluminum louvered 
Ventilation panels provide for natural convection to exhaust the 
‘warm air and cool the main volume of space in the structure. 

‘The fully glazed southeast wall of the building is currently 
screened by a growth of ipil-ipil trees, however, itis also intended 
to provide a demonstration frame on which student-designed so- 
Jar screening elements can be mounted. The southwestern facade 
is less glazed, and is characterized by deeper volumetric protu- 
sions intended to provide more protection from the warmer, albeit 
indirect afternoon sun. The proximity of the adjacent building 
(the former CPDMO building) which will house faculty, adminis 
tration, library and classroom spaces also serves to mitigate the 
thermal impact of the afternoon sun. sà 

“The final articulation of finish and architectonic detail is in-, 
tended to evolve as the building which provides a venue fors 
student experimentation and innovation. It is then assumed: 
that the building will never actually be “completed” as it u 
dergoes constant, deliberate yet not necessarily “programmed” 
refinement. j 


UP College of Architecture is now 50 
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Main Library for their research. 


| summa, 25 magna cum 
Jaudes 

Lending more credence to the 
quality of its graduates, the Col- 
lege, from 1979 to the present 
has already produced a total of 
25 magna cum laude graduates 
and in 1988, its first and so far 
only summa cum laude in Irene 
C.Ngo. 

‘The 1980s saw the growing in- 
fluence of computer technology 
in the College's programs. The 
College welcomed the change as 
it began to accommodate what it 
called technological revolution to 
its programs. This led to the in- 
troduction of the ladder-type cur- 
riculum-still the five-year course 
but with emphasis on incremen- 
tal acquisition of skills necessary 
for a bachelor's degree. In such a 
process, the student was awarded 
in stages, first with a Certificate 
in Architectural Drafting after 
completing three years of the 
course, then a Certificate in 
Building Technology after four 
years, and finally a 


was appointed Dean of the Col- 
lege replacing Juguilon who has 
served for 18 years. Under Mana- 
han, the College continued its dy- 
namic development and institut- 
ed the Masters Program in Tropi- 
cal Landscape Architecture in 
1985. Manahan was succeeded 
by Honrado R. Fernandez in 1990 
who served three consecutive 
terms ending in 1999. Fernandez 
aligned the architectural dis- 
course in the College within the 
matrices of Philippine history and 
socio-cultural context. 
time, the College bolstered its re- 
search and extension functions 
by setting up its own research 
and extension unit in 1990. 
National Center of Excellence 

1n 1999, the role of the College as 
preeminent leader in the architec- 
tural academe was confirmed by 
Commission on Higher Education 
which declared it as a National Cen- 
ter of Excellence in Architecture. 

By century's end, Cristopher 
Espina was appointed Dean. He 
spearheaded the revision of the 


dio-Laboratory 


At this 


tural research and 


Dean in 2002. 


Te was during this time when 
the College finally moved to its 
new and permanent home. Since 
the transfer is an ongoing pro- 


curriculum to reinvigorate the 
BSS. Architecture program of the 
College. He is also credited for 
laying the foundation of the Stu- 
organizational 
structure, a scheme which effi- 
ciently clustered disciplines of ar- 
chitecture under Architectural 
History, Theory and Criticism, 
Environmental Architecture, Ar- 
chitectural Practice and Gover- 
nance, Architectural Communi- 
cation, Building Science, Urban 
Design, Architectural Design, and 
Landscape Architecture Studios. 
Moreover, Espina placed the Col- 
lege at the forefront of architec- 
education 
when he established the Council 
of Architectural Researchers & 
Educators (ARCHCARE) under 
the sponsorship of the College. 
Continuing the legacy of excel- 
lence, Prosperidad Luis assumed 
office as the College's first woman 


cess, Luis is zealously overseeing 
the completion of the College's 
new architecture complex. 

‘The UP College of Architecture 
is now 50 years and throughout 
its half century of existence it has 
continued to break new ground 


Diploma in B.S. Ar- 
chitecture. 

In 1982, the Col- 
lege saw a remark- 
able increase in en- 
rollees reaching the 
500 students mark. 
This brought about 
the revival of the Ar- 
chitecture Student 
Council with the stu- 
dents ratifying its 
Constitution in June 
1984. 

In the meantime, 
in April 1984, the UP 
College of Architec- 
ture Foundation for 
Built Environment 
was incorporated un- 
der initiative of the 
faculty which includ- 
ed Geronimo V. Man- 
ahan, Victor N. Tio- 
tuyco, Froilan L. 
Hong, Prosperidad C. 
Luis and Cristina V 
Turalba with support 
from Antonio A. Tu- 
ralba and Nathaniel 
von Einsiendel. Its 
foremost objective 
was to support the 
College in all its un- 
dertakings, com- 
mence ` researchers, 
and to raise funds for 
the improvement of 
its facilities. 

On Sept. 1, 1984, 
Geronimo Manahan 
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for new concepts and approaches 
in the field of Architecture and 
Built Environment. Its faculty are 
among the pillars and fountain- 
head of architectural knowledge 
in the country, its graduates be- 
coming not only shapers and 


molders of the built environment 
but builders of the nation as wel 

With these, along with its pro: 

gram offerings, the College has 
truly lived up to its recognition as 
a National Center of Excellence in 
Architecture. 
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‘Antonio Turalba, Jr 91 Quezon City. and the program at 7 p.m. This 
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Damy Sione 9 15. Rosario Encarnacion -Tan 79 proach. "Architectural Communica- integrates teaching, research and meeting the stakeholders face to Research Associates who help gener- 


Majaj Dag 03 se ditarin Don" courses had shifted focus from extension. Research, for one, isinte- face, students learn that there are ate research projects, the studio-labo- 
Thea Noe '03 techniques to "expression," with the grated in the various teaching cours- factors that temper their lofty ideals ratories undertake comprehensive re- 
z 27. Jess tucas'73 objective of improving student's capa- es per year level, starting from "dis- and that it is important to "have search work by integrating minor and 
ae Tee EE T aa NR Onin m7 bility to communicate ideas through covery researches" at the lower year one'sfeetsteadyonthe ground.” sub-research work done on a subject 
= Prosa various media. The "Architectural Sci- Jevels that flame up interest for UPCA operates academically in various courses in different year 
Ti. H.E. Dimanlig Landscape Architects 29, John Pangilinan 93 ence” series would be delivered on the deeper researches followed by "inte- through its Studio-Laboratorieswhich levels in both undergraduate and 
‘Akin Principal : Horacio Dimanlig 75 í premise that the specialized fields of gration researches” at the mid-levels faculty members join in accordance graduate programs. The studio-labo- 
12. Environs Systems Group Ine. 40; Benjamin Tuason (SanFranciso,  concem in building construction, in which students may innovate and with their expertise, without necessar- ratory is the administrative and aca- 
Alumni Principal: Rod Bernardo 70 Structures and utilities must be inte. develop new approaches, and finally ily precluding their teaching other demic setting for comprehensive re- 
31. From New Jersey/New York, USA: grated with the overall design process ending with the “application re- subjects outside of the studio-labora- search work. 
Getty neers ae oa instead of simply factoring them in af- searches" in the final year level to tory. The Studio-Laboratories are: Ar- Human resources and physical re- 
M Cristopher Espina "74 Perier ter the building form had been apply technology and innovation in chitectural Design, Architectural Sci- sources are the greatest assets of UP- 
Mary Ann Espina "82 Leandro Macalinso'81 thought out. This way the full poren- the design approaches for the built ence, Planning and Urban Design, En- CA. It is the requirement of the Uni- 
Kevin Espina O1 Manvel Casaclang 89 ial of architectural science could be environment. Extension work inter- vironmental Architecture, History, versity of the Philippines for all fac- 
Fiel Espina 01 T explored as a form-giver just like ar- faces students with the community, Theory and Criticism, Architectural ulty members to have finished a 
P EENT a sua bese chitectural design. providing the ingredient ofrealityin Communication, and Profession and Master's degree. While all do have 
‘Alumni Principal: Ding Santos '77 s UPCA adopts a methodology that the whole recipe of learning. By Governance. Supported by University completed a graduate 
ie degree, others have 
continued their pursuit 
of education and had 
finished their doctoral 
degrees. The Universi- 
ty encourages the con- 
tinuing professional 
development of the 
faculty through partici- 
pation in local and in- 
ternational forums 
supported by the Facut- 
ty Development Fund 
and Faculty Research 
Grant 
After 50 long years 
without a building of its 
- own, the UPCA has fi- 
lors Aug Piona “ee z J pally andeed 1o i 
i new home during in 
2005. Home is a com- 
plex of two buildings 
proposed to be called 
the Juguilon Hall, after 
ae. the first dean of the in- 
i dependent College of 
‘Architecture, Dean Au- 
relio T. Juguilon. A very 
concerned and active 
UPCA Alumni Founda- 
tion continually _con- 
ducts vigorous fund- 
raising campaigns to 
help in the procurement 
of new furniture and 
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e. that one of its responsi- 

‘0 Floor, DACON Bute, 2281 Don Chino Roces Avene Extension, Makati ciy A ecneeced 
and local communities. 
Ir willingly cooperates 
to provide assistance to 
of faculty and curricu- 
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(Formerly Capel een Corporation) | tn greatest 
aw assets of UPCA. 
Itis the 
requirement of 
the University 
ofthe 
Explore Bathroom Beautiful Philippines for 


all faculty 
CONGRATULATIONS to 
UP College of Architecture members to 


JS Oth Anniversary have finished a 
Master's 
degree 


